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OUR    1897  DIARY. 

This  work  is  now  in  course  of  preparation.  The  publisher 
•wishes  U3  to  state  that  ha  is  now  boosing  advertisement 
orders  for  it,  and  we  thiok  i3  nooe  too  soon  for  business- 
houses  to  give  him  their  instructions.  We  would  remind  them 
that  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  his  certain 
points  of  exceptional  merit  as  an  advertising  medium  to  the 
drug-trade  ;  first, all  subscriosrs  to  this  journal  at  home  and 
abroad  receive  copies  of  it ;  seeoni,  it  is  used  daily  in  many 
thousands  of  pharmacies  throughout  the  world,  therefore 
the  advertisements  speak  daily  ;  and  third,  the  whole  of  tha 

articles  advertised  are  indexed  in  The  Buyers'  Guide  this 

being  regarded  by  the  trade  in  all  its  branches  as  one  of  the 
most  useful  and  business- promoting  compilations  ever 
attempted. 


A  Rhoxdda  Valley  chemist's  wife  hai  been  suffocated  by 
gas  (p  475). 

The  now  syllabus  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association 
is  given  on  p.  476. 

A   drug-store  manager  has  committed  suicide  with 
prnssic  acid  (p.  476) 

An  Aberdeen  grocer  has  been  fined  for  selling  Beecham's 
pills  without  a  licence  (p.  481). 

A  strange  difference  between  two  analytical  chemists 
in  respect  to  a  sample  of  ginger  is  reported  on  p.  481. 

Sir  Joseph  Lister  was  entertained  at  a  banquet  last 
Saturday  by  his  medical  brethren  in  Liverpool  (p.  474). 

A  Wandsworth  Coroner's  jury  has  recommended  that 
phosphorus-paste  should  b3  mads  a  scheduled  poison 
(p.  474). 

We  comment  upon  the  object-lessons  in  foreign  competi- 
tion which  tin  Colonial  OJfice  is  giving  by  exhibitions  in 
London  (p  433). 

The  Treasury  have  now  appointed  an  expert  committee 
to  inquire  as  to  what  sub3tance3  may  be  U3ed  in  the  manu- 
facture of  beer  (p.  475). 

The  electrolytic  chlorate-of-pota ih  works  at  Niagara 
Falls  are  now  in  operation.  Ai  illu  trated  article  about 
them  is  printed  on  p  502. 

Furtheb  contributions  to  the  Dental  Defence  Fand  are 
announced  on  p.  492,  and  a  statement  therein  made  regard- 
ing future  aotion  in  this  matter. 

We  report  upon  two  exhibitions  open  in  London  this  week 
— a  Confectionery  at  the  Agricultural  HtU  and  the  Pho- 
tograph'c  Sa'.on  in  the  Dudley  Gallery  (p.  483). 

We  report  on  p.  476  a  number  of  workhouse  con- 
tracts which  have  been  settled  daring  the  past  week,  in 
regard  to  some  of  which  amusing  discussions  arose. 

We  have  interviewed  Mr.  Child,  one  of  the  scientific 
obrervers  of  the  Jackson  Harmsworth  expedition,  and  on 
p  484  we  give  some  notes  of  the  interview  and  portraits. 

A  chemist,  who  spent  several  months  in  Holloway  Prison 
as  a  first-class  misdemeanant,  tells  of  the  insurious  living  in 
that  suburban  retreat,  and  the  work  of  the  dispenser  there 
(p  496) 

We  are  able  to  give  fall  particalars  regarding  an  impor- 
tant movement  to  control  the  world's  output  of  sulphur. 
A  syndicate  has  been  formed  of  practically  all  manu- 
facturers and  dealers  (p.  490) 

At  the  Council  meeting  of  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade 
Association  progre33  in  the  negotiations  with  the  grocers 
was  reported,  and  Mr.  John  Thompson,  of  Maw's,  was 
e'ected  President  (p.  847). 

The  Local  Government  Board  of  Ireland  have  declined  to 
reconsider  the  B.'rr  medicine-contract  matter,  bnt  the 
Guardians  are  obdura'e.  The  L.G.B.  also  object  to  the 
dispensary  ordering  1  lb.  of  pepsin,  because  they  say  it 
does  not  keep  and  is  too  expensi7e  (p.  474). 

We  report  soon  of  the  more  interesting  papers  re  id  before 
the  sections  of  the  British  Association,  Amongst  the  sub- 
jects dealt  with  ai\e  the  Ruitgen  rays,  the  properties  of 
helium,  the  origin  and  future  0°.  Chili  nitrato,  the  metric 
system,  and  chemical  dead  space  (p  432). 

Judge  Russell,  of  the  New  York  Sop  eme  Court,  has 
decided  that  the  National  Wholesale  Druggists'  Association 
may  lawfaily  com'o  n)  to  keep  up  pricjs  ;  but  that  it  is  un- 
lawful for  them  together,  or  as  individuals,  to  make  the 
purchaser  of  one  aniole  agree  not  to  cat  the  price  of  several 
others  (p.  492). 

We  report  an  interesting  case  under  the  Employers' 
Liability  Acts,  in  which  the  widow  of  a  foreman  chemical 
engineer  sued  her  husband's  employers  for  damages  in  respect 
to  his  death,  which  he  met  through  the  bursting  of  a  still. 
The  claimant  was  non-suited,  as  the  Judge  considered  that 
a  foreman"  is  not  a  workman  (p.  480). 
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The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
stnd  Iccal  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be 
further  obliced  if  such  paragrc2>hs  be 
marled  in  all  cases. 


Datermined  to  Put  It  Down 

That  is  what  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  are  in  regard 
to  the  sale  of  ginger-beer  containing  too  much  alcohol.  Mr. 
Mason,  one  of  the  Board's  solicitors,  said  so  as  the  Poith 
Police  Court  last  week,  when  Messrs.  Thomas  &  Evans, 
grocers,  Hannah  Street  there,  were  fined  Is.  and  costs 
(together  21.  12$)  for  selling  stone  ginger-tee  r  containing 
4  01  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit.  Mr.  Mason  remarked  that  the 
unlicensed  re'ailer  of  such  drinks  acted  unjustly  towards 
licensed  traders,  who  were  subject  to  police  regulations  and 
had  to  pay  6*.  8d.  per  barrel  duty  on  the  beer  sold  by  them. 
The  percentage  of  proof  spirit  in  the  beer  generally  brewed 
in  the  district  was  about  six  to  seven ;  but  whether  Mr. 
Mason  meant  that  for  "  temperance "  or  ordinary  beer  our 
report  doss  not  explain.    We  think  the  former, 

Liverpool  Sticks  to  Eoap. 

The  Governor  of  the  Liverpool  Workhouse  suggested  to 
his  Committee  last  week  that  they  should  allow  him  to  me 
in  the  laundry  a  certain  "  washing-oil"  in  place  of  soap.  It 
had  been  tested,  and  was  found  to  be  satisfactory  and 
economical,  so  the  Governor  suggested  a  three  months'  tiial 
of  it.  Doe3  it  go  as  far  ?  asked  Mr.  Kelly.  I  believe  it  goes 
a  little  farther,  the  Chairman  replied ;  it  is  used  in  other 
large  wjrkhouses.  Mr.  Kelly:  I  say  we  ought  to  stick  to 
soap.  (Laughter.)  Mr.  Woodcock :  When  the  Governor 
takes  the  trouble  to  introduce  improvements,  his  recom- 
mendation ought  to  be  properly  considered ;  otherwise  he 
will  not  take  the  trouble.  I  propose  the  recommendation 
be  accepted.  Mr.  Kelly :  And  I  propose  that  we  stick  to 
soap.  And  by  seven  to  five  the  Committee  let  Mr.  Kelly 
have  his  way. 

The  Doctor  was  More  Luc&y. 

The  resolution  of  the  Committee  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
reaction,  for  the  members  had  just  agreed  to  hire,  for 
121.  12s.  a  year,  an  apparatus  for  steaming  rheumatism  out 
of  the  paupers.  It  is  a  patent  localised  hot-air  arrangement, 
and  Dr.  Alexander,  the  medical  officer,  reported  that  the 
apparatus  had  been  on  trial  for  two  months,  and  had  relieved 
thirty  cases  he  previously  considered  as  chronic.  The  Vestry 
Clerk  stated  that  the  makers  had  declined  to  sell. 

Curious  Fatality. 
William  Thomas  (22)  died  in  the  Chester  Infirmary  last 
week  under  peculiar  circumstances.  He  had  been  found  on 
a  doorstep  at  1  o'clock  in  the  morning  trying  to  vomit,  and 
was  taken  to  the  infirmary,  where  he  stated  that  he  acci- 
dsntaliy  had  eaten  some  match  heads  along  with  chlorodyne 
lozenges.  The  match  heads  had  got  mixed  with  the  lozerrges 
in  his  pocket.  He  died  from  phosphorus  poisoning,  and 
although  the  Coroner's  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  accidental 
dsath,  the  medical  testimony  gave  it  as  improbable  that  a 
man  would  eat  sufficient  matches  to  cause  death  without 
his  knowing  he  was  eating  such  a  quantity.  Chlorodyne 
lozenges  might,  the  doctors  thought,  be  eaten  to  spoil  the 
taste  of  phosphorus  and  relieve  the  pain. 

Killed  by  "  Condy." 

A  rare  case  of  poisoning  by  Condy's  fluid  is  reported  from 
Tunbridge  Wells,  where  the  Coroner  has  held  an  inquest 
regarding  the  death  of  Winifred  Agnes  Bonnor,  aged  6  years. 
The  child  had  been  snffering  from  diarrhcea,  and  drank  3ome 
Condy's  fluid.  Dr.  Thomas  Elliott,  who  attended  her,  told 
the  jury  that  death  was  due  to  acute  peritonitis,  accelerated 
from  shock  to  the  system  by  partaking  of  Condy's  fluid. 
Verdict  accordingly. 


The  Chemist  and  the  Victuallers. 

Mr.  Charles  Paine,  chemist  and  druggist,  Westbmy,  Wiits, 
applied  at  the  licensing  sessions  last  week  for  a  retail  spirit- 
licerce,  the  statutory  notices  of  which  had  been  duly 
published.  Mr.  Paine  already  holds  a  wine-licence.  Mr. 
Watson,  a  licensed  victualler,  and  Mr.  Percy  Ciuttwell  (on 
behalf  of  the  West  Wilts  Licensed  Victuallers'  Association) 
opposed  the  application,  the  former  because  it  would  hurt 
"  the  trade,"  and  the  latter  apparently  for  the  same  reason, 
but  adding  tha*7,  as  the  statutory  notices  had  besn  given, 
and  the  police  superintendent  had  said  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  licence  being  granted,  the  Bench  had  no 
option  but  to  give  the  licence.    They  gave  it. 

Phosphor  paste  should  be  Scheduled, 

Mr.  Walter  Schrceder,  Deputy  Coroner  for  the  Wandsworth 
district,  held  an  inquest  thereon  Saturday  evening  regarding 
the  death  of  Mary  Ann  Flowers  (57).  The  evidence  showed 
that  deceased  had  suffered  for  years  from  an  internal  malady, 
and  on  Monday  evening  when  her  husband  came  home  he 
found  her  scffeiing  dreadfully.  He  accused  her  of  taking 
poison,  and  she  admitted  having  taken  five  bottles  of 
phesphor-paste.  Edith  Barnes,  a  little  girl,  stated  that  she 
had  bought  the  poison  for  Mrs.  Flowers  from  Mr.  Mitchell's 
oil-shop.  At  first  she  got  two  2d.  bottles,  and  Mrs.  Flowers 
sent  her  back  for  three  more.  Charles  Mitchell,  oilman, 
1  Huntspill  Terrace,  Garrett  Lane,  Wandsworth,  stated  that 
he  had  no  recollection  of  serving  the  child  or  seeing  her 
served  with  the  phosphor-paste,  but  he  bad  no  doubt  she 
got  it  at  his  shop  His  wife  told  him  that  she  served  a 
child  with  three  bottles  cn  the  day  in  question.  There  was 
no  restiiction  on  the  sale  of  the  paste,  which  witness  pur- 
chased in  half-gross  boxes.  Knowing  the  poisonous  nature 
of  the  contents,  however,  he  would  hesitate  before  serving  a 
little  girl  w  ith  two  bottles.  Each  of  the  bottles  was  labelled 
"  Poison."  During  that  week  he  had  sold  only  one  bottle  of 
the  poiscn  A  Juryman  :  Yes ;  my  nephew  bought  that,  and 
jou  told  the  boy  cot  to  poison  himself  with  it.  Witness: 
Yes,  I  did.  He  went  cn  to  say  that  he  did  tot  take  notice 
of  what  quantity  of  the  poison  he  sold  on  an  average.  He 
always  cautioned  purchasers,  as  he  did  buyers  of  spirit  cf 
salt  and  similar  poisons.  He  was  not  supposed  to  keep  an 
entry  of  the  sales.  The  Coroner,  in  summing  up,  strongly 
condemned  the  uniestricted  sale  of  such  dangerous  poisons, 
and  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  phosphor-paste  should  be 
scheduled.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  suicide,  and 
added  a  lider  calling  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the 
danger  attending  the  unrestricted  sale  of  snch  poisons,  which 
ought  to  be  scheduled.  The  Coroner  said  he  would  forward 
the  rider  to  the  proper  quarter. 

The  Lister  Banquet. 

The  members  of  the  Liverpool  Medical  Institution  enter- 
tained Sir  Joseph  Lister,  P  R  S.,  President  of  the  British 
Association,  at  a  banquet  in  the  Philharmonic  Hall  cn 
Saturday  evening.  Dr.  Richard  Caton,  President  of  the 
Institution,  was  in  the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  (the  Earl  of  Derby)  and  many  of  the  distinguished 
members  of  the  British  Association,  the  company  altogether 
numbering  about  350,  In  the  course  of  the  evening  a 
number  of  ladies  came  in  and  took  seats  in  the  boxes,  and 
150  hospital-nurses  occupied  the  galleries.  Dr.  Caton,  in 
proposing  the  toast  of  the  evening,  referred  to  the  beneficial 
results  which  had  been  effected  by  Listerism.  Sir  Joseph 
Lister,  in  his  reply,  spoke  chiefly  of  Liverpool's  achieve- 
ments, and  referring  to  the  University  College  said  he 
perfectly  agreed  with  what  was  said  by  Professor  J.  J. 
Thomson  the  other  day — that  what  was  wanted  in  physics, 
medicine,  and  other  departments,  was,  not  the  cramming  of 
students  with  a  large  mass  of  knowledge  which  they  might 
soon  forget,  but  their  education  in  the  habits  of  careful 
observation,  reflection,  and  judgment.  If  the  student,  while 
learning  under  one  set  of  teachers,  knew  that  he  was  to  be 
examined  by  another  set  who  were  absolute  strangers  to  him, 
he  was  always  haunted  by  the  fear  of  what  was  impending, 
and  was  driven  from  legitimate  work  to  the  grinder.  He 
therefore  rejoiced  that  they  had  in  Liverpool  the  inestimable 
advantage  of  a  true  teaching  University.  These  remarks 
were  received  with  cheers. 
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A  Chemist's  Wife  Suffocated  by  Gas. 

Mrs.  Watkin?,  the  wife  of  Mr  W.  H.  Watkins,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  Cilf  vnydd,  Rhondda  Valley,  was,  on  Friday,  Sap- 
tember  18,  fonnd  dead  in  bed.  Mr.  Watkins  left;  home  oa 
Thursday,  aDd  as  it  was  not  his  intention  to  return  that 
night,  his  wife  asked  the  young  daughter  of  a  neighbour, 
named  Whitney,  to  sleep  with  her.  When  Mr.  Watkins's 
daughter,  a  little  girl  of  10,  who  slep^.  at  a  neighbouring 
farm,  returned  home  fi-om  school  on  Friday  at  noon,  she  was 
surprised  to  find  the  shop  still  closed.  She  raised  an  alarm, 
and  on  Mr.  Gamos,  con'raitor,  entering  the  bouse,  he  found 
Mrs.  Watkins  dead  in  bed.  There  was  an  overpowering 
smell  of  pas  in  the  room,  and  the  little  girl  lying  beside  Mrs. 
Watkins  was  in  an  almost  insensible  condition.  When  she 
recovered  she  stated  that  duriDgthe  night  Mis.  Watkins  and 
herself  became  aware  of  the  presence  of  gas,  and  left  their 
bed  to  try  and  discover  the  cause,  but  they  failed  to  find  any 
leakage.  A  singular  circumstance  in  conn'ction  with  the 
case  was  the  discovery  of  a  lighted  paraffio-'amp  on  a  table 
in  the  bedroom.  The  deceased  lady  was  a  tister  of  the  late 
Miss  Meta  8cott,  the  acoomplished  violinist,  who  died  about 
three  years  ago. 

The  Professor  Paid  Up. 

John  Burnell,  a  professor  of  medicine,  made  his  bow  to 
Alderman  Bosl^y,  at  the  Hereford  Police  Court,  on  Friday, 
last  week.  The  charge  a°a;nst  him  was  i  hat  he  obtained 
money  by  means  of  a  trick,  Mrs.  Hirriet  Searby  being  the 
victim.  He  had  called  at  her  house,  and  p1  escribed  for  ber 
ills  a  solution  of  bicarbonate  of  soda,  for  which  he  charged 
her  7*.  6d.  Alderman  Bosley  discharged  the  professor,  after 
he  had  deducted  7.v  Sd.  oat  of  15s  ll%d.  found  on  him.  This 
to  assuage  Mrs.  Searby 'a  feelings ;  ana  the  Alderman  added  a 
lecture  to  Mr.  Searby  about  how  poor  people  allow  themselves 
to  be  humbugged  by  quacks.  He  advised  Burnell  to  clear 
out  of  Hereford. 

A  Young  Traveller. 

Harry  Clinton  (19)  was  employed  as  f'avellcr  by  Mr. 
George  Underwood,  manufacturing  chemist,  Kennington 
Roa^,  SE.,  at  a  salary  (according  to  Mr.  Underwood)  of 
7s.  6i.  per  week  and  15  per  cent,  commission.  On  Sep- 
tember 11  Mr.  Underwood  mis3ed  21.  Is.  6d.,  and  charged 
Clinton  with  taking  it.  The  lad  laughed,  said  "  Yes,"  and 
ran  out  of  the  shop.  He  was  arrested  at  Stroud,  when  he 
explained  to  the  detective  that  he  did  not  know  anything 
about  the  mrney.  He  had  left  because  the  manager  hit 
him  on  the  eye.  He  admitted  that  he  owed  Mr.  Underwood 
for  a  coat  on  which  he  had  paid  XI  deposit,  and  was  paying 
the  balance  by  Is.  per  week.  When  the  case  came  before 
Mr.  Hopkins  at  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  cn  September  18, 
prisoner  made  a  rambling  statement,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  said  he  got  Is.  6*2.  a  day  expenses,  but  no  salary.  It  was 
untrue  that  he  told  the  prosecutor  he  had  taken  the  money, 
and  he  complained  that  on  the  day  he  left  the  manager  of  the 
firm  punched  him  in  the  eye  because  the  orders  had  not 
turned  up.  Mr.  Hopkins  said  he  could  not  understand  the 
case  at  all,  and  remanded  Clinton  for  a  week. 

Pure  Beer. 

Mr.  Quilter  is  getting  his  way  at  last,  for  the  Treasury  has 
now  appointed  a  committee  "to  inquire  into  and  report  upon 
the  questions  whether  legislation  is  required  to  prevent  the 
use  of  deleterious  substances  in  the  manufacture  of  beer,  and 
whether  the  materials  of  which  beer  may  be  composed  can 
be  defined  bylaw  without  undue  interference  with  the  liberty 
of  brewers  to  use  any  wholesome  materials  in  brewing."  The 
committee  will  consist  of  the  following : — Lord  Pembroke 
and  Montgomery  (chairman);  Dr.  James  Bell,  C.B  ,  F.R.S  , 
late  principal  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Laboratory  ;  Sir  J.  H. 
Gilbert,  F.R.S.,  the  agricultural  chemist;  Professor  Odling 
F.R.S.,  F.CS,  Oxford;  Mr.  H.  W.  Primrose,  C.B.,  C.S.I., 
chairman  of  Board  of  Customs  ;  Mr.  Clare  Sewell  Read ;  and 
Mr.  W.  Blain,  of  the  Treasury,  who  will  act  as  secretary.  The 
committee  will  sit  during  the  recess,  and  the  first  meeting 
will  be  held  shortly. 

Plymouth,  Ho  I 
_  The  junior  section  of  the  Three  Towns  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion met  at  the  Foresters'  Hall,  Plymouth,  last  week,  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  arrange  a  football  team  for  playing 


on  Wednesdays.  It  was  proposed  to  form  a  i  harmacy  clib 
in  connection  with  the  Association,  and  Mefsrs.  J,  A. 
Buckley  and  B.  A.  Hodge  were  delegated  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  senior  section  at  the  annual  meting  on  Septem- 
ber 30  Mr.  O.  A  R?ade,  of  the  R>yal  Naval  Hospital,  was 
heartily  thanked  for  condactiog  the  late  botanical  rambles. 
Messrs.  Reade  and  J.  R  Johnson,  of  the  Roya1  Naval 
Hospital,  have  arranged  tti  give  a  series  of  lectures  on 
pharmacy  and  materia  medica  alternately  on  one  evening  a 
week  during  the  winter  months. 

Cricket  and  Harmony. 

The  non- playing  members  of  Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co 's 
"Yorkshire  Relish"  Cricket  Club  held  their  annual  match 
on  Saturday — Works  v.  Warehouse — which  resulted  in  a, 
draw.  As  on  previous  occasions,  an  adjournment  was  made 
to  the  Star  and  Garter  Hotel,  Kirkstall,  where  upwards  of 
100  sat  down  to  dinner.  The  after-part  of  the  evening  was 
devoted  to  toast,  song,  and  sentiment.  Mr.  H.  Broadbent, 
F  I.C.,  F.C.S.,  occup'ed  the  chair,  and  propored  "  The 
Prosperity  of  the  Firm,"  which  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Wm. 
Powell  Bowman,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Powell  and  himself.  Mr. 
Tring  presided  at  the  piano,  and,  with  a  galaxy  of  talent, 
the  evening  was  enjoyabiy  spent. 

A  Life  that  Failed. 

Thomas  Thompson  Blyth  (S5),  medical  student  at  Uni- 
versity College,  shot  himself  last  Fiiday  evening  at  the 
Great  Western  Hotel,  Paddington.  From  the  evidence  of 
his  brother,  Mr.  F.  C.  Blyth,  manufacturing  chemist.  Hard- 
castle,  Lanes,  it  appears  that  deceased  was  with  him  as  a 
partner  until  three  years  ago,  when  he  withdrew  bis  capital 
and  lost  most  of  it  by  speculation.  He  then  attempted  to 
commit  suicide,  bat  failed ;  subsequently  he  started  life 
afresh,  and  began  to  study  medicine,  and  in  July  of  this 
year  passed  the  intermediate  scientific  (M  B.)  examination 
with  honours.    No  reason  for  his  sucide  transpired. 

The  Carbolic  Demon. 
Edith  Price,  a  nursemaid,  was  committed  for  trial  by  the 
Isle  of  Wight  Justices  on  Saturday  for  attempting  to  poison 
her  employer's  baby  with  carbolic  acid.  The  child  is  recover- 
ing. 

Alfred  Peat  (35),  a  Nottingham  man,  wh'.le  in  a  drunkeu 
state  one  day  last  week,  drank  carbolic  acid,  and  died.  He 
had  taken  the  acid  out  of  a  friend's  pocket,  and  appeared  to 
have  the  notion  that  it  was  ketchup. 

Elizabeth  Connor,  married  woman  (51),  committed  suicide 
with  the  acid  at  55  Portland  Street,  Newtown,  Manchester, 
last  week  She  had  been  drinking  heavily  of  late,  and  on 
the  Thursday  had  purchased  twopenny  worth  of  carbolic 
acid  from  a  chemist  in  Rochdale  Road. 

Archibard  Nicholls  has  done  something  original  in  Salford. 
He  stole  a  coat  and  pawned  it  to  get  money  to  buy  carbolic 
acid.  He  drank  part  of  the  acid,  but  the  physicians  of  the 
Manchester  Infirmary  treated  him  so  well  that  the  Salford 
Magistrate  was  able  la3t  week  to  send  him  to  gaol  for  a 
month. 

Da'sy  Symons  (18),  who  had  been  put  away  by  the  young 
man  she  had  been  living  with,  soothed  her  sorrows  by  a 
draught  of  the  favourite  carbolic.  She  got  over  it,  and  the 
Magistrate  has  given  her  some  good  advice,  and  a  summons 
against  the  young  man  who  had  temporarily  eclipsed  her 
beauty  by  giving  her  a  black  eye. 

Thomas  Dowie  (56),  a  patient  in  Guy's  Hospital,  in  the 
absence  of  the  nnrse  drank  some  carbolic  acid  and  expired 
in  a  few  minutes.  Mr.  Laogham  held  the  ioquest  on  Monday, 
when  Dr.  Alfred  Salter,  hoise-physic'an,  explained  that  it 
was  a  coloured  carbolic-lotion  wbich  Dowie  bad  taken.  It 
W8s  in  an  expectoration  musr.  Dowie  bad  been  warned  by 
the  nurse  about  the  lotion.  The  jury  added  to  their  verdics 
a  rider  recommending  the  authorities  to  mark  the  mugs. 

The  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council  appear  to  be  getting  ioie 
gratitude  in  advance  for  their  long-delayed  consideration  of 
the  carbolic  acid  matter.  The  Manchester  Guardian  leads  the 
way  by  hoping  that  "the  Lords  in  Council  will  not  be  too 
long  '  considering'  the  matter."  Ths  St.  James's  Gazette 
remarks  that  "  The  repeated  representations  of  coroners  on 
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the  sale  of  cirbolic  acid  have  at,  last  made  seme  impression 
on  the  Government,  and  the  Privy  Council  is  considering 
what  steps  can  be  taken  in  the  matter.  Carbolic  acid  is  the 
favourite  poison  for  committing  suicide,  and  the  only  reason 
for  that  is  its  access ibility."  The  Westminster  Budget  not 
too  happily  says  "  It  is  time  that  some  stringent  restriction 
should  be  placed  on  the  sale  of  carbolic  and  many  other 
poisons  that  can  at  present  be  secured  on  such  a  slight  pre- 
tence as  the  destruction  of  mice  "  (sic).  The  Gazette  issued 
from  the  fame  office  is  a  trifle  more  precise,  and  suggests 
that  the  restrictions  on  carbolic  should  include  other  equally 
dangerous  dreg',  and  that  the  Privy  Council  will  lose  no 
time  in  the  matter.  The  Lancet  earnestly  hopes  "  that  a 
very  speedy  and  definite  decision  will  be  forthcoming,  since 
the  number  of  deaths  by  poisoning  with  carbolic  acid  are, 
as  is  well  known,  veiy  seriously  on  the  increase." 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  Council  of  this  Association,  which  meets  at  103  Great 
Eussell  Street,  W.C.,  has  issued  the  programme  for  the  first 
half  of  the  twentieth  session.  It  will  begin  on  October  8 
with  an  inaugural  address  by  Mr.  Charles  Morley,  the 
President;  and  the  week  following  a  smoking- concert  will 
be  held  at  the  Frascati  Restaurant.  The  rest  of  the  session 
up  to  Christmas  is  to  be  arranged  as  follows : — 

Oct.  22.— Paper  :  "  Wax-analysis."   Mr.'E.  G.  Guyer. 

„  29.— Short  Papers  by  Members. 
Nov.  5. — Paper  :  "Biological  Sc:.enca  Tits  History  and. Development."  J 
Mr.  T.  Morley  Taylor. 

„  12. — Annual  Conversazione,  Portman  Booms. 

„  19. — Paper :  "Notfs  oa  American  Pharmacy."   Mr.  E.  H.  Gane.n~"' 
„  26.— Paper  :  "  Palms  and  their  Products."   Mr.  John  B.  Jackson, 
A.L.S. 

Dec.  3. — Cinderella  Dance,  Portman  Booms. 
„  10. — Paper:  " The  Foundation  of  Chemistry  as  a  Quantitative] 

Science."   Mr.  C.  A.  Hill. 
„  17.— Musical  and  Social  Evening. 
Mestiogs  at  8.30  P.M.   Chair  to  be  taken  at  9  o'clock  precisely. 

We  notice,  from  the  prospectus,  that  three  Cinderella 
dances  have  been  arranged,  the  success  which  attended 
similar  functions  last  session  warranting  their  continuance. 
The  good  work  which  this  Association  has  done  in  the  past 
is  a  sufficient  reason  for  all  metropolitan  assistants,  who  can, 
associating  themselves  with  it.  The  annual  subscription  is 
5s.,  and  any  who  are  new  to  the  metropolis,  and  who  desire 
to  join,  should  communicate  with  the  honorary  secretaries  at 
the  above  ac  dress. 

"Wine-licence. 

Mr.  Hugh  Jones,  chemist,  Blaenau  Festiniog,  has  obtained 
an  off  wine-licence. 

Workhouse  Contracts. 

The  following  are  amorgst  the  tenders  which  have  been 
accepted  by  the  Bcard3  of  Guardians  of  the  districts  men- 
tioned : — 

Braintree. — Mr.  C.  Howard,"  lirseed-meal,  at  14*.  Gd 
per  cwt. 

Bridgwater. — Messrs.  Blackman  &  Son,  for  the  supply  of 
surgical  appliances  and  medicines. 

Burton-on-Trent, — Mr.  [H.  Sta^y,  Station  Street,  for 
chemists'  goods. 

Cannock. — Mr.  T.  W.  Garland,  Cannock.  Linseed-meal, 
18s.  per  cwt. ;  Calvert's  carbolic  soap,  32s.  per  cwt. ;  Calvert's 
carbolic  soft-soap,  30s.  3d.  per  cwt.  Mr.  T.  Fereday,  Bridg- 
town:  Saltpetre,  3 \d.  per  lb. ;  brimstone,  1£<2.  per  lb. 

Chichester. — Messrs.  Turner  &  Sons,  of  South  Street,  to 
supply  linseed- meal  at  2d.  per  lb. 

Bast  Ashford  (Kent). — Mr.  Comes,  Willesborougb,  to 
supply  sanitary-soap  at  30s.  per  cwt.,  and  arrowroot  at 
Is.  <\d.  per  lb. 

Farnham  (Surrey). — Mr.  A.  Dunston,  chemist  and  druggist, 
for  drugs. 

Halifax.— Mr.  Herbert  W.  Seely,  F.C.S ,  is  to  supply 
rreJicines  to  St.  Luke  s  Hospital,  and  provide  a  dispenser  to 
the  institution. 

Liverpool. — The  Corporation  have  accepted  Messrs.  Evans, 


Sons  &  Co.'s  tender  for  drugs,  and  Mr.  John  Reynolds's 
tender  for  surgical  appliances. 

Mailing. — Mr.  Walter  Stedman,  chemist  and  druggist, 
West  Mailing,  to  supply  drugs. 

Stoke-on-Trent.— Mr.  J.  W.  Moore,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Hanley,  for  drugs. 

Tonbridge  (K  ?nt) — Mr.  H.  C  Gain  for  the  supply  of  dry- 
salteiy  goods  to  the  workhouse.  In  connection  with  the 
drug- supply  for  this  Board,  the  Master  of  the  workhouse  ha? 
asked  for  instructions.  He  explained  that  there  is  a"; 
present  no  contract,  and  that  in  several  Unions  the  plan  is 
adopted  of  pricing  a  scheduled  list  of  the  drugs  required, 
and  then  asking  several  firms  what  discount  they  would 
allow.  The  cost  of  drugs,  &c,  for  the  half-year  ending 
Michaelmas,  1895,  was  901.,  and  in  the  following  half-year 
151.  A  discussion  ensued,  in  course  of  which  several  mem- 
bers pointed  out  that  when  they  stopped  the  doctor  supply- 
ing his  own  physic  they  did  not  make  proper  arrangements 
to  continue  the  supply.  One  member  haviDg  remarked  that 
40Z.  was  previously  stated  to  be  the  cost  of  the  drugs,  the 
Chairman  explained  that  the  expenditure  mentioned  in- 
cluded the  cost  of  some  expensive  surgical  instruments. 
Mr.  Hammond  said  it  seemed  to  him  they  jumped  into  all 
these  new  regulations  before  they  knew  what  the  cost  would 
be.  Mr.  Rose  thought  the  principle  of  competition  was  as 
good  when  applied  to  the  supply  of  drugs  as  to  anything 
else.  The  Master  was  instructed  to  make  a  special  report  on 
the  matter. 

Warrington. — Mr.  H.  Greenougb,  chemist  and  druggist,  to 
supply  medicines. 

Westhampne'it  (Sussex). — Mr.  Whimhurst.  to  supply 
linseed-meal  a'  l^d.  per  lb.;  and  that  of  Mr.  S.  Garland, 
arrowroot,  at  1?.  per  lb. 

St.  Marylebone. — On  Monday  the  Guardians  accepted  the 
following  tenders  for  a  three-months'  supply: — Messrs. 
T.  Hodgkinson,  Prestorsfc  King,  Bishopsgate  Street  Without, 
to  supply  the  Infirmary  and  the  North  and  South  Dispen- 
saries with  drogs,  as  per  detailed  tender,  amounting  to 
201 1.  12s.  3d.  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  Alders- 
gate  Street,  B.C.,  to  supply  the  same  with  druggists,' 
sundries  amounting  to  90Z.  19s.  lid. 

The  Holborn  Board  of  Guardians  met  on  Tuesday  to  con- 
sider tenders  for  the  next  twelve-months'  supplies.  There 
were  only  two  tenders  for  the  supply  of  mineral  waters — 
viz.,  the  Bouillon  Fleet  Company  and  Messrs.  Idris  &  Co. 
The  latter  (the  old  contractors)  were  re-appointed.  For 
drugs  there  ware  four  tenders— viz.,  Messrs.  A.  S.  Hill  &  Son, 
of  Southwark  Street,  25  per  cent,  off  the  list  of  prices  sent 
out  by  the  Guardians  ;  Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers,  Jewry  Street, 
27§  per  cent,  eff ;  Messrs.  T.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King, 
Bishopsgate  Street  Without,  26J  per  cent,  off;  Messrs. 
Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  Holborn,  20  per  cent.  off.  Mr.  Gao. 
Eade  (chemist,  of  Goswell  Road)  moved  that  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  Hill  be  accepted.  Dr.  Hunter  (Chairman  of  the 
Dispensary  Committee)  seconded.  Mr.  Bolton  :  Hadn't  Dr. 
Hunter  to  complain  of  Hill's  drugs  ?  Dr.  Hunter  :  No,  sir. 
Mr.  Bolton:  I  beg  Dr.  Hunter's  pardon;  I  heard  him  cim- 
plain  that  Hill's  drugs  cured  his  patients  too  quickly. 
(Laughter.)    The  motion  was  adopted. 

Fires. 

On  Friday,  September  18,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a  warehouse 
belonging  to  Mr.  A.  Lawton,  chemist,  Hagley  Street,  Hales- 
owen. The  warehouse  was  stored  with  petroleum  and  other 
inflammable  materials,  and  it  took  two  fire-brigades  about 
three  hours'  hard  work  before  they  got  the  flames  under. 
The  damage  is  estimated  at  100Z.,  and  is  covered  by  in- 
surance. 

Early  on  Saturday  morning  a  fire  was  discovered  to  have 
broken  out  at  the  Oldbury  Chemical-works,  in  that  portion 
known  as  the  British  cyanide  section.  Men  employed  in  the 
works  tried  their  best  to  put  it  out,  and  the  Oldbury  fire- 
brigade  cam 3  along,  but  they  also  failed  to  extinguish 
the  flames,  and  it  was  agreed  to  allow  the  fire  to  burn  itself 
out.  The  damage  was  tot  serious,  and  100Z.  of  the  insurance 
will  cover  it. 

A  fire  occurred  last  Monday  in  Thornton's  drug  stores, 
Landor  Road,  S  W.,  caused  by  a  lighted  match  thrown  from 
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outside,  which,  but  for  the  prompt  action  of  Mr.  Thornton 
and  his  assistant,  and  finally  the  prompt  arrival  of  engines, 
might  have  been  disastrous.  As  it  was,  the  damage  was 
chiefly  caused  by  smoke  and  water. 

Advanced  Evening  Science  Classes. 

A  new  departure  is  being  taken  this  session  by  the 
councils  of  University  College  and  King's  College,  London, 
by  the  inauguration  of  a  series  of  advanced  courses  of 
lectures  and  demonstrations  of  a  university  type  for  the 
benefit  of  evening  students  who  are  unable  to  attend  day 
classes.  The  programme  for  the  present  session  includes 
courses  on  mechanical  engineering,  electrical  engineering, 
and  practical  chemistry  by  the  professors  at  University 
College,  and  courses  on  civil  engineering,  architecture,  ex- 
perimental and  practical  physics,  and  pure  mathematics  by 
the  professors  at  King's  College. 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society, 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in  Whiteley's 
College,  New  Surrey  Street,  on  Wednesday  evening.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Eardley.  The  annual  report, 
which  was  read  by  Mr.  Squire  (Secretary),  alluded  to  the 
work  carried  on  by  the  Society  during  the  pa9t  year,  and 
made  the  gratifying  announcement  that  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy had  done  batter  than  in  previous  years,  and,  after 
paying  expenses,  showed  a  balance  towards  the  Society.  The 
report  was  adopted.  The  following  gentlemen  were  elected 
members  of  the  Council : — Messrs.  J.  Austen,  G.  T.  W. 
Newsholme,  H.  E  Ibbitt,  G.  Owen,  S.  T.  Rhoden,  G.  Squire, 
J.  F.  Eardley.  A.  R.  Fox,  C.  H.  Hewitt,  C.  O.  Morrison, 
J.  Preston,  and  W.  Ward.  The  Council  will  meet  next  week, 
and  from  their  number  will  elect  a  president,  vice-presi- 
dent, and  officers.  A  hope  was  entertained  that  the  President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  oE  Great  Britain  would  be 
able  to  attend  the  opening  meeting  of  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy and  deliver  the  inaugural  address,  bat  as  he  has  found 
himself  unable  to  accept  the  invitation,  the  duty  has  been 
undertaken  by  Mr.  David  Storrar,  of  Kirkcaldy. 

A  Dispute  over  Syphons. 

The  Holborn  Board  of  Guardians  used  to  get  aerated 
waters  from  Messrs.  Geraut  &  Co.  When  the  contract  was 
thrown  open  to  competition  and  went  elsewhere  Messrs. 
Geraut  found  a  deficit  of  syphons  to  the  value  of  40Z.  The 
Guardians  could  find  no  trace  of  the  goods,  and  refused  to 
pay  for  the  deficiency  even  when  threatened  with  legal 
action.  Now  Messrs.  Geraut  have  gone  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  with  their  complaint.  At  the  meeting 
of  the  Guardians  on  Wednesday  the  Clerk  read  a  letter  from 
the  Board  on  the  subject,  and  adding  that  they  had  written 
Messrs.  Gsraut  saying  they  could  not  issue  any  order 
upon  the  Guardians  until  they  had  a  full  statement  from 
both  debtor  and  creditor.  Mr.  Bolton  expressed  great 
surprise  at  this  action  of  the  firm.  The  Clerk  said  he 
believed  that  Messrs.  Geraut  had  been  advised  that  the 
proper  course  to  pursue  was  to  go  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  before  taking  action.  Mr.  Eade :  All  bark  and  no 
bite.  (Laughter.) 

Suicide  of  a  Drug-store  Manager. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  Mr.  Thomas  Fletcher,  manager  of 
Messrs.  May's  Drug-stores  in  Newland,  poisoned  himself  with 
prussic  acid,  at  Greyfriars  Street,  Northampton.  Mr. 
Fletcher  had  been  employed  at  Messrs.  May's  stores  for 
about  twelve  months.  He  originally  came  from  Lincolnshire, 
and  he  was  apprenticed  at  Wellingborough,  in  Northampton- 
shire. Previous  to  coming  to  Northampton,  to  take  up  his 
situation  at  Messrs.  May's,  he  was  employed  at  a  drug-store 
in  London,  and  before  that  he  was  dispenser  to  Mr.  Merrick, 
of  the  Drapery,  Northampton.    He  was  about  fifty. 

At  the  inquest,  held  on  Wednesday,  Edward  Allen  King,  of 
London,  secretary  of  May's  Drug-stores,  said  the  deoeased 
had  been  manager  of  the  Northampton  branch  about  twelve 
months.  He  knew  very  little  about  him  personally.  The 
deceased  was  paid  21.  10s.  a  week  and  commission.  Witness 
went  to  Northampton  on  September  15  to  see  Mr.  Fletcher 
about  the  business.  He  had  delayed  paying  the  takings  into 
the  bank  until  a  day  or  two  later  than  usual,  and  when  wit- 
ness spoks  to  him  about  it  he  said  he  had  baen  worried  abou1; 


some  private  troubles.  Witness  subsequently  found  that  the 
money  had  been  paid  into  the  bank  all  right,  but  there  was  a 
slight  deficiency  in  the  accounts  for  last  week.  Witness  told 
him  he  would  have  to  report  his  delay  in  paying  the  takings 
into  the  bank,  and  subsequently  wrote  to  him  saying  that  the 
directors  had  decided  that  in  future  the  takings  would  have 
to  be  paid  into  the  bank  every  day.  Deceased  replied  that 
he  would  see  that  such  a  thing  should  be  done,  and  further 
added  that  he  had  found  a  friend  who  had  promised  to  help 
him  out  of  his  troubles.  He  assured  witness  that  everything 
would  be  all  right  again  at  the  end  of  this  week.  Douglas 
Kelman,  an  assistant  of  Messrs.  May's,  living  in  Highbury 
Park  Road,  London,  said  he  was  sent  down  to  Northampton 
on  Saturday,  September  12,  to  take  deceased's  place,  so  that 
he  could  go  on  his  holidays.  When  witness  arrived  Mr. 
Fletcher  told  him  that  he  did  not  intend  to  go  for  his 
holidays,  as  he  could  not  afford  the  expense.  The  last  time 
witness  saw  deceased  alive  was  at  9  30  p  m.  on  Monday  even- 
ing. He  seemed  in  good  spirits  then.  The  jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  suicide  whilst  temporarily  insane. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  Professor  Tichborne's 
lecture  on  the  new  photography  which  he  will  deliver  oq 
Thursday  evening,  October  1,  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  on  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  School  :— 

Reasons  for  the  new  photography  being  taken  up  by  the  pharmacists- 
Light  and  its  different  rays— Colour  rays,  and  invisible  rays— Cathoiic  rays 
—The  development  of  Orookes'  vacuum-tubes— G-eissler  tubes— The  radio- 
meter—Tubes of  radiant  matter— The  discovery  of  Professor  Rontgen's 
'x  rays"  by  the  aid  of  Crookes'  perfect  vacuum-tube— Penetrating  power 
of  these  rays— The  old  photography,  that  of  reflected  light— The  new 
photography,  the  photography  of  transmitted  light— The  x  raya  and 
chemical  silts— Possible  improvements  in  landscape  photography— The 
photographic  effect  of  fluorescent  light  shown— Fluorescjnt  light  and  x 
rays  as  a  mode  of  detecting  adulteration— The  focussing-tube— Illustrations 
of  the  different  penetrating  powers  of  the  x  rays— How  to  distinguish 
diamonds  from  paste— The  scientific  clairvoyant,  x  rays  reveal  the  contents 
of  a  purse— Seeing  through  a  frog,  a  fish,  and  a  puppy-dog— The  serpent- 
Aid  to  surgery— The  needle  in  the  lady'  foot,  bullet  in  the  soldier's  hand— 
The  most  beautiful  lady's  hand  ever  photographed —Dress  and  the  human 
form— Deformity  of  the  bones  of  the  feet  by  tight  boots— The  triumph  of 
photographic  portraits,  the  transparent  child— The  humorous  side  of  the 
question,  Punch,  La  Eire,  &c. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Wells,  President  of  the  Society,  will  preside,  and 
as  a  large  number  of  invitations  have  been  issued  the 
attendance  is  expected  to  be  in  proportion. 

Preparing  for  the  "Winter. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  will  be  held  at  the 
Society's  Rooms  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on  an  early 
day,  to  arrange  for  the  date  of  the  opening  of  the  winter 
session,  and  to  prepare  a  syllabus.  Mr.  Hardy,  the  Honorary 
Secretary  of  the  Association,  is  slowly  recovering  from  the 
effects  of  a  nasty  accident  which  he  had  on  the  Kerry 
mountains  the  other  day. 

Carbolic  PoisoniDg. 
John  Mann,  a  young  fellow  belonging  to  Maguiresbridge, 
died  in  the  Belfast  Royal  Hospital  last  week  from  carbolic- 
acid  poisoning. 
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Cyanide  as  a  Pick-me-up. 

On  Monday  a  coroner's  jury  at  Fermoy  fonnd  that  John 
W.  Hodges,  principal  canteen  steward  at  Kilworth  Camp, 
had  committed  suicide  with  cyanide  of  potassium.  Evidence 
tended  to  show  lhat  deceased  was  overworked  during 
Ihe  recent  manoeuvres,  drank  more  than  usual  for  a 
fortnight,  and  was  depressed  in  his  manner.  A  corre- 
spondent now  informs  the  Freeman's  Journal  that  deceased 
was  in  the  habit  of  taking  as  much  as  5  gr.  of  cyanide  of 
potassium  in  a  dose  to  counteract  the  effects  of  drink,  and 
the  opinion  is  gaining  ground  that  he  inadvertently  took  an 
overdose.  [Acid,  bydrocyan.  dil.  in  v.  is  a  not  unusual  pick- 
me-up,  and  the  correspondent  may  have  got  hold  of  that 
idea.  Five  grains  of  potassium  cyanide  would  be  a  fatal 
dose.— Ed.  C.  $  -D  ] 

Thwarted. 

On  Saturday  last  Samuel  Webb,  compounder  at  Mr.  W.  R. 
Wilson's  pharmacy,  Dalling  Street,  Enniskillen,  intentionally 
swallowed  a  quantity  of  morphine.  Dr.  Bell  was  at  once 
summoned,  and  succeeded  in  restoring  him  to  consciousness, 
after  which  the  polics  took  him  to  Ihe  County  Infirmary. 
Webb,  who  is  25  years  old,  had  been  with  Mr.  Wilson  a 
week  or  two  only,  and  on  the  mornirjg  of  the  occurrence  he 
received  notice  of  dismissal.  He  said  to  a  fellow- assistant, 
"  Good-bye,  Young ;  I'll  be  dead  in  ten  minutes."  He  then, 
it  is  alleged,  swallowed  the  poison.  On  Webb's  recovery  he 
will  be  tried  at  the  Petty  Sessions  on  the  charge  of  attempt- 
ing to  commit  suicide. 

Pepsin  for  Paupers. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  written  to  the  Guardians 
cf  the  Athy  Union  criticising  tbe  action  of  the  dispensary 
officer  in  ordering  1  lb.  of  pulv.  pepsin  porci,  and  stating 
that  this  preparation,  which  costs  30s.  per  lb.,  does  not  keep 
well,  and  that  1  oz  would  have  been  sufficient  to  ask  for  at 
a  time,  having  regard  to  the  number  of  dispensary  patients 
and  the  number  likely  to  suffer  from  the  variety  of  dyspepsia 
benefited  by  that  particular  drug.  The  dispensary  officer 
has  replied  by  submitting  the  opinion  of  analysts  and  the 
following  chemists  : — Boileau  &  Boyd,  Dublin;  Evans,  Sons 
&  Co  ,  Liverpool ;  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan,  London  ;  all  of 
whom  positively  state  that  pepsin  has  never  been  known  to 
go  bad  with  age  when  kept  in  a  dry  place.  The  dispensary 
officer  declines  to  recognise  aDy  authority  to  decide  how 
many  of  his  patients  would  likely  benefit  by  the  drug  referred 
to,  as  the  responsibility  is  his  alone. 

The  Birr  Medicine  contract. 

The  Local  Government  Boatd  have  now  replied  to  the  Birr 
Guardians  in  respect  to  the  medicine  contract  with  Mr. 
Goldon,  whose  reply  was  referred  to  in  our  issue  of  Septem- 
ber 12.  The  Board  say  : — "  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  contained 
in  the  Guardians'  minutes  of  September  5,  I  have  to  state 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  see  no  reason  to  alter  in 
any  respect  the  expression  of  tbeir  views  and  the  decision 
arrived  at  upon  a  careful  consideration  of  the  evidence  taken 
at  the  recent  inquiry  relative  to  the  medicinercontract,  and 
when,  having  regard  to  the  nature  of  that  evidence,  the 
Local  Government  Board  called  upon  the  Guardians  to 
terminate  the  contract  in  question,  the  Board  did  not  for  a 
moment  suppose  that  the  Guardians  would  think  of  again 
entrusting  the  supply  of  drugs  to  Mr.  Goldon,  and  the  Local 
Government  decline  to  entertain  such  a  proposal."  Not- 
withstanding the  peremptory  tone  of  this  letter,  the 
Guardians  have  decided  to  again  consider  Mr.  Gordon's 
communication.  A  number  of  them  have  expressed  the 
opinion  that,  seeing  that  Mr.  Goldon  was  unfairly  treated,  they 
can  reappoint  him,  and  amply  secure  themselves  for  the 
proper  fulfilment  of  the  contractor's  terms  in  the  bonds. 

No  Chemists  Need  Apply. 

The  Governors  of  the  County  Kerry  Infirmary  met  last 
week  to  appoint  an  apothecary  at  302.  per  annum.  Messis. 
W.  Dowling  and  C.  Crowley,  pharmacists,  Tralee,  were  tho 
only  applicants,  and  the  Governors  debated  at  some  length 
the  propriety  of  appointing  a  chemist  to  the  position.  Mr. 
Qainlan  said  there  was  no  difference  between  a  chemist  and 
an  apothecary.  He  knew  many  cases  where  apothecaries 
■were  advertised  for  aid  chenrsis  appointed.    Mr.  Dowling, 


cne  of  the  candidates,  was  recently  elected  nnder  similar 
circumstances  by  the  Guardians  of  the  Tralee  Union.  After 
a  long  discussion  a  vote  was  taken,  with  the  result  that 
neither  of  the  candidates  was  appointed. 

Trade  Notes. 

Messrs.  H.  &  R.  Lions,  chemists,  Omagh,  have  been  ap- 
pointed drug  and  medicine  contractors  to  the  Omagh  Pooe- 
law  Union. 

A  company  ha?  been  formed  in  Dublin  for  the  sale  of 
"  Hermine,"  a  reuedy  for  scalds,  bruises,  and  stiffness  of 
joints.  The  who'esale  depot  is  at  Messrs.  Hayes  &  Son's, 
pharmacists,  12  G ration  Street. 


marked  in  all  cases. 


They  Bowled  in  the  Bain. 
The  annual  bo wling-match  between  rinks  representing 
the  chemists  of  Partick  and  the  Glasgow  Apothecaries'' 
Company  was  played  on  Bellahouston  Green  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  September  16.  The  weather  was  nnpropitious- 
for  good  play,  ths  green  being  very  wet  and  heavy  after 
long-continued  rain ;  but.  in  spite  of  the  bad  conditions,  the- 
game  was  a  most  enjoyable  one,  and  after  being  well-con- 
tested ended  in  favour  of  the  Partick  rink  by  6  shots.  Tbe 
representatives  w?re  as  follows :— Partick  :  Messrs.  George 
Robertson,  W.  L.  Currie,  Robert  Gordon,  and  John  McNicol 
(skip)  ;  22  shots.  Glasgow  Apothecaries'  Company  :  Messrs. 
John  Lillie,  Colin  Campbel),  John  Walker,  and  David- 
Houston  (skip) ;  16  shots. 

The  Friendly  Dispensaiy. 
The  members  of  the  Dundee  Friendly  Societies  have  by  a 
majority  agreed  not  to  start  the  open  dispensary,  which  was 
proposed  some  tims  ago  for  tbe  purpose  of  dispensing  the- 
prescriptions  of  their  medical  attendants,  and  supplying 
themselves  and  the  public  with  physic  generally.  Toe 
minority  are  considering  whether  they  should  not  make  the 
venture  themselves,  but  the  movement  is  not  likely  to  come 
to  anything. 

Personalities. 
Mr.  Fred  Bishop,  a  chemist  at  the  Linlithgow  Oil  Works 
is  proceeding  to  Rangoon  as  chemist  to  the  Burmah  Oil 
Company. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  Mr.  John  Davidson,  author 
of  "  Fleet  Street  Eclogues,"  served  two  years  in  the  chemical 
laboratory  of  a  Greenock  sugar  refinery  when  he  was  a  boy. 

Mr.  D.  H.  Ferrier,  chemist  and  druggist,  Dundee,  wa3 
called  upon  in  his  official  capacity  as  Senior  Bailie  of  the  city, 
to  present  the  Czar  with  an  address  when  he  passed  through 
Dundee  on  Tuesday  ;  and  the  bailie  seems  to  have  done  it 
well,  for  he  extracted  a  brief  speech  from  the  autocrat, 
which  is  more  tban  provosts  of  Leith  and  Edinburgh, 
got. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club. 
The  golf  section  of  this  club  decided  their  autumn 
competition  on  Monday,  which  was  the  annual  local  holiday. 
The  Leven  links  ia  Fifeshire  was  tbe  course  selected.  The 
prizes  offered  for  competition  were  much  above  the  average, 
and  were  presented  by  Mr.  J.  Brown  (President  of  the  club) 
Mr.  John  Bowman,  Mr.  Geo.  Lunan,  the  general  committee, 
and  the  club.  This,  probably,  along  with  the  fin© 
weather,  accounted  for  the  large  turn-out  of  members.  The 
forenoon's  play  resulted  in  D.  Philip  securing  the  scratch 
award,  together  with  the  "Dick  Challenge  Medal."  His 
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score  was  93.  H.  D.  Alexander  won  the  first  handicap 
prize  with  99,  Geo.  Lnnan  (second)  101,  Geo.  Robertson  and 
W.  B.  Cowie  (tie)  102,  J.  Stott,  J.  Morison,  and  T.  Nicol 
(tie)  103.  Luncheon  was  served  in  the  Caledonian  Hotel; 
thereafter  the  company  were  photographed.  The  afternoon's 
play  resulted  in  W.  B.  Cowie  securing  first  honours ;  the 
other  prize-winners  were  J.  P.  Gibb,  A.  J.  Dey,  J.  Stott,  and 
J.  Stewart. 


ffrencfo  mews. 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.') 


Naming  the  Streets. — M.  Bocquillon,  pharmacist,  of 
Paris,  thinks  that  two  streets  of  the  French  metropolis  ought 
to  bear  the  names  of  Caventou  and  Pelletier,  as  this  pos- 
thumous honour  has  already  been  granted  to  numerous  phar- 
maceutical and  chemical  worthies,  Pasteur  being  thelattst. 
He  has  formed  a  small  committee  of  fellow-pharmacists  to 
endeavour  to  carry  his  proposal  into  effect. 

Dr.  Caventou,  son  of  the  savant  above  alluded  to,  took 
tte  chair  at  the  Academy  of  Medicine  last  week  (the  Presi- 
dent and  two  Secretaries  being  out  of  town);  and,  after  a 
suitable  allusion  to  the  recent  death  of  Dr.  Jules  Rochard, 
invited  the  members  to  suspend  the  sitting  as  a  mark  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  their  deceased  ex-President  and 
colleague. 

An  Old  Custom.— In  an  article  on  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
which  appears  in  Monday's  Temps,  M.  D'Echerac  mentions 
that  the  custom  of  the  French  hospital  doctor  being  accom- 
panied in  his  daily  -usifc  to  the  wards  by  an  apothecary 
charged  to  inscribe  and  subsequently  execute  his  prescrip- 
tions dates  from  1750.  The  really  efficient  and  ordeily 
administration  of  the  hospital  services,  remarks  the  <x- 
Secteiary  of  the  Assistance  Publique,  dates  from  this  pericd 

Division  Amongst  Labourers. — At  the  first  official 
meeting  of  the  new  Association  and  Benefit  Society  for 
Pharmacists  and  Druggists' Assistants,  &c,  already  alluded  to 
in  these  columns  (May  9).  M.  Peyneou  was  elected  Presi- 
dent, MM.  Cantenot  and  Verdier  vice-Presidents,  M.  Pion 
Treasurer,  and  M.  Safcrcada  Secretary.  Recognising  several 
of  these  names  as  some  of  the  most  active  and  eloquent 
membsrs  of  the  Assistants'  Syndicate,  our  representative 
called  on  M.  Cantenot.  He  is  employed  in  a  pharmacy  in 
the  busy  Rae  Oberkampf,  and  between  the  intervals  of  serv- 
ing the  customers  who  (as  every  pharmacist  knows)  always 
flock  in  when  dinner-time  arrives,  explained  this  secession. 
It  would  appear  that  all  the  members  of  the  syndicate  do 
not  share  the  views  of  M.  Jocelyn  Robert  (the  President)  aa 
to  the  impossibility  of  gaining  anything  from  their  employers 
by  friendly  persuasion.  Certain  articles  in  the  Pharmacie 
Labor  ieusc  (the  official  monthly  organ  of  the  syndicate)  on 
trie  burning  question  of  relations  between  pharmacists  and 
assistants,  hours  of  work,  &c,  were  couched  in  terms  to 
which  some  employers  objected.  Among  these  was  M. 
Riethe,  President  of  the  Paris  Syndicate  of  Pharmacists,  who 
was  at  first  not  unfriendly  to  the  Assistants'  Syndicate.  Feel- 
ing that  things  we:e  going  too  far.and  unable,  as  a  minority, 
to  influence  matters  seriously,  certain  members  seceded  from 
the  Assistants'  Syndicate  and  formed  the  new  Association, 
appealing  to  assistants  who  "are  more  preoccupied  by  a 
desire  for  work  and  thoughts  of  their  future  career  than  by 
fugitive  and  transitory  illusions."  "  We  are  going  to  leave 
the  question  of  long  hours  alone  for  the  present,"  said  M. 
Cantenot,  "and  try  and  form  a  good,  solid  bent  fit  societry.  It 
is  too  early  to  say  much  yet,  but  I  may  say  the  bulk  of  our 
adherents  so  far  are  from  the  provinces.  We  want  to  fix 
the  annuities  at  101.  ard  sick  pay  at  2f.  per  day  to  begin 
modestly  and  see  how  things  go."  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Assistant's  Syndicate,  whose  offices  are  at  the  Bourse  de 
Travail,  are  not  idle.  The  Secretary,  M.  Eequs,  has  been 
travelling  in  the  provinces  to  beat  up  recruits  and  form 
branchep.  It  is  doubtful  if  there  is  really  room  for  the  two 
Associations,  and  it  is  a  pity  some  compromise  cannot  be 
affected.  The  new  Association  invites  pharmacists  to  support 
them  as  the  allies  of  the  employers,  and  accepts  them  as 
honorary  members  on  payment  of  20f.  per  annum.  The 
syndicate,  on  the  o'.her  hand,  rejoices  in  free  premises  and 
municipal  subventions,  so  c  acb  evidently  recognises  the  'no. 
p  stance  of  the  "sinews  of  war." 


foreign  ano  Colonial  iRcm 


Australian  Dentistry. — The  University  of  Sydney, 
N.S.W.,  is  considering  a  proposal  by  Professor  Anderson 
Stuart  to  establish  a  school  of  dentistry  in  connection  with 
the  Medical  Faculty. 

Honour  Satisfied,  Bar  Gone.  —  An  officer  in  the 
German  Army  and  an  apotheker  have  fought  a  duel  at 
Regensburg  in  Bavaria.  For  reasons:  chercluz  la  fciwme. 
The  duel  took  place  in  a  wood  near  the  city,  and  the 
apotheker  returned  home  minus  one  ear,  which  was  shot  off. 

Drdgs  for  Spain. — "  I  think,"  writes  Consul  Hearn  from 
Cadiz,  "  that  more  might  be  done  to  introduce  British  drugs, 
into  the  pharmacies  here,  which  appear  to  use  French  drags, 
and  charge  so  h!gh  for  them  that  poor  people  cannot  afford! 
to  have  prescriptions  made  up.  To  pay  3  pesetas  75c. 
(2.9.  Qd.)  for  20  pills,  containing  40  gr.  of  quinine,  is  more 
than  most  people  can  afford,  especially  with  Howards' 
quinine  at  l.s.  8d.  per  oz." 

The  "Pushing  German." — \  Hamburg  merchant  re- 
ceived a  postcard  from  a  person  in  another  German  tosvrs 
offering  certain  goods,  and  stating  that  unless  an  answer  to 
the  contrary  were  received  within  a  week  the  goods  would' 
be  sent.  The  postcard  was  thrown  into  the  wa9te- paper 
basket  and  the  goods  arrived,  the  bill,  by  a  system  well 
known  on  the  Continent,  being  presented  for  payment  by  the 
postal  authorities  upon  delivery  of  the  goods.  The  merchant 
refused  the  goods.  A  few  days  later  the  sender  wrote 
threatening  proceedings  unless  they  were  accepted.  The 
pestered  merchant  placed  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the 
police,  and  the  sender  was  sentenced  to  ten  days'  imprison- 
ment for  attempted  extortion. 

The  American  Sponge- fisheries.— The  U.S.  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  has  received  a  communication  from  one 
I  Charalampos  Korfios,  who  describes  himself  as  a  Greek, 
I  resident  in  Asia  Minor,  and  by  occupation  a  merchant  and 
;  hsnerman  of  sponges.    This  gentleman  desires  a  commission 
for  the  cultivation,  propagation,  and  fishing  of  sponges  on 
'  the  coasts  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  v?hich  he 
)  states  that  he  has  the  advantage  of  special  machines,  which 
are  his  inventions  and  property.    He  asks  for  transportation 
from  New  York  for  himself,  fourteen  men,  and  his  machines, 
to  the  places  where  sponges  are  found,  and  he  wants  the 
monopoly  of  fi.-hing  sponges  to  be  extended  to  him  for  \he 
next  twenty  jears.    He  speaks  confidently  of  his  ability  to 
develop  a  profitable  industry  ia  America.  Sponge-fisheries 
not  being  witbin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Secretaiy  of  Agricul- 
ture, and  Mr.  Korfios  beirjg  a  foreigner,  his  communication 
has  been  referred  to  the  Department  of  State. 

Morphia  in  the  East. — Two  years  ago  certain  measures- 
were  adopted  in  Hong-Kong,  and  subsequently  in  Singapore, 
Penang,  and  Rangoon,  to  cope  with  the  alarming  proportions- 
which  the  morphia-habit  was  assuming  in  these  places.  An 
ordinance  was  passed  stating  that  no  chemist  or  dealer  wonldi 
be  allowed  to  sell,  except  under  medical  presciiption,  opir.m 
or  morphia  in  any  form  capable  of  being  used  by  bypoe'ermic 
injection.  (This  is  the  one  part  of  the  world  where  the  sa'e 
of  hypodermic  tablets  of  morphia  is  proscribed.)  There  are 
farmers  in  each  town  who  are  authorised  to  sell  opium  for 
smoking  under  a  heavy  licence,  which  is  sold  by  auction  to  the 
highest  bidder,  and  morphia  may  probably  still  be  obtained! 
in  wholesale  quantity  from  China  or  from  Shanghai,  an  open 
Chinese  port;  but  the  effect  of  the  enactment  has  been 
almost  completely  to  check  a  practice  which  was  rapidlv 
demoralising  the  whole  communities,  and  incidentally  of 
stopping  an  unprecedented  demand  for  hypodermic  syringes 
and  the  like.  Across  the  border,  in  Chita,  where  the  more 
ignorant  of  the  people  supp o;e,  and  are  partly  educated  into- 
believing,  that  morphia  is  a  remedy  to  counteract  the  evil 
effects  of  the  opium  habit,  and  where  there  is  no  restriction 
(although  the  Japs  tried  to  introduce  one  into  the  trea'y 
concluded  after  the  late  war),  the  Chinaman  buys  his 
morphia  by  the  pound,  and  his  predilection  is  for  Macfarlan's, 
which  he  must  have  in  original  pound  bottles,  and  which 
imported  in  quantities  that  they  wot  not  of  in  Bomve 
Scotland. 
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legal  'Reports* 


13  A  FOREMAN  A  WORKMAN? 
fsr  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  September  18,  before  Mr. 
Julian  Robins,  Assistant- Judge,  and  a  jury,  a  case  was 
adjudicated  upon,  raising  important  questions  to  the 
chemical-trade  under  Lord  Campb3ll's  Act  and  the  Em- 
ployers' Liability  Act.  Mrs  Harriett  F.  Dennis  (widow  of 
David  E.  Dennis)  and  Ellen  R.  Dennis,  her  daughter,  sought 
io  recover  the  sum  of  429Z.  against  Messrs.  Forbes,  Abbott 
4c  Lennard,  chemists,  165  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C.,  as 
damages  for  the  loss  of  their  husband  and  father  re- 
spectively. 

Mr.  Blackwell  was  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  Ellis 
Hill  for  the  defendants. 

In  opening  the  case,  Mr.  Blackwell  stated  that  Mrs. 
Dennis  had  been  deprived  of  her  husband,  who  had  lost  his 
life  while  in  the  defendants'  service  in  the  course  of  the  manu- 
facture of  some  chemicals.  The  defendants  could  only  be 
held  responsible  upon  it  being  shown  that  there  had  been 
cegligence  on  the  part  of  someone  in  their  service  having 
superintendence,  and  it  was  the  plaintiffs'  misfortune  to 
have  to  allege  negligence  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Westbrook,  a 
chemist  in  the  defendants'  service.  Dennis  had  been  with 
defendants  for  twenty  years,  and  had  become  their  foreman 
engineer.  The  accident  occurred  on  April  17,  under  the 
following  circumstances : — The  defendants  had  a  still  for 
distilling  pyridine,  and  on  the  day  of  the  accident  Dennis 
was  standing  near  it,  when  it  exploded.  He  was  severely 
scalded  with  the  boiling  liquid,  and  died  in  the  Seamen's 
Hospital  twelve  days  afterwards.  The  still  was  a  large 
cast-iron  pot,  about  6  feet  6  inches  in  diameter  and 
4  fret  6  inches  in  depth,  encased  in  a  wrought-iron  jacket. 
'It  was  covered  with  a  dome-shapsd  iron  lid,  which  was 
cemented  to  the  top  of  the  pot  where  it  met  the  iron  casing. 
Through  the  carelessness  and  indiscretion  of  Mr.  Westbrook 
(who  had  paid  the  price  of  his  negligence  by  his  death) 
tone  was  a  certain  amount  of  leakage  of  the  cover,  and, 
underMr.  Westbrook's  direction,  the  cementing  wa  again 
attended  t o.  It  had  already  been  found  defective.  On  the 
snorri'ug  of  the  accident  the  apparatus  was  set  in  motion, 
and  w-thin  two  hours  it  was  discovered  that  liquid  or 
vapour  was  coming  out  of  the  ejector- pipe.  The  fact  was 
*ibe  apparatus  was  not  intended  to  stand  internal  pressure. 
It  was  clear,  or  it  ought  to  have  been,  that  there  was  Coo 
■  jnuch  pressure  for  the  apparatus  to  bear.  Mr.  Westbrook 
was  a  chemist  of  very  considerable  promise,  but  he  was  only 
24  years  of  age,  and  he  did  not  draw  the  conclusion  that  he 
should  have  done  from  what  he  saw.  Instead  of  ceasing  to 
work  he  still,  he  ordered  the  ejector-pipe  to  be  plugged  up. 
The  consequence  was  that,  within  five  minutes,  the  internal 
pressure  upon  the  lid  of  the  still  caused  it  to  give  way  at 
one  corner.  The  boiling  liquid  burst  forth  from  the  still, 
blinded  poor  Mr.  Westbrook,  and  went  over  Dennis,  scalding 
•Mm  so  severely  that  be  died,  as  stated.  Mrs.  Dennis  had 
asked  to  be  compensated  for  the  loss  of  her  husband, 
and  the  only  one  of  their  children  dependent  upon  the 
father  for  support  was  also  claiming.  An  inquiry  was 
'.held  into  the  calamity,  and  it  was  then  discovered 
that  the  condenser  was  choked  with  rust,  so  that  the 
vapour  could  not  pass  out  at  all.  There  being  an 
accumulation  of  rust  an  explosion  was  only  a  matter  of  time, 
•  more  or  less,  and  that  should  have  been  observed  by  Mr. 
Westbrook.  Counsel  considered  that  defendants  showed  negli- 
gence by  employing  so  young  a  chemist  as  a  superintendent  of 
such  operations.  One  of  the  defences  raised  was  that  Dennis 
was  not  a  "  workman  "  within  the  meaning  of  the  Employers' 
(Liability  Act,  and  that,  therefore,  no  action  would  lie.  Under 
the  Employer's  and  Workmen's  Act  of  1875,  a  workman  was, 
amongst  other  descriptions,  "  an  artificer  or  otherwise 
engaged  in  manual  labour."  He  did  not  think  it  would  be 
■contended  that  Dennis  was  not  an  artificer.  He  was  in 
receipt  of  weekly  wages  of  2.1.  15s.  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
•a,nd  he  asked  the  jury  to  award  the  plaintiffs  the  full  three 
[years'  wages  at  that  rate. 

Mrs.  Dennis  gave  evidence,  bearing  out  a  portion  of  the 
-statement  of  the  learned  counsel.  She  said  she  had  three 
■other  children,  besides  the  one  now  claiming ;  but  they  were 
all  able  to  keep  themselves.  Before  her  husband  became  a 
Mrernan,  he  was  an  ordinary  workman. 


Charles  Pearce,  in  the  employment  of  the  defendants,  said 
he,  acting  upon  Dennis's  orders,  put  some  cement  round  the 
top  of  the  still.  Dennis  had  about  twenty-five  to  thirty  men 
under  him.  He  never  saw  Dennis  do  any  work  such  as  an 
ordinary  workman  would  do. 

Frederick  C.  Oakley  deposed  to  driving  a  plug  in  by  Mr. 
Westbrook's  orders.  Witness  had  never  assisted  in  working 
the  still  until  the  day  of  the  explosion. 

Henry  T.  Dennis,  son  of  the  deceased,  said  he  had  been  in 
defendants'  service  six  years.  He  worked  under  his  father. 
If  they  were  shorthanded,  his  father  would  work  like  an 
ordinary  workman,  but  ordinarily  he  was  a  foreman  en- 
gineer. 

James  McAllister,  another  servant  from  the  defendants' 
works,  spoke  to  seeing  the  liquor  run  out,  and  in  cross- 
examination  he  said  he  never  saw  Dennis  work. 

Mr.  William  Thorp,  B  Sc.,  F.I.C,  stated  that  he  had  made 
an  examination  of  the  defendants'  works  at  Ordnance  Wharf, 
East  Greenwich,  in  reference  to  the  accident.  He  described 
with  minute  detail  how  the  accident  occurred.  The  still, 
he  explained,  would  not  stand  internal  pressure  to  any 
appreciable  extent ;  but,  as  a  fact,  the  pressure  was  con- 
siderable. He  found  that  the  injector  was  closed  by  the 
contents  of  the  supply-tank  having  become  crystallised.  It 
was  possible  that  it  was  not  closed  at  the  time  of  the 
accident,  but  he  thought  it  most  likely  that  it  was  closed. 
That  was  not  a  proper  way  to  work  the  still,  and  it  was 
certain  to  burst.  To  plug  the  still  in  the  way  deposed  to  by 
one  of  the  witnesses  was  not  at  all  a  prudent  thing  to  do. 
That  was  the  cause  of  the  explosion,  he  thought,  although 
he  was  not  quite  sure. 

That  was  the  plaintiffs'  case. 

Mr.  Hill  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  defendants,  that  there 
was  no  case  to  go  to  the  jury.  First  of  all,  there  was  no 
evidence  that  Dennis  was  a  workman. 

The  Assistant-Judge  said  that  it  was  certainly  a  new 
variety  of  the  cases  which  came  under  the  Employers' 
Liability  Act.  In  that  court  there  had  been  some  wonderful 
cases,  but  this  was  quite  a  new  variety.  Was  there  anything 
in  the  Employers'  Liability  Act  to  show  that  a  foreman  was 
not  a  workman  1 

Mr.  Hill  thought  there  was,  because  all  the  remedies  under 
the  Act  were  given  to  persons  who  were  called  workmen. 
The  plaintiffs,  of  course,  would  have  to  show  that  the  case 
came  within  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  To  be  a  workman  a 
man  must  be  engaged  in  manual  labour.  Lord  Esher  had 
adhered  to  that  definition  in  the  case  of  Morgan  v.  The 
London  General  Omnibus  Company.  He  cited  other  cases 
in  support  of  his  contention,  and  said  that  Dennis's  salary 
was  enough  in  itself  to  show  that  he  was  not  a  workman. 
Repairing  broken  machinery  did  not  constitute  manual  labour 
in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word. 

The  Assistant-Judge  thought  he  would  leave  the  case  to 
the  j  ary,  and  let  them  say  whether  Dennis  was  or  was  not 
a  workman. 

Mr.  Hill  pointed  out  that  it  was  a  question  of  law.  There 
was  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  deceased  was  a  workman 
■ — in  fact,  all  the  evidence  was  the  other  way.  The  learned 
Judge  ought  not  to  impose  upon  the  defendants  a  burden 
which  the  law  did  not  warrant  bim  in  imposing. 

Mr.  Blackwell  argued  that  there  was  plenty  of  evidence 
to  go  to  the  jury.  Dennis  was  an  artificer,  and  therefore  a 
workman. 

The  Assistant- Judge,  after  further  argument,  said  he  was 
exceedingly  sorry  that  the  case  should  go  off  on  a  tech- 
nicality ;  but  he  did  not  think,  upon  consideration,  that 
there  was  evidence  which  he  could  send  to  the  jury.  Mr. 
Thorp  bad  given  his  evidence  extremely  well.  He  was  one 
of  the  best  expert  witnesses  he  had  ever  heard.  It  was  no 
doubt  very  hard  on  the  plaintiffs,  and  he  was  very  sorry  for 
them.  There  was  no  evidence  which  he  could  conscientiously 
leave  to  the  jury  upon  the  question  of  whether  Dennis  was 
a  man  engaged  in  manual  labour  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Employers'  Liability  Act.  Of  course,  if  he  was  wrong  in  his 
view  of  the  law,  the  Divisional  Court  would  put  him  right. 

The  plaintiffs  were  then  non-suited,  with  costs. 


A  YOUNG  "DOCTOR." 

At  the  Bristol  Police  Court  on  Saturday,'  Mr.  Francis  William 
Jackson  was  brought  before  the  Magistrates  charged  with 


September  26,  1896 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


481 


pretending  to  be  a  doctor  and  surgeon,  at  Clifton,  on 
August  3,  1895.  The  defendant  pleaded  guilty.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  taken  at  the  instance  of  the  Medicine  Defence 
Union,  under  the  fortieth  section  of  the  Medical  Act,  1858 
It  appeared  that  defendant  came  to  Bristol  last  summer,  and 
having  advertised  freely,  set  up  a  surgery  at  Clifton,  his 
residence  being  at  Meridian  Place.  He  had  a  brass  plate 
engraved,  on  which  the  word  "  Doctor  "  was  prefixed  to  his 
name,  and  he  used  this  title  on  his  letters  and  posters.  For 
the  defence  it  was  pointed  oat  that  Jackson  was  quite  a 
young  fellow,  being  only  18  years  of  age  when  he  started  in 
Clifton.  He  had  a  taste  for  studying  medicine,  and  had 
made  the  acquaintance  of  a  quack  doctor,  with  the  result 
that  he  had  become  imbued  with  the  idea  that  he  could  cure 
people  as  well  as  others.  He  had  ceased  his  practice 
directly  he  was  communicated  with  by  tbe  Medical  Associa- 
tion. The  Magistrates  fined  the  accuse!  52.  and  52.  costs,  or 
two  months  in  prison. 


MEDICINE-STAMPS  ACT  CASE. 
At  the  Aberdeen  Justice  of  Peace  Court,  on  September  18, 
James  Fraser,  grocer,  Whitecairns,  Belhelvie,  was  charged 
with  selling  to  an  officer  of  Inland  Revenue,  Peterhead,  a 
box  of  Beecham's  pills,  without  having  taken  out  the 
necessary  licence  required  for  such  proprietary  medicices. 
Mr.  Frassr  pleaded  guilty,  but  afterwards  wa9  allowed  to 
explain  that  he  was  not  aware  a  licence  was  required.  It 
was  admitted  by  tbe  prosecutor  that  Mr.  Fraser  was  ignorant 
of  the  law,  and  the  prosecut:on  was  meant  to  bring  the 
matter  under  pnblic  notioe.  The  Magistrates  imposed  the 
modified  penalty  of  12.,  or  seven  days  in  prison. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Analysts  Difb'Eb  on  Gingek. 

At  the  Newport  Petty  Sessions  on  September  16,  Messrs. 
Wm.  Parton  and  Wm.  Hayward,  grocers,  St.  Mary's  Street, 
Newport,  were  summoned  for  selling  adulterated  ground 
ginger.  Defendants  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  stated  that  the 
manufacturers,  Messrs.  Wright  &  Crossley,  Liverpool,  took 
all  responsibility  as  to  the  purity  of  the  giDger.  Haifa 
pound  of  ginger  was  purchased  at  defendants'  shop,  and  the 
county  analyst  (Mr.  Blunt)  certified  that  the  sample  con- 
tained no;  more  than  75  percent,  of  pure  ginger  and  not 
less  than  25  per  cent,  of  spent  ginger.  Mr.  Blunt  was 
closely  cross-examined  with  respect  to  the  tests  which  he 
had  used,  and  he  stated  that  during  his  twenty-sight  years' 
experience  he  had  analysed  five  samples  of  ground  ginger. 
The  test  he  applied  was  to  ascertain  the  total  ash,  the 
soluble  ash,  and  the  cold-water  extract.  He  found  in  the 
sample  1-24  per  cent,  of  soluble  ash,  the  normal  quantity 
being  2  5  per  cent.  From  this  test,  according  to  data  laid 
down  in  one  of  the  best  text-books,  he  inferred  that  the 
same  was  adulterated  to  the  extent  of  25  per  cent.  The 
defence  was  that  the  ginger  was  absolutely  pure  ;  and  Mr. 
Walter  C.  Williams,  public  analyst  at  Lancaster,  Liverpool, 
and  other  places,  was  called.  He  stated  that  the  sample 
analysed  by  him  was  ginger  of  high  quality  and  absolutely 
free  from  spent  ginger.  He  cime  to  that  conclusion  by 
examining  the  sample  under  the  microscope,  and  found  that 
it  consisted  entirely  of  pure  ginger.  Every  particle  appeared 
to  be  genuine  ginger,  and  if  there  had  been  any  sjent 
ginger  he  would  have  detected  it  by  the  changed  shape  of 
the  starch  granules.  He  found  chemically  that  it  contained 
6  per  cent,  of  resin  and  1  25  of  essential  oil.  These  were 
perfectly  normal  quantities.  A  portion  of  the  soluble  ash 
was  taken  away  in  the  process  of  manufacture,  and  in  the 
best-prepared  ginger  there  would  be  a  low  ash.  The  micro- 
scope was  the  truest  test,  and  the  other  was  only  inference. 
He  agreed  with  Mr.  Blunt'd  figures,  but  his  conclusions  were 
wrong.  The  Bench  said  ttey  were  not  satisfied  that  the 
ginger  was  adulterated,  and  they  dismissed  the  case,  but 
declined  to  allow  defendants'  costs. 


DIRECTORS'  LIABILITY. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Thursday,  before  Mr. 
Commissioner  Kerr,  Messrs.  J.  Hewitt  &  Co.,  8  St.  Eenet 
Pace,  EC,  soughs  to  recover  the  sum  of  42.  15s.  6d.  for 


disinfectants  supplied,  as  alleged,  io  toe  defendant,  Mr. 
F.  W.  Jones,  60  Mark  Lane,  E  (J.  The  delendant  s-aid  tbat 
the  goods  were  supp'ied  not  to  him  but  to  a  disinfectant 
company  of  which  he  happened  t)  be  a  director.  The 
plaintiffs  should  have  sued  the  company.  Mr.  Commissioner 
Kerr  pointed  out  that  the  defendant  might  have  had  his  co- 
directors  added  as  co  defendacts,  as  a  director  of  the 
company  was  liable  for  the  debt.  The  Defendant :  I  am  not 
paid  for  my  director:hip.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr:  That 
does  not  matter.  If  you  will  allow  me  to  say  so,  it  only 
shows  that  yon  were  vary  unwise  in  becomicg  a  director  of 
anything  without  kcowing  tb.it  you  we^e  to  be  piid.  You 
must  pay  tbis  debt,  and  y.iu  must  get  it  from  your  co- 
directors,  and  make  tbem  pay  their  share  It  will  be  a  goad 
lesson  to  them.  The  Dafendan'. :  Bat  according  to  this  I 
shall  be  liable  forall  the  company's  debts.  JUr.  Commissioner 
Kerr:  Well,  that  is  tbe  law  of  trie  case.  You  will  do  very 
little  by  an  appeal.  Yon  will  only  brine:  a  lot  of  creditors 
down  upon  you.  Judgment  was  then  entered  for  the 
plaintiffs. 


Bankruptcies  an&  failures* 


Re  Geoege  W.  Beswick,  41  North  John  Stre3t,  Livorpool„ 
Merchant  in  Colours  and  chemicals. 

This  debtor  wag  examined  at  the  Manchester  Bankruptcy 
Court  on  Monday.  His  liabilities  are  scheduled  at  5,4982., 
and  the  assets  are  estimated  to  realise  3782.  The  debtor 
(who  is  also  a  cloth  merchant)  stated  that  1,5002.  to  2.000Z. 
of  his  deficiency  was  due  to  losses  in  his  chemical  business, 
which  he  started  in  August,  1895,  on  the  suggestion  of  a 
gentleman  who  had  since  managed  the  business  there  for 
him.  Oae  cause  of  his  failure,  he  said,  was  the  selling  of 
goods  at  a  sacrifice  by  his  Liverpool  manager  without  his 
knowledge.  On  this  point  the  debtor  was  exhaustively 
examined  by  the  assistant  official  reoeiver,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  examination  be  admitted  that  be  first  became  aware 
of  his  insolvency  about  June,  1894.  The  examination  was 
adjourned. 


Re  Elizabeth  Ann  Redhead,  and  Dorothy  Mason,. 
South  Shields,  trading  as  H.  J.  Mason  &  Cj.,  Chemists. 

The  public  examination  of  these  debtors  took  place  at 
the  Newcastle  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Tuesday.  Mrs  Redhead, 
in  the  course  of  her  replies  to  questions  put  by  the  Official1 
Receiver,  stated  that  she  resided  at  Rothbury  Terrace,  New- 
castle. She  commenced  business  in  1893,  when  she  took 
over  a  business  formerly  carried  on  by  her  brother,  who  was 
then  in  financial  difficulties.  She  took  over  the  liabilities 
and  assets  of  the  business.  The  liabilities  amounted  to 
about  5002.  She  could  not  say  what  was  the  value  of  the 
stock,  as  no  steps  were  taken  to  ascertain  it.  Witness  put 
1502.  into  the  business,  and  her  mother,  Mrs.  Mason,  put  in 
302.  They  did  not  know  anything  about  the  business,  but  is 
had  been  carried  on  by  an  experienced  manager. 


Clothed  with  Dignity.  -The  recent  rumours  regard- 
ing the  adoption  of  an  official  costume  for  the  President,  of 
the  French  Republic  recalls  the  fact  that  it  was  Louis  X VI. 
who  conferred  on  the  "  New  College  of  Pharmacy  of  Paris  " 
(1777)  the  privilege  of  dressing  its  beadle  in  the  "King's 
grand  livery,"  and  its  concierges  and  servants  in  the  Royal 
undress  livery,  the  latter  being  blue  turned  up  with  red. 
These  gorgeous  Bumbles  have  been  swept  away  by  the  tide 
of  revolution  ;  but  the  blue  livery  of  the  concierge  and  minor 
officials  still  strikes  the  eye  of  the  visitor  to  the  Paris 
Superior  School  of  Pharmacy.  But  it  was  when  Napoleon  I. 
came  to  be  Emperor  that  costume  asserted  its  ancient  sway, 
and  while  designing  his  coronation-robes  Nap.  found  time  to 
decide  on  the  black-and-red  robes  which  the  professors  of 
the  School  don  for  State  funerals  and  similar  occasions,  and 
which  are  far  from  ungraceful.  Like  the  palm-embroidered 
vestments  of  the  Institute,  these  costumes  have  survived 
some  half-dozsn  revolutions — in  fact,  the  slight  manner  in 
which  constitutional  changes  affect  the  School  of  Pharmacy 
would  seem  to  point  to  its  real  usefulness. 
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THE  business  of  the  British  Association  seriously  com- 
menced on  Thursday,  September  17,  with  the  addresses 
of  Chairmen  of  Sections,  and  the  only  one  of  these  which 
calls  for  remark  in  this  place  is  Professor  J.  J.  Thomson's  to 
the  Mathematical  and  Physical  Ssction.  This  was  largely 
taken  up  with 

Roentgen  Rays. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks  Professor  Thomson  said  we 
are  not  yet  acquainted  with  any  crucial  experiment  which 
shows  unmistakably  tbat  these  rays  are  waves  of  tranverso 
■vibration  in  the  ether,  or  that  they  are  waves  of  normal 
vibration,  or,  indeed,  that  they  are  vibrations  at  all.  He 
-went  on  to  discuss  the  question  as  to  whether  the  rays  are 
really  light,  the  fact  that  they  are  tot  subject  to  polarisation 
being  against  that  view  ;  but  he  considered  that  the  absence 
of  refraction,  instead  of  being  in  contradiction  to  the 
Roateen  rays  being  a  kind  of  light,  is  exactly  what  we 
should  expect  if  the  wave-length  of  th9  light  were  exceed- 
ingly scnall.  The  whole  matter  was  brought  up  the  next 
day  (Friday),  when  there  was  a  general  discussion  in  the 
Section  on  theories  concerning  the  rajs.  Professor  P. 
iLenard,  who  opened  the  discussioD,  considers  the  rays 
outside  the  Crookes  tube  to  be  cathode-rays  similar  to  those 
inside  the  tube,  bat  with  very  small  capacity  of  deviation  in 
a  magnetic  field.  This  was  his  deduction  from  a  series  of 
experiments  in  which  the  rays  were  thrown  through  a 
moderately  thin  aluminium  window.  Sir  George  Stokes  did 
not  approve  of  the  explanation.  He  said  that  Professor 
Leoard's  cathode- rays  striking  on  one  side  of  the  aluminium 
window  had  given  rise  to  cathode-rays  on  the  ether  side, 
just  as  in  the  electrolysis  of  a  solution  of  copper  sulphate 
by  copper  electrodes  copper  ions  are  taken  off  one  side  of 
the  electrode  and  other  copper  ions  placed  on  the  other 
side.  He  did  rot  think  cathode-rays  and  x  rays  are  similar 
in  caiure,  because  their  properties  are  so  Different.  He 
believed  x  rays  to  be  a  sudden  and  non-periodic  disturbance 
of  the  ether  either  longitudinal  or  transverse  to  the  direction 
of  its  propa£ation,  the  disturbance  being  repeated  at  each 
impact  of  a  molecule  against  the  surface  from  which  the 
<c  Tays  emanate.  Professor  G.  F.  Fitzgerald  leant  to  the 
opinion  that  Rontgen  rays  are  not  ether  phenomena  at  all,  and 
the  discussion  as  a  whole  left  the  matter  ia  rather  a  foggy 
condition;  but  opinion  appears  to  be  veering  round  to  the 
view  that  Rontgen  rays  and  their  effects  can  be  explained 
entirely  upon  an  electric  basis,  and  that  the  ocular  mani- 
festations are  the  luminous  product  of  electrolytic  action. 
We  do  not  say  that  electricity  is  light  because  it  products 
an  electric  light,  nor  need  we  say  that  Roatgen  rays  are 
light  because  they  print  photographs. 

In  a  subsequent  paper  Professor  Pucker  stated  that  if  a 
vacuum-tube  ceases  to  give  x  rays  by  reason  of  its  resistance 
becoming  too  low.  on  coa'  icg  the  outside  with  tinfoil  the  rays 
appear  again.  When  the  resistance  is  too  high '  heating 
the  tube  is  the  best  method  of  procedure.  An  interesting 
series  of  experiments  regarding  the  duration  of  x  radiation 
were  described  by  Dr.  F.  T.  Trouton,  the  outcome  of  which 
was  tbat  for  each  spark  the  duration  lasts  from  si5  to  xmho 
of  a.  second. 

Within  the  last  few  months  M.  Becquerel  has  discovered 
an  invisible  radiation,  possessing  many  of  the  properties  of 
the  Rontgen  rays,  which  is  emitted  by  many  fluorescent 
substances,  and  to  an  especially  marked  extent  by  uranium 
salts.  Professor  S.  P.  Thompson  read  a  paper  dealing  with 
«he  relation  of  these  new  rays  to  the  cathode  and  x  rays,  and 
upon  this  there  was  a  long  discussion  on  the  above  lines. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  papers  read  in  the  Chemical 
Section  was  on 

Nitkate  op  Soda. 

Dr.  William  Newton,  F.I.C.,  F  C  S  ,  39  Mincing  Line,  E.C., 
■was  the  author.  He  stated  that  the  sodium  nit^are  oc:u-s 
in  the  northern  provinces  of  Chile,  in  a  narrow  baud  follow- 
ing the  eastern  foot  of  the  coast-line  of  hills,  at  an  elevation 
of  3,000  feet  to  4.000  feet,  and  at  a  distance,  in  direct  line 
from  the  sea,  varying  from  15  to  35  miles.  Owing  to  its 
rainless  condition,  this  plain  is  almost  absolutely  devoid  of 
growing  vegetation.    Previous  vegetation  there  has  been  in 


abundance,  as  shown  by  the  remains  of  forests  a  few  inches 
below  the  surface  ;  in  addition  to  which  large  quantities  of 
organic  matter  are  carried  down  by  mountain  floods.  The 
decomposition  of  this  organic  matter  forms  nitrate  in  the 
ordinary  way,  but  the  nitrate  has  no  growing  vegetation  to 
absorb  it,  and  is,  therefore,  carried,  in  solution  by  the 
drainage  waters  of  the  west  side  of  the  Andes,  which  are 
always  percolating  under  the  surface  of  the  plain,  and  at 
periods  of  about  eight  or  nine  years  even  completely  flood 
it.  These  waters  collect  below  the  surface  at  the  lower  side 
of  the  plain  against  the  coast  bills,  and  there  evaporate 
under  the  hot,  dry  atmosphere.  The  crude  nitrate  is  found 
under  a  layer  of  a  few  inches  of  blown  dust  The  first 
layer  of  nitrate-bearing  strata  is  extremely  ha'd  rock,  con- 
taining from  10  to  20  per  cent,  of  nitrates.  This  rock  varies 
from  a  few  inches  in  thickness  to  16  feet  and  18  feet,  and  is 
bored  through  to  reach  the  richer  material  called  caliche, 
which  contains  sometimes  as  much  as  70  to  80  per  cent,  of 
nitrate.  The  caliche-layer  also  varies  ia  thickness  up  to 
sometimes  7  feet.  In  the  extraction  the  boring  is  continued 
through  this,  and  the  whole  mass  is  upheaved  by  blasting- 
powder.  The  shiDtnents  of  nitrate  havo  increased  from 
55,000  tons  in  1860  to  1,218,000  tons  in  1895.  Daring  the 
last  twenty  years  there  has  been  little  real  improvement 
and  economy  in  the  production  of  nitrate,  and  there  is  com- 
plete neglect  of  the  millions  of  tons  of  the  rocky  cap  called 
costra,  which  in  the  aggregate  contains  vastly  more  nitrate 
than  has  ever  been,  or  will  be,  extracted  from  the  caliche. 
It  is  already  broken  up  by  extracting  ths  caliche  below  it. 
It  analyses  over  large  areas  to  an  average  of  16  to  20  per 
cent,  of  nitrate,  with  a  thickness  very  o'ten  of  10  feet  and 
more.  There  are  other  defects  and  sour3es  of  waste  which 
will  also  have  to  be  remedied  in  the  future ;  but  it  will  need 
years  of  bard  times,  said  Dr.  Newton,  before  the  nitrate 
industry  will  be  forced  into  such  scientific  economies  as  will 
put  it  on  a  level  for  comparison  with  most  of  our  chemical- 
manuf  act  ares. 

MOEE  AEOTJT  HELIUM 

Professor  Ramsay  described  the  physical  properties  of 
this  element.  When  the  gas  i3  allowed  to  diffuse  through  a 
porous  tubs  it  is  divided  into  two  portions,  one  of  which  is 
lighter  thin  the  other.  Both  give  th)  same  spectrum. 
These  two  portions,  moreover,  diffuse  much  more  rapidly 
than  would  be  expected  from  their  density,  and  have  refrac- 
tive indices  which  are  proportional  to  their  densities — a 
relation  which  does  not  hold  for  other  ga=es>.  These  facts 
are  difficult  to  explain  by  the  assumption  that  the  so-called 
helium  is  a  mixture  of  two  gases,  and  Pio'essor  Ramsay 
threw  out  the  suggestion  that  the  abnormal  behaviour  of  the 
gas  maybe  bestexp'ained  by  supposing  that  all  its  molecules 
are  not  oE  exactly  the  same  weight,  and  that  in  the  two 
portions  of  the  gas  which  he  has  obtained  by  diff asion  a 
partial  separation  of  the  lighter  from  the  heavier  molecules 
has  been  effected. 

Professor  J.  Dawar  spoke  of  some  experiments  with 
helium  at  low  temperatures.  The  gas  is  less  easily  con- 
densible  than  hydrogen,  and  has  a  remarkably  low  real 
molecular  volume  and  refractivity.  It  is  a  striking  fact 
that  flaorire,  the  most  active  of  the  chemical  elements,  in 
these  respects  resembles  helium,  the  least  active  of  all. 
Moreover,  the  relation  of  the  refractivity  of  hydrogen  to 
that  of  chlorine  is  almost  the  same  as  that  of  helium  to 
argon — a  fact  which  leDds  some  colour  to  the  view  that,  just 
as  fluorine  is  intermediate  between  hydrogen  and  chlorine,  a 
substance  may  yet  be  discovered  which  will  occupy  a  similar 
position  between  heliam  and  argon. 

Electrolytic  Methods  op  Quantitative  Analysis. 

A  report  from  the  committee,  consisting  of  Professor  J. 
Emerson  Reynolds  (Chairman),  Dr.  C  A.  Kohn  (Secretary), 
Professor  P.  Frankland,  Professor  F.  Clowes,  Dr.  Hugh 
Marshall,  Mr.  A.  E.  Fletcher,  Mr.  D.  H.  Nagel.  and  Professor 
W.  Carleton  Williams  was  submitted.  Ic  dealt  with  the 
bibliography  of  the  subject,  described  a  number  of  pre- 
liminary experiments,  and  included  report)  by  Dr.  Kohn  and 
Mr.  C.  K.  Barnes,  B.Sc  ,  on  the  determination  and  separation 
of  antimony  and  tin. 

Chemical  Education. 

Sir  Henry  Roscoe  opened  a  discussion  in  the  Chemical 
Section,  on  Tuesday,  on  "  Chemical  Education  in  England 
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and  Germany,"  in  regard  to  which  he  brought  forward  the 
familiar  arguments.  He  referred  to  the  difficulties  to  be 
encountered  in  getting  technical  education  properly  recog- 
nised by  the  Universities,  especially  the  older  ones,  and 
thought  if  this  difficulty  could  be  settled  greater  attention 
would  be  given  to  science  in  the  lower  schools.  He  also 
pointed  out  that  there  are  national  sciools  of  secondary 
edacation  in  Germany,  and  these  we  lack  in  En^latd.  Toe 
discussion  which  followed  was  quite  academic  in  character. 
While  it  was  admitted  that  a  large  amount  of  money  is 
spent  on  technical  education  in  this  country,  it  wa9  claimed, 
especially  by  Professor  Ramsay,  that  a  greater  share  of  that 
money  should  go  to  higher  scientific  training;  in  the  uni- 
versities. Oa  the  other  hand,  some,  such  as  Proiessor  Fitz- 
gerald, pointed  out  that  what  is  wanted  is  a  change  of 
public  opinion  with  reference  to  secondary  education. 

Chemical  Dead-space. 

Professor  Oscar  Liebreich,  of  Berlin,  brought  before  the 
Chemical  Section  a  series  of  philosophical  experiments,  with 
a  view  to  proving  the  diminution  o£  chemical  action  resulting 
from  limitations  of  space.  He  advanced  as  a  dtductioa 
the  general  proposition  that  liquids  in  proportion  a9  they 
are  placed  in  confk  ed  spaces  acquire,  by  equilibric  reactions, 
the  properties  of  solids;  and  that  friction  in  such  fluids  has 
a  bearing  of  considerable  importance  on  chemical  leaction. 
One  of  the  experiments  was  with  two  kinds  of  glycerine, 
one  coloured  and  lighter  than  the  other.  By  means  of  a 
specially -constructed  apparatus  he  showed  tnat  the  lighter 
liquid  did  not  rise  quite  to  the  surface  of  the  heavier  if 
permitted  to  percolate  through  it.  Professor  Rbmsay,  in 
diseasing  the  communication,  remarked  that  it  snowed  a 
new  class  of  phenomena ;  which  proves  that  the  discoverer 
of  helium  does  not  read  his  Chemist  and  Druggist  care- 
fully enough,  for  in  our  issue  of  May  13,1889,  p  ge  691, 
there  is  a  column  about  the  communicatioo  which  Professor 
Liebrich  made  to  the  Berlin  Acidemy  of  Sciences  on  the 
subject. 

Chemists  Feasted. 

Oa  Friday  evening  last  the  Liverpool  seclion  of  the  Society 
of  Chemical  Industry  entertained  at  dinner  a  number  of  the 
more  prominent  chemists  attending  the  British  Association 
meeting.  Dr.  Kchn,  chairman  of  the  section,  presided. 
Amongst  those  present  were  Dr.  Ladwig  Mond,  Sir  Frederick 
Abel,  Dr.  Thorp?,  Profe:sors  Ramsay,  Liebreich,  McLeod, 
Campbell  Brown,  Bedson,  Dixon,  Smithells,  Fleming,  and 
McKendrick,  Dr.  Hurter,  Dr.  Schack  Sommer,  Messrs.  E  K. 
Muspratt,  Eustace  Carey,  Henry  Brunner,  H.  Wade  Deacon, 
and  J.  C.  Gamble. 

The  Metsic  System. 

Opinions  in  regard  to  a;  rays  and  the  metric  sysl  em  are 
synonymous—  i  e.,  mixed.  On  Saturday  a  paper  by  Mr. 
Fredeiick  Toms  wzs  read  on  "  Metric  Measures  and  our  Old 
System,"  in  which  the  belief  wa3  expressed  that,  sooner  or 
later,  the  British  public  would  have  to  accommodate  itself  to 
a  new  system  of  weights  and  measures,  and  that  the  metric 
system  would  befcre  long  be  legalised.  But  the  system  has 
defects  as  well  as  advantages  ;  admirable  as  it  is  for 
scientific  purposes  and  large  commercial  transactions,  it  is 
not  well  adapted  for  the  small  transactions  of  life.  In  France 
itself  this  has  been  proved,  and  endless  confusion  and  heart- 
burnings would,  he  submitted,  be  sure  to  result  from  an 
attempt  to  compel  the  untaught  British  population  to  use 
tenths  and  hundredths  of  a  kilogramme  or  dekalitre  instead 
of  following  the  ancient  practice  of  dealing  in  pouids  and 
ounces,  quarts  and  pints.  Far  better  would  it  be  to  legalise 
and  define  the  new  meaning  of  old  and  familiar  words  which 
would  certainly  continue  to  be  used  by  the  great  mass  of  the 
people.  In  the  discussion  Mr.  William  Martindale,  10  New 
Cavendish  Street,  W.,  appeared  as  an  out-and-out  champion 
of  the  metric  system.  He  did  not  think  Mr.  Toms's  way  of 
introducing  the  system  was  the  best.  He  thought  a  definite 
time  should  be  fixed  at  which  the  adoption  of  the  decimal 
system  should  be  made  compulsory.  As  a  pharmacist  he 
found  our  measures  most  inconvenient,  and  it  is  a  great 
pity,  he  said,  that  the  system  is  not  employed  in  our  Phar- 
macopoeia as  it  is  in  those  of  other  countries.  Sir  Frederick 
Bramwell  thought  the  modifications  suggested  in  the  paper 
would  be  most  inconvenient,  and  wonld  not  put  us  in  accord 


with  other  countries.  The  metric  sjstem  is  no1'  so  easy  as 
it  is  thought  to  be.  He  raca'ied  the  fact  that  Nipoleon  I. 
tried  to  make  the  new  methols  obligatory  within  two  or 
three  years  ;  but  the  task  was  beyond  him,  and  the  system 
was  only  made  universal  and  compulsory  within  his  own 
recollection.  Unless  one  had  the  marvellous  capacity  for 
figures  of  a  Bidder  the  decimal  system  was  much  harder  to 
work  than  our  own.  One  could  do  one's  business  at  an  Eng- 
l:sh  bank  in  a  quarter  of  the  time  which  was  necessary  in 
France,  and  the  French  clerk  wa9  constantly  mispl icing  the 
decimal  point,  to  the  ludicrous  disturbance  of  the  result. 

On  Monday  afternoon,  in  the  presence  of  the  President, 
Sir  J.  Lister,  Mr.  Thheltoa  Dyer,  F.R.S.,  Ksw,  delivered  a 
lecture  on 

"The  Geographical  Distribution  of  Plants." 

No  flora,  he  said,  is  so  widely  distributed  as  that  of  the 
British  Isles,  aad  there  is  no  species  which  is  absolutely 
peculiar  to  our  islands  The  British  flora  is  only  a  part  of 
a  larger  flora  extending  over  the  northern  part  of  the  old 
world  and  known  as  the  flora  of  the  palrevrctic  region.  This 
region  extends  from  the  polar  lauds  to  North  Africa.  Tine 
flora  of  Australia  is  probably  one  of  the  most  ancient,  and 
that  of  New  Zealand  is  like  it,  but  with  striking  omissions. 
The  flora  of  both  shows  a  remarkable  likeness  to  that  of  the 
Andes.  The  general  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  flora  is  that  the  species  progress  southwards 
with  a  greater  divergence  latitudinally. 

Future  Meetings. 

The  Association  decided  on  Monday  to  accept  the  invita- 
tion of  Bristol  to  meet  there  in  1893  Glasgow  also  wished 
to  shelter  the  Association  then,  tut  ''another  time"  was  th<) 
opinion  of  the  meeting.  Do^er  has  been  selected  for  1899. 
Next  year  the  Association  will  meet  in  Toronto  on  August  18, 
with  Sir  John  Evans,  Treasurer  of  the  Royal  Society,  as 
President. 

At  the  concluding  meeting  oa  Wednesday,  Mr.  A.  G. 
Vernon  Harcourt,  one  of  the  Honorary  Sscretanej,  announced 
that  ihe  meeting  had  been  attended  by  3,181  members  of 
various  grades. 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new  businesses,  a*t 
inserted  in  this  section,  free  of  charge,  if  properly  authenticated. 


Mr.  Horace  Eastwood,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
recently  opened  a  pharmacy  in  Netherfield  Road,  Nelson. 

Mr.  Andrew  Gilmour,  formerly  of  Burntisland,  N  B., 
has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  W.  Maskew,  Longsight, 
Manchester. 

Boots  (Limited)  hava  opened  a  branch  at  the  Chester- 
gate,  Macclesfield,  and  advertise  it  as  "a  blow  to  the  big- 
profit  chemist." 

Messrs  G.  Curling  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists.  anncusce 
their  removal  from  30  St.  Mary  Axe  to  58  and  59  Bunhill 
Row,  London,  E  C. 

Messrs.  John  TiMrsoN  &  Co.  (Limited),  who  are  agents 
for  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Johnson,  intima'e  their  removal  to 
104  Golden  Lane,  E  C,  Barbican,  on  October  1. 

The  partnership  existing  between  Messrs.  T.  Stothert  & 
Co.,  chemists  and  druggists,  Railway  Road,  Blackburn,  has 
been  dissolved,  and  all  the  late  firm's  preparations  have  been 
taken  over  by  Mr.  James  Smith,  Lord  Street  Drug-stores. 

Mr  H.  W.  Clear,  for  several  years  senior  assistant  to 
Mr.  W.  D.  Mayger,  of  Northampton,  has  purchased  the  old- 
established  business  of  Mr.  R.  Broof,  of  66  Belerave  Gate, 
Leicester.  The  transfer  was  conducted  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Brett, 
of  Leicester. 


The  imports  of  l;  drags,  dyes,  licquer,  &c,"  into  Beyrouth 
(Turkey  in  Asia)  in  1895  were  valued  at  19.120Z.  Of  this 
5.600Z.  came  from  the  Uni'ed  Kingdom,  the  rema'nder 
mostly  from  Germany. 
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Mr.  F  J.  Child,  late  of  the  Jaehson-Tfarwsmorth  Expedi- 
'  tion.  relates  his  experiences.    Be  and  Mr.  Harry  Fisher, 
JM.P.S ,  are  the  two  chemists  who  have  been  further  North 
than  any  rf  thtir  croft.    But  the  pharmaceutical  pros- 
pects in  FronzJouf  Land  were  small,  and  they  returned 
to  thtir  native  shores. 
"  TT7HA.T  possessed  3  ou  to  join  the  Jackson- Harms  worth  ex- 
VV     pediiion  Mr  Child  ?"  asked  oar  representative  of  the 
pleasant  faced,  slight'y  cult,  intellectual-looking  young  che- 
mist, who  ha*  jast  rtturntd  to  London  after  a  two  years' 
j^idence  in  the  Aictic  snows,  under  the  eghtieth  degree 
North 

"Well,  I  fourd  life  a  hit  flow  in  the  cily,  and  as  the 
reading  of  books  on  Polar-travel  had  imbued  me  with  a 
hankering  for  the  Arctics,  aDd  I  bad  no  ore  dependent  upon 
roe  here,  I  applied  to  Dr  Nan  eD,  when  he  was  fitting  up  the 
Fram,  tbree  years  ago,  for  a  p"8t  as  chemist  or  mineralogist. 
I  was  tten  with  Langdale  &  Co.,  the  essence-manufacturers 
of  Hatton  Garden,  and  I  had  had  a  good  chemical  training, 
firat  sith  Mr.  L'.ojd,  F.I.  C,  and  after  wardsinLax  gdale'slabora- 


Mr.  Fbhd.  J.  Child. 

tory,  so  tbat  I  thought  Dr.  Nan  sen  would  find  me  useful. 
But  the  Dcctor  replied  tbat  none  but  Norwegians  were 
eligible  for  service  under  bim,  because  Norway  had  found  the 
money  for  bis  expedition.  A  twelvemonth  later,  however, 
my  chance  came.  The  Jackson- Harmsworth  expedition  in 
qoest  of  the  North  Pole  was  being  fitted  out ;  1  tried  again, 
and  had  the  satisfaction  of  being  one  of  the  eight  men 
engaged,  out  of  some  2, COO  applicants." 

"1  believe  the  rule  in  recent  expeditions  of  this  kind  has 
been  to  charge  a  high  premium  to  those  who  are  accepted. 
That,  at  aDy  rate,  is  said  to  have  bsen  the  case  in  the 
Stanley  Expedition.    Was  it  fio  with  you  1 " 

"  Not  at  all ;  in  fact,  I  was  paid  a  salary.  But  all  the 
members  of  the  Expedition,  except  Mr.  Jackson,  were  bound 
not  to  write  any  book  on  their  experiences  for  four  years  after 
their  return." 

"  What  was  your  official  rank  with  the  Expedition?" 


"  I  went  out  as  mineralogist  and  photographer,  but  by 
the  time  we  had  settled  down  in  our  quarters  at  Fianz- 
Josef  Land,  where  we  built  comfortable,  if  not  orna- 
mental, wooden  quarters,  it  was  found  that  there  was 
practically  no  mineralogising  to  do,  so  I  turned  my  attention 
to  carpentering  and  other  odd  jobs,  for  I  was  always  a  fairly 
handy  mechanician." 

Our  representative  remembered  thai,  about  a  year  before 
his  Arctic  journey,  Mr.  Child  had  contributed  a  couple  of 
papers  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  concerning  an 
automatic  still  and  other  mechanical  contrivances,  and 
reminded  his  victim  of  that  fact. 

"  As  f  or  phai  ruacy,"  said  Mr.  Child,  "we  had  none  of  it. 
Mr.  Harry  Fisher,  who  is  a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  was 
with  us,  but  he  spent  a  good  deal  of  his  time  during  the 
short  summer  in  botanising,  and  has  made  an  excellent 
crllection  of  the  flora  of  Franz- Jcsef  Land.  Trees  and  shrubs, 
of  coarse,  there  were  none,  bat  duriDg  July  and  August  the 
ground  was  carpeted  with  mosses  and  a  variety  of  flowers — ■ 
saxifrages  and  popples  chiefly — offering  an  excellent  harvest 
to  the  botanist.  No  money  bad  been  spared  to  make 
us  comfortable,  and  our  pharmaceutical  equipment  was 
thoroughly  up  to  date ;  but  we  were  all  in  such  excellent 
health  and  spirits  that  next  to  no  medicines  were  consumed. 
A  few  pills  and  a  toothache  remedy  now  and  then  were  all 
we  needed.  I  remember,  though,"  added  Mr.  Child,  "once 
making  acetate  of  lead,  for  a  case  of  eczs.ma,  from  the  sub- 
acetate  (of  which  we  had  a  supply)  and  acetic  acid.  The 
doctor  did  what  prescribing  was  necessary." 

"The  doctor?" 

"Yes;  Dr.  Koettlilz  (oh,  no!  he  isn't  a  German,  though 
his  father  was  one),  a  member  of  our  expedition.  He  is 
still  in  Franz  Josef  Land.  For,  remember,  only  four  of  us, 
including  Mr.  Fisher  and  mytelf,  have  returned  home.  We 
had  quite  enough  of.  it.  The  others  remain,  and  a  few  new 
men  have  gone  out,  though  whether  any  ssrious  effort  will 
bs  made  to  reach  the  Pole  is  extremely  doubtful.  Besides, 
I  don't  think  it  could  be  got  at  from  Franz-Josef 
Land,  which  is  really  an  archipelago,  separated  from  the 
Pole  by  an  unexplored  frozen  sea.  The  original  intention  of 
the  Expedition  was,  of  course,  to  proceed  towards  the  Pole 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  Windward,  which  took  us  out, 
was  to  be  our  means  of  communication  with  the  outer 
world.  We  were  to  establish  a  base  on  Franz-Josef  Land, 
and  gradually  push  northward.  But  all  that  had  been  done 
when  I  left  was  to  explore  the  neighbouring  country,  which, 
I  need  scarcely  tell  yon,  is  quite  uninhabited  and  without 
vegetation — a  barren  waste  of  snow.  The  nearest  human 
habitation  was  on  Novaya  Zemlya,  some  eight  hundred  miles 
to  the  south-east." 

"  You  must  have  felt  time  hang  very  heavily  on  your 
hands  ?  " 

"Not  at  all.  There  was  always  something  to  do.  We 
built  our  house,  "  Elruwood,"  at  Cape  Flora,  on  the  southern 
shore  of  Franz-Josef  Land.  There  was  one  other  house  in 
the  country— tbe  abandoned  wooden  shanty  erected  by  the 
Leigh-Smith  Expedition  twelve  years  ago.  Here  is  a  picture 
of  ic ;  tbe  chief  furniture,  as  you  will  see,  are  rows  of  empty 
beer-bottles  ranged  along  the  walls.  Then  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  shooting — polar  bear,  walrus,  and  a  few  birds.  There 
are  also  foxes,  but  they  are  so  shy  that  we  only  once  or 
twice  caught  sight  of  some,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  we  never 
succeeded  in  capturing  one.  Don't  tell  me,"  continued  Mr. 
Child,  with  a  sceptical  smile,  "  don't  tell  me  any  yarns  about 
the  Polar  bear  and  the  danger  of  hunting  him.  He  is  one 
of  the  greatest  cowards  living,  running  away  whenever  he  is 
shot  at.  We  caught  one  a  week  on  an  average,  but  only 
once  did  one  tackle  his  assailant.  That  was  when  Mr. 
JacksoD,  the  leader  of  tbe  Expedition,  attacked  one  with  a 
stick.  He  turned  and  chased  Mr.  Jackson,  who  put  an 
unloaded  lifle  that  was  lyiDg  near  down  his  throat.  The 
bear  ultimately  escaped.  Tbe  biggest  bear  we  ever  caught 
meisured  8  feet  2  inches  from  his  nose  to  the  tip  of  his 
tail,  atd  I  think  you  would  have  to  go  far  to  find  a  bigger 
one." 

"Musk  oxen?  No,  the  e  were  none.  You  see  there  is  no 
vigetable  food  for  them." 

"  I  should  like  to  have  your  photo  in  your  Arctic  dress, 
Mr.  Child." 

*'  Bless  you !  I  wore  my  ordinary  clothes,  all  except  boots, 
which  were  specially  made,  atd  a  fur-cap.    Do  jou  know 
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that  after  my  return  to  London  I  walked  about  for  days  in 
my  '  Arctic  costume,'  an  ordinary  short  jacket  and  trousers  1 
In  quiet  weather  one  never  felt  Ihe  cold,  unless  one  stood 
still  for  a  long  time,  even  though  the  temperature  was 
usually  about  30°  F.,  and  occasionally  fell  to  50°  or  60° 
below  freezing-point.  The  worst  season  was  the  spring, 
when  we  used  to  have  plenty  of  mist  and  frequent  snow- 
storms. In  summer  we  went  on  short  exploring  trips  by  sledge 
or  boat.  In  this  way  we  visited  Cape  Lofley,  the  western- 
most point  of  Franz-Josef  Land,  and  Cape  Gertrude,  about 
105  miles  from  our  base.  We  arrived  at  Franz-Josef  Land 
in  July  1894.  Then  the  Windward  left  us,  and  we  heard 
nothing  more  from  the  outer  world  until  her  return  this 
spring,  nor  did  we  see  a  human  being  not  belonging  to  our 
expedition  till  we  met  Dr.  Nans  en  and  his  companion. 
Political  discussion  became  stale  for  want  of  material,  and 
because  all  the  eight  of  us  were  sfaunch  Conservatives.  We 
should  have  been  glad  of  a  Radical,  or  even  a  Socialist,  just 
to  badger  him,  but  Radicalism  is  non-existant  in  Franz- 
Josef  Land.  There  was  a  temporary  glimpse  of  it  when 
Nansen  and  Johannsen  shared  cur  quarters,  for  they  are 
both  shocking  Radicals,  but,  being  Norwegian  ones,  they 
were  no  game  in  the  seDse  a  Britisher  would  have  been. 
Politically,  therefore,  things  were  dull,  and  in  other  respects 
also  our  life  was  quite  unadventurous  until  three  weeks  be- 
fore our  departure,  when  the  great  day  of  our  expedition,  and, 
I  think,  of  my  life,  came  quite  unexpectedly.  This  way  : — We 
were  all  awaiting  the  Windward,  and  ore  of  our  number, 
Mr.  Armitage,  and  myself  had  a  small  bet  who  should  sight 
her  first.  So  about  9  p.m.  on  August  6,  just  after  dinner, 
Armitage  goes  out  with  his  glass  to  spy.  Presently  he 
returns,  and  says  excitedly,  '  Are  we  all  here  1 '  '  Why,  yes,' 
we  reply,  counting  noses.  'Well,'  says  Armitage,  'then 
there's  a  man  on  the  ice'  Oat  we  rushed  with  our  tele- 
scopes, and  a  couple  of  miles  away  we  saw  moving  about 
what  looked  like  a  man  in  a  wide-brimmed  hat,  We 
naturally  thought  he  was  a  shipwrecked  walrus-hunter  from 
Novaya  Zemlya,  and  made  for  him  as  fast  as  we  could — Mr. 
Jackson  first,  and  Armitage,  Blomqvist  (a  Swede),  Fisher, 
Dr.  Koettlitz,  and  myself  following.  When  we  came  up  to 
Jackson  we  found  him  talking  to  the  man,  who  by  this  time 
had  made  himself  known  as  Dr.  Nansen.  When  we  heard 
who  he  was  we  were  extremely  pleased,  and  gave  him  three 
right  hearty  British  cheers. 

"Here,"  continued  Mr.  Child,  "is  a  photograph  of  Nansen 
taken  in  front  of  our  house  that  same  night  before  he  had 
had  a  bath.    He  and  his  companion  were  in  a  really  shock- 


"The  Great  Unwashed  "  :  Br.  Fridjof  Nansen 
before  his  bath. 

ing  condition.  They  had  noli  washed  for  fourteen  months, 
since  they  left  the  Fram.  They  had  no  soao  ;  besides,  they 
could  not  spare  fuel  to  melt  the  snojv.    Nansen  wore  a 


coat  made  of  a  piece  of  old  carpet,  and  a  dirty  broad- 
brimmed  felt  hat.  He  was  inordinately  proud  of  ( the  last- 
named  garment,  and  insisted  on  wearing  it  when  we  landed 
in  Norway  and  he  met  Mrs.  Nansen.  For  the  rest,  his  face 
was  absolutely  black,  with  just  a  streak  of  brown  under  the 
eyes.  The  two  men  had  lived  (and  thriven)  on  seal,  bear, 
and  walrus  for  a  year,  and  the  blood  of  their  food,  with 
blubber,  which  was  their  fuel,  had  so  soaked  their  garments 
that  they  stood  bolt  upright  when  their  owners  had 
taken  them  off.  But  I  forgot  to  tell  you  this,  that  Nansen 
said  he  had  a  companion,  and  that  thereupon  I  discovered 
in  the  further  distance  a  man  with  what  looked  like  a  black 
flag  on  a  pole.  The  black  flag  was  a  shirt,  and  the  mac 
was  Lieutenant  Johannsen,  of  the  Norwegian  army,  Dr. 
Nansen's  fellow-traveller.  This  is  the  lieutenant  as  I  photo- 
graphed him  that  evening.    Lieutenant  Johannsen  was  a? 


Lieut.  Johannsen,  Photographed  ey  Mi.  Child. 

dirty  as  the  doctor,  and  I  should  think  that,  next  to  their 
return  in  Norway,  the  pleasantest  experience  they  have  had 
upon  their  three-years'  trip  has  been  the  baths  they  had  at- 
Elmwood  on  the  night  we  found  them. 

"  Well,  to  cut  a  long  story  short,  a  few  weeks  after  our 
meeting,  the  Wmdward  arrived  and  took  four  of  us,  along 
with  the  two  Norsemen,  back  to  Europe.  Mr.  Harry  Fisher 
and  myself  stopped  a  few  days  in  Norway,  and  took  part 
in  some  of  the  festivities  organised  in  Nansen's  honour." 

"  And  what  do  you  intend  to  do  now  1  "  said  our  inter- 
viewer. 

"  Well,  I'm  looking  out  for  a  post  in  my  old  line — perfume- 
and  essence  making  ;  and  if  you  know  of  any  firm  who  want 
a  chemist  for  sach  work  I  shall  be  glad  if  you'll  tell  me." 

"  No  desire  to  go  back  to  the  Arctics  ?  " 

Mr.  Child's  eyes  sparkled.  The  Arctic  fever,  it  is  dear, 
was  upon  him. 

"  I'll  tell  you,"  said  he,  "  what  I  should  like — that  is,  to  go 
with  Nansen  on  his  projected  Antarctic  voyage.  The 
doctor  is  a  brick,  although  he  is  a  Radical !  With  him,  I 
would  go  anywhere." 


The  First  Drug-store  in  America  is  that  of  Dr. 
Gustav  Pfingsten,  of  14^  Whitehall  Street  New  York.  The 
genial  proprietor,  says  the  Pharmaceutical  Era,  has  no  diffi- 
culty in  proving  an  undoubted  right  to  this  honour.  "  There 
is  no  drug-store  between  this  and  the  Battery,"  said  Dr. 
Pfingsten.  "  At  the  Battery  are  landed  the  emigrants  who 
have  been  passed  at  Ellis  Island.  As  they  come  up  into  the 
city  mine  is  the  first  drcg-stc  re  they  encounter.  Therefore, 
mine  is  the  first  drug-store  in  America.''  This  is  such  a. 
pretty  bit  of  logic  that  we  give  it  without  comment,  which^ 
indeed,  would  be  superfluous. 
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MES3R8.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  pharmaceutical 
products  have  secured  a  gold  medal  at  the  Kiel  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition. 

It  appears  that  two  British  exporters  wera  overlooked 
in  our  report  of  the  Prague  International  Exhibition,  and 
the  executive  committee  call  our  attention  to  that  fact. 
Oppenheimer,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited)  showed  their  palatinoids 
through  the  intermediary  of  Messrs.  Barber  &  Kosnar, 
pharmacists,  Vienna  ;  and  Professor  Attfield  sent  copies  of 
his  "  Chemistry." 

The  Autg-disinfector  Company,  of  Liverpool,  are 
patting  on  the  market  a  new  patent  disinfector.  It  is  a 
small  tin-can,  filled  with  a  permanganate,  and  fitted  in- 
ternally with  a  syphon  arrangement.  The  can  is  placed  in 
the  closet-cistern,  and  it  periodically  and  automatically  dis- 
charges a  strong  solution  of  permanganate  into  the  water  of 
the  cistern.  While  the  idea  is  similar  to  others  which  have 
been  described  in  thi3  journal,  the  way  in  which  it  is  carried 
ont  differs.    The  auto-disinfector  retails  at  3s. 

Solazzi  Juice. — The  importers  of  Solazzi  juice  have 
given  us  the  opportunity  of  examining  samples  of  this 
season's  crop,  and  we  find  it  to  be  quite  equal  to  the  high 
standard  which  this  famous  juice  has  always  maintained. 
The  importers  are  now  neglecting  no  opportunity  of  impress- 
ing upon  the  public  the  usefulness  of  Solazzi  juice  during  the 
winter  season,  and  their  efforts  have  been  remarkably 
successful.  In  view  of  the  approaching  winter  crop,  retailers 
and  wholesalers  alike  should  see  that  their  stock  of  the 
juice  is  replenished. 

Messes.  W.  B.  Foedham  &  Sons  (Limited),  of  York 
Eoad,  King's  Cross,  inform  us  that  the  well-known  "  Selvyt " 
cloth  is  now  made  in  the  form  of  bath-gloves,  for  use  by 
men  and  women.  We  have  not  seen  the  gloves,  but  we  can 
imagine  that  they  will  be  a  useful  addition  to  the  toilet. 
The  firm  also  bring  under  our  notice  the  new  modification  of 
Cheavin's  filter,  illustrated  in  fig.  1.  This  form  has  been 
suggested  by  the  demand  for  microbe-proof  filters,  and 
experiments  which  have  been  made  with  it  demonstrate 


Fig.  1.  Fig.  2. 


that  in  this  particular  it  is  very  effective.  Messrs.  Fordham 
have  also  added  to  their  stock  the  little  instrument  illus- 
trated in  fig.  2.  It  is  an  egg-tester,  consisting  of  an 
enamelled  metal  tube,  at  the  end  of  which  is  an  indiarubber 
receptacle.  Into  this  the  egg  is  fitted,  and  on  looking 
through  the  tube  one  is  able  to  judge  whether  the  egg  is 


good  or  bad.  Good  eggs  appear  clear,  with  the  yolk  floating 
in  the  centre,  but  when  they  become  bad  the  yolk  adheres 
to  tha  shell -wall  and  the  "  white  "  is  opaque. 


Archer— Fotheringham.— On  September  17,  at  Cathe- 
rine Bank,  Carnoustie,  by  the  Eev.  John  F.  Dempster, 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Rae,  George  B.  W.  Archer, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Aberdeen,  to  Bella,  eldest  daughter  of 
Mr.  J.  Fotheringham,  Carnoustie. 

Carman— Hutchinson. — On  August  8,  at  Ceres,  Cape 
Colony,  F.  H.  Carman,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Wood- 
stock, late  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  London,  to  S.  M. 
Hutchinson,  daughter  of  Mr.  F.  P.  Hutchinson,  chemist,  of 
Ceres. 

Grindley— Flude — On  September  9,  at  Holy  Trinity 
Church,  Rathmines,  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Musgrave  Harris, 
A.M.,  George  Howel,  second  son  of  Georg?  Howel  Grindley, 
M.C.P  S.I.,  2  Westland  Row,  Dublin,  to  Mary  Louisa,  third 
daughter  of  Henry  Robett  Flude,  Esq  ,  The  Cottage,  Bray, 
and  great-grandniece  of  the  late  Sir  William  E.  Crosbie,  Bart., 
Captain  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers. 

Jennings — Mason. — On  September  16,  at  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  Qaeenstown,  by  the  Rev.  V.  J.  Cotter,  B.A.,  assisted 
by  the  Rev.  W.  Simpson,  B.A.,  R.  T.  Jennings,  phar.  chemist 
(G.B.  &  I.),  Albion  Terrace,  Wandsworth  Road,  London, 
to  Jennie,  second  daughter  of  Mr.  Robert  Mason,  of  Fori 
Westmoreland,  Queenstown,  co.  Cork. 

Jones— Smith.— On  September  16,  at  Portland  Baptist 
Church,  Southampton,  by  the  Rev.  J.  M.  G.  Owen,  assisted 
by  the  Rev.  Carey  Bonner,  Noel  Crossley  Jones,  of  Messrs. 
John  Moss  &  Co.,  Galen  Works,  Wilson  Street,  New  Cross 
Road,  London,  to  Ethel,  second  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Smith, 
J.P.,  of  The  Hollies,  Archers  Road,  Southampton. 

Lee— Bailey.  —  On  September  18,  at  Ealing  Weseylan 
Chapel,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Brooks,  John  Cuthbert  Lee,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Barton-  on-Humber,  to  Laura  Caroline,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Bailey,  Hemel  Hempstead. 

Towan — Evans.— On  September  3,  at  Christ  Church, 
Lurgan,  by  the  Rev.  R.  S.  O'Loughlin,  D.D.,  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  B.  T.  Gahan,  B.A  ,  Frederick  William  Towan,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Plymouth,  to  Mary  Anna,  youngest  daughter 
of  the  l^te  Mr.  David  Evans,  Lurgan. 


Farrar. — On  September  12.  Mr.  David  Farrar,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Halifax.  Aged  63.  Mr.  Farrar  carried  on  a 
lucrative  chemist's  business  at  Woolshops,  Halifax,  for 
between  thirty  and  forty  years,  bat,  his  health  failing,  he 
retired  about  four  years  ago. 

Marsden. — On  September  6,  Mr.  T.  B.  Marsden,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  Withington,  Manchester.    Aged  59. 

Oxley. — On  September  4,  Mr.  H.  L.  Oxley,  chemist  and 
druggist,  late  of  Palermo,  Italy.    Aged  46. 

Erich  sen. — The  death  occurred  at  Folkestone  on  Wed- 
nesday, as  the  result  of  a  paralytic  seizure,  of  Sir  John  Eric 
Erichsen,  Bart.,  F.R.C.S.,  the  distinguished  surgeon.  As  a 
teacher,  writer,  and  practitioner  he  had  been  esteemed  for 
fifty  years.  He  was  elected  into  the  Council  of  the  College 
of  Surgeons  in  1869,  and,  as  a  reformer  in  medical  politics, 
was  instrumental  in  bringing  about  the  meetings  of  the 
Fellows  and  members  of  the  college,  the  first  of  which  was 
held  in  1870.  He  received  his  baronetcy  in  1895,  and  it 
dies  with  him.  Sir  John  was  born  id  Denmark,  but  was 
brought  up  in  England. 


A  poor  emaciated  Irishman,  looking  down  at  a  huge 
pUster  on  his  very  spare  chest,  exclaimed  "Arrah,  thin, 
do  ;ther,  sure  it  sames  a  dale  o'  mustard  for  so  little  mate." 
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A MEETING  of  tbe  Council  was  held  at  Anderton's  Hotel, 
Fleet  Street,  on  Wednesday,  at  4  p.m.  There  were 
present :  Messrs.  G.  E.  Barclay  (Barclay  &  Sons,  limited)  (in 
the  chair)  ;  W.  A.  Gilligan  (Liebig's  Ext; act  of  Meat  Com- 
pany) ;  J.  Thompson  (S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson) ;  Charles 
Sanger  (Lambert  &  Co.);  J.  Williams,  Didsbury  (Chairman, 
Manchester  Grocers'  Association) ;  J.  Shorrock  (Bovril, 
Limited)  ;  J.  W.  Lee  (Frame  Food  Company)  ;  J.  E.  Garratt 
(Frog  in  Your  Threat);  H.  W.  Seely,  Halifax;  W.  Johnston, 
Brixton ;  A.  Cooper,  South  Kensington ;  Crispe  (Butler  & 
Crispe)  ;  Fassett  (Fassett  &  Johnson)  ;  W.  R.  Barnes,  Upton 
Manor ;  and  A.  Ball  (Oppenheimer,  Sons  &  Co.,  Limited). 

Report  op  the  Executive  Committee. 
This  was  read  by  the  Secretary.  Amorgst  other  things 
the  addition  of  Messrs.  Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst's  specialities 
to  the  protected  list  was  reported  ;  also  tbat  between  thirty 
and  foity  cases  of  cutting  had  been  investigated  and,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  satisfactorily  arranged.  The  follow- 
ing firms  have  signed  the  agreement : — Messrs.  Hovetden  & 
Sons,  Raimes  &  Co.  (York"),  Travers  &  Stns,  May's  Drug- 
stores, Home  and  Colonial  Stores,  Timothy  White  &  Co. 
(Portsmouth),  Day's  Southern  Drug  Company,  and  Tayloi's 
Drug  Company.  Twenty-five  appointments  as  local  secre- 
taries have  been  made.  The  Association's  work  at  the 
Chemists'  Exhibition  and  tbe  meeting  at  Craven  Hall  had 
been  successful.  During  that  week  110  members  joined 
the  Association.  Applications  for  membership  had  been 
received  from  the  Aston  Chemical  Coocp; cy,  Birmingham, 
and  Messrs.  Wyleys,  of  Coventry;  and  several  other  pro- 
prietors had  notified  their  intention  of  putting  their  articles 
on  the  list,  but  the  negotiations  wera  not  complete. 

What  the  Grocers  Say. 
Mr.  J.  Williams  said  that  many  of  them  were  doubtless 
aware  tbat  he  was  a  grocer,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  of  the  Grocers'  Federation. 
He  was  also  Chairman  of  the  Manchester  Grocers'  Associa- 
tion. At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Federation  committee,  at 
which  he  was  present,  the  proposals  of  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association  were  discussed,  and  the  matter 
was  adjourned  for  further  consideration.  He  asked  the 
Secretary  how  matters  at  present  stood  in  regard  to  the 
Federation. 

Mr.  Glyn- Jones,  in  reply,  said  that  a  deputation  from  the 
Association  had  upon  two  occasions  waited  upon  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Federation.  At  the  second  interview,  the 
scheme  of  the  Association  was  placed  before  the  committee, 
and  the  Association  was  asked  to  send  to  t he  Federation  a 
copy  of  the  questions  submitted  to  counsel,  and  his  replies. 
This  had  been  done,  and  at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the 
Federation,  after  the  advice  of  their  solic  tor,  Mr.  Beck,  had 
been  taken  on  the  subject,  that  committee  res  olved  that  they 
would  favourably  recommend  the  Association's  proposals,  so 
far  as  they  related  to  the  sale  of  patent  medicines  and 
kindred  preparations,  for  approval  by  the  General  Purposes 
Committee,  and  for  submission  to  the  Federation  at  its 
meetings  at  Cardiff.  At  the  Conference  at  Cardiff  this 
report  was  adopted  without  a  discussion,  and  the  Associa- 
tion were  now  waiting  to  see  what  might  be  arranged  at  the 
next  meetiDg  of  the  Ganeral  Purposes  Committee  of  the 
Federation,  to  be  held  early  in  October,  as  to  laying  the 
matter  fully  before  the  grocers'  local  associations. 

Mr.  Williams  said  that  the  Manchester  Association  had 
srepeatedly  passed  resolutions  desiring  that  steps  should  be 
taken  in  connection  with  this  proprietary-ariicles  question, 
and  he  personally  thought  that  the  present  ciganisation  was 
one  which  would  meet  with  the  support  of  tl  e  large  bulk  of 
the  trade.  There  wera  some  twenty-five  advertised  articles 
of  large  demand  which  he  was  now  selling,  and  in  reference 
to  which  he  was  at  peace  with  all  his  neighbours  and  the 
manufacturers,  and  this  be-cause  he  knew  tbat  the  price  at 
which  he  was  selling  was  general,  and  that  he  was  not 
being  undersold. 

The  Presidency. 
The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  received  only  one 
nomination  for  the  presidency,  namely,  that  of  Mr,  Alfred 
F.  Bird,  who,  however,  could  not  accept. 


Mr.  J.  Thompson,  of  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson, 
was  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Seely,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Shorrock,  unanimously  elected  President. 

Retailers  Feel  Sore. 
Mr.  Seely  moved — 

That  the  Council  learns  with  regret  that  a  large  number  of  manu- 
facturers who  have  joined  the  Association  have  not  taken  steps  to 
prevent  the  cutting  in  prices  of  their  articles,  and  that  the 
Secretary  be  requested  to  communicate  witli  such  proprietors,  in 
order  that  their  reasons  for  withholding  their  articles  from  the 
protected  list  be  laid  before  the  Council  at  its  next  meeting. 

He  said  tbat  since  the  last  meeting  he  had  interviewed 
about  sixty  chemists,  all  of  whom  complained  that  whilst  a 
number  of  eminent  firms  had  joined  the  Association,  they 
had  taken  no  step3  to  protect  their  articles.  He  feared 
that  there  would  be  difficulty  in  getting  a  renewal  of  the 
subscriptions  if  this  continued. 

Mr.  Johnston  (Brixton)  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Fassett  explained  that  his  firm  occupied  a  somewhat 
unique  position.  They  were  not  proprietors,  but  special 
agents  for  certain  articles,  and  it  was  not  for  them  to  decide 
as  to  what  steps  could  be  taken  in  connection  with  the 
prices.  They  could  only  report  the  matter  to  the  pro- 
prietors, and  at  present  it  would  be  utterly  useless  his  asking 
them  unless  he  had  a  stronger  list  of  protected  articles  to  place 
before  them.  He  was  sure  that  all  the  proprietors  he  repre- 
sented would  insist  that  the  members  of  the  Association 
would  undertake  noi  to  substitute.  That  appeared  to  have 
been  lost  sight  of. 

Mr.  Ball  explained  that  his  firm  were  proprietors  of 
hundreds  of  articles,  some  of  which  were  hardly  of  a  pro- 
prietary nature,  but  they  were  seriously  considering  the 
advisability  of  adding  cream  of  malt  and  some  bipalatinoids 
to  the  list.  They  were  not  without  competitors,  bat  if  pro- 
prietors of  kindred  articles  agreed  to  add  their  articles  to 
the  list  hia  firm  would  be  most  happy  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Williams  said  that  his  experience  of  the  matter  was 
that  where  a  profit  was  guaranteed  it  did  not  pay  to  substi- 
tute. 

The  Secretary  said  that  it  disheartened  him  to  find  tha1; 
manufacturers  who  were  members  did  not  include  their 
articles  in  the  list.  It  made  his  negotiatiens  with  other 
manufacturers  all  the  more  difficult.  He  had  now  evidence 
to  Jay  before  manufacturers  proving  that  the  plan  which 
they  were  working  was  effectual,  and  already  the  great  bulk 
of  the  trade  and  the  principal  cutters  had  fallen  in  with  it. 

Mr.  Sanger  said  that  his  firm  had  had  the  courage  of 
their  conviction?,  and  had  placed  their  articles  upon  the  list. 
He  knew  that  some  of  the  manufacturers  were  afraid  that 
the  public  would  resent  an  advanced  cost ;  but  his  firm 
believed  tbat  Scott's  pills  were  honestly  worth  what  they 
asked  the  public  to  pay  for  them,  and  be  was  glad  to  say 
that  tbe  increased  sales  of  their  pills  proved  tint  they  were 
right  in  their  belief.  As  far  as  the  retailers  were  concerned, 
formerly  they  had  experience!  the  greatest  difficulty  in 
getting  them  to  exhibit  showcards  or  distribute  handbills,  or 
in  any  way  assist  the  sale  of  their  pills.  Now,  however, 
they  were  having  applications  for  handbills,  &c,  from 
hundreds  of  retailers  in  all  parts  of  tbe  country. 

Mr.  Gillig'in  thought  that  if  chemists  and  grocers  joined 
the  Association  in  thousands  he  was  satisfied  that  their  list 
would  include  the  most  important  proprietary  articles. 

Mr.  Seely  said,  in  reply,  that  the  retail  trade  could  not  be 
blamed  if,  after  putting  their  views  before  the  manufacturers 
and  waiting  a  reasonable  time  for  their  consideration,  they 
took  any  other  course  to  safeguard  their  interests. 

The  President  (Mr.  John  Thompson)  said  that  he  hoped 
steps  would  be  tiken  by  the  leading  proprietors  to  add  their 
articles  to  the  list.  He  said  tbat  if  it  were  the  wish  of  the 
Association  his  firm  would  be  glad  to  ask  their  travellers  to 
lay  the  matter  before  their  retail  customers  and  to  collect 
their  subscriptions,  an  offer  which  the  meeting  heartily 
adopted. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  carried. 

Several  other  bits  of  business  were  discussed  by  the  meet- 
ing, including  a  suggestion  by  smaller  manufacturers,  who 
wish  to  supply  retailers  direct  instead  of  through  whole- 
sale houses,  so  as  to  give  tbem  (retailers)  a  larger  profit. 
The  Council  thought  they  could  not  assist  them. 
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Photography. 

ON  Friday  of  this  week  the  Royal  Photographic  Society  will 
open  its  annual  exhibition  of  pictures,  &c,  in  the  rooms 
of  the  Society  of  Painters  in  Water  Colours,  Pall  Mall  Bast. 
The  "linked  rirjg"  of  notables  who  started  an  opposition  show 
four  years  ago,  in  the  hope  of  divorcing  the  mechanical  from 
photography,  are  before  the  Eoyal  this  j ear,  the  "Salon" 
haviDg  been  opened  in  the  Dudley  Gallery,  Piccadilly,  on 
Tuesday.  There  are  practically  the  same  number  of  pictures 
in  it  this  year  as  last — a  score  or  so  over  the  300 — but 
landscapes  are  more  prominent  and,  on  the  whole,  of  better 
quality.    Indeed,  some  of  them  are  so  far  above  the  average 
in  composition  and  treatment  that  they  are  entitled  to  com- 
parison with  the  work  of  black-and-white  artists  rather 
than  with  the  produce  of  the  camera.    The  red  and  brown 
effects  on  some  of  the  pictures  are  very  striking,  and  are 
due  to  the  employment  of  the  gum-bichromate  procsss.  In 
this  pigments  of  various  colours  are  emulsified  in  a  bichro- 
mated  colloid  solution,  and  spread  upon  hand-made  paper. 
After  exposure  and  development  in  the  manner  familiar  to 
those  working   the  carbon-process,  the  picture  strongly 
resembles  a  chalk  drawing,  and  it  is  apparent  that  the 
process  gives  much  scope  to  anyone  who  has  limning  ability, 
and  who  "  can  put  himself  into  a  picture " — this,  we 
think,  is  the  correct  way  of  expressing  the  individuality 
of   the  linked-riug   disciple.     The   portraits  are,  with 
few  exceptions,   below  la=t  year's  in  quality,  and  this 
mainly  because  the  fudgy  effect  which  the  linked-ring 
artists  initiated  is  bsing  carried  too  far.    As  a  contrast  of 
the  new  method  and  the  old,  one  can  look  at  No.  235,  "Le 
Depart,"  and  Mr.  W.  Crooke's  No.  291.     The  former  is 
neither  a  picture  nor  a  portrait,  while  No.  291  is  both.  The 
fudgy  effect  is  best  reserved  ior  landscapes,  and  there  are 
many  exquisite  examples  of  such  in  the  Gallery.    Last  year 
the  female  nude  got  a  footing  in  the  Exhibition.    There  is 
not  much  more  of  it  this  year,  but  what  there  is  serves  to 
demonstrate  the  inadequacy  of  the  camera  in  this  direction, 
and  we  cannot  understand  what  attistic  or  useful  purpose  is 
served  by  such  pictures.   Once  more,  however,  the  promoters 
of  the  Salon  have  proved  the  utility  of  their  effort,  and  have 
brought  together  so  many  "intellectual  expressions  of 
Nature"  that  a  visit  to  the  Exhibition  is  instructive  to  the 
artist,  and  eminently  suggestive  to  the  chemist.  Moreover, 
the  promoters  are  now  "recognised"  by  some  art  critics  as 
men  who  encourage  Art,  and  that  goes  a  long  way  to  secure 
popularity. 

Confectionery. 

People  who  think  that  American  candy-makers  have  it 
all  their  own  way  in  the  matter  of  dainty  and  toothsome 
confectionery  should  visit  the  Agricultural  Hall  this  week, 
which  has  been  given  over  to  bakers  and  confectioners.  It 
is  a  very  pretty  show,  and  although  some  of  the  most  famous 
confectioners  and  chocolate-makers  in  Great  Britain  are  not 
there,  the  displays  by  those  who  are  are  most  eloquent  of  the 
artistic  fin'sh  of  English  confectionery.  The  pharmaceutical 
visitor  is  also  struck  with  two  characteristic  features  of  the 
Exhibition — viz  ,  the  numerous  exhibits  of  yeast  and  malt- 
extract.  The  former  group  is  an  exhilarating  thiDg  in  these 
days  when  "Made  in  Germany  "and  elsewhere  is  flaunted 
everywhere,  for,  though  we  come  a  few  years  behind  conti- 
rental  manufacturers,  the  manner  in  which  British  yeast 
has  caught  on  the  home  market  (practically  creating  new 
tiade)  admirably  proves  what  our  own  chemists  can  do 
when  they  are  put  to  it,  for  British  yeast  is  a  chemists' 
tiiamph,  in  which  Dr.  W.  Stevens  Squire  has  had  a  large 
share.  His  patent  yeast  (the  "  Balloon")  and  the  "  D.C.L." 
(Distillers  Company,  Limited)  represent  respectively  the 
irish  and  Scotch  yeast3,  and  there  are  other  examples  of  the 
home-produced  atticle  in  ths  Exhibition. 

As  for  malt-extract,  it  is  time  that  pharmacists  should 
recognise  that  the  manufacture  of  medicinal  extract  is  now 
a  comparatively  subsidiary  part  of  the  industry.  There  are 
about  a  dozen  manufacturers  in  the  Exhibition  all  helping 
to  supply  the  outlet  found  for  the  extract  in  the  production 
of  malted  bread.  Only  a  few  of  these  give  special  attention 
to  medicinal  extract,  for  that  requires  particular  skill  in  the 


selection  of  malted  barley.  Amongst  these  are  the  English 
Diastasic  Malt-extract  Company  (Limited),  of  Mistley,  who 
make  a  pretty  exhibit  and  point  out  the  advantages  of 
the  use  of  malt- extract  in  bread-making,  whether  it  is  to  be 
called  "  malt-bread  "  or  not.  There  are  some  good  machinery 
exhibits  by  J.  Baker  &  Sons,  W.  Brierley,  of  Rochdale,  and 
others.  A  large  part  of  the  apparatus  shown  by  Mr.  Brierley 
is  going  to  the  temporary  premises  which  Messrs.  Kerfoot 
have  secured.  W.  Gardner  &  Son,  of  Gloucester,  make  a 
splendid  display  of  their  sifters  and  mixers  on  the  ground 
floor.  The  agents  for  "Solazzi"  have  a  nice  show  of  that  juice. 
Spratt's  patent  are  on  the  spot  with  reminders  of  their 
achievements  in  former  exhibitions,  and  of  their  love  for 
man's  best  friend.  Several  makers  of  a  e  rated-water  machinery 
are  there,  the  Volcanic  Aeration  Company  amongst  them. 
Dan  Rylands  (Limited)  exhibit  jam-jars.  &c. ;  Armour  and 
Mason  provide  beef -products ;  G.  F.  Sutton  &  Co.  and  F. 
Langdale  make  good  displays  of  essential  oils  and  essences. 
"  Cerebos  "  salt  is  there,  as  dry  as  ever,  and  John  Manger  & 
Sons  with  a  variety  of  salts,  including  a  new '  crystallised 
dessert  fruit-salt"  (for  table  use)  and  sea-water  salt.  In 
the  trimmings  of  confectionery  there  is  a  beautiful  display 
of  artistic  paper-decorations  and  boxes  by  Mansell,  Hunt, 
Catty  &  Co.,  and  H.  Erhardt  &  Co.  show  tinfoil  and  gelatiDe 
paper.  The  Gallery  does  not  contain  much  that  is  interesting, 
except  O'Brien's  tills  and  Beeman's  chewing-gum,  which  now 
has  several  rivals. 


personalities* 


The  Royal  Society  of  Sciences,  Christiania,  has  presented 
its  quinquennial  gold  medal  to  Dr.  F.  Peckel  Mo  Her,  as  the 
author  of  the  best  pharmaco-chemical  treatise  ("Cod-liver 
Oil  and  Chemistry  ")  of  the  past  five  years. 

Mr.  van  Ledden-Hulsebosch,  apotheker,  of  Amsterdam, 
has  resigned  the  editorship  of  the  Fharmaceutisoh  Weeltblad 
voor  Ne&erland  in  order  to  become  Managing  Director  of 
the  Amsterdam  Acetylene  Gas  Company.  He  is  succeeded 
by  Mr.  L.  van  Itallie,  a  well-known  scientific  pharmacist. 

Mr.  Robert  H.  Fobstee,  chemist  and  druggist,  52  Castle 
Street,  Dover,  was  last  week  presented  with  a  handsome 
clock  on  his  retirement  from  the  1st  Cinque  Ports  Volunteer 
Artillery,  of  which  he  was  Orderly-room  Sergeant.  Accom- 
panying the  clock  was  an  illuminated  address.  Mr.  Eorster 
is  also  to  be  presented  with  an  enlarged  portrait  of  himself. 

This  is  a  portrait  of  Miss  Ursula  Cockburn  Dickinson, 
whose  relations  with  the  ex-chemisb  cat-doctor  were  the 
subject  of  a  note  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  last 


week.  The  whole  of  the  English  police  are  on  the  lookout  for 
Miss  Dickinson,  and  her  photograph,  from  which  our  sketch 
is  taken,  has  been  sent  to  the  heads  of  all  the  continental 
police.    The  lady  is  widely  connected  in  Yoikshire. 

The  will  of  Mr.  John  Brandram  Peele,  of  the  firm  of 
Brandram  Bros.  &  Co.,  5  Philpo;  Lane,  saltpetre  and 
brimstone  refiners,  who  died  on  March  16  last,  has  been 
proved  by  Mr.  Chas.  J.  Peele  and  the  Rev.  H.  E.  B.  Peele, 
the  sons,  and  Miss  Adela  H.  Peele,  a  daughter,  by  whom  the 
personalty  is  sworn  at  87.502Z.  2s.  2d. 
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gov'nor'shat  we  kick  it,  Till  the       setting  of   the  sun. 
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Verse  2.1 

Iu  a  dusty,  quiet  corner,  just  below  the  cellar  stairs, 

The  bottle  of  Dolichos  Pubes  stands, 
And  the  unsuspecting  slavey,  when  she  puts  on  any  airs, 
Gets  a  little,  accident'ly,  on  her  hands. 
The  ensuing  irritation 
Must  have  constant  application, 
And  the  loudest  condemnation 
Fails  to  cause  it  to  abate. 
So  Tom  and  I  look  solemn, 
As  we  scan  the  "  pill-stock  "  column, 
And  the  rhubarb-pills  we  roll  'em 
While  the  tinctures  percolate. 

Verse  3. 

When  our  senior,  Johnny  Jenkins,  who's  a  sneaking  little  fop, 

Thinks  to  quietly  surprise  us  out  of  work, 
At  first  he  trips  down  softly,  but  soon  he  lands  down  flop, 
For  he's  stepped  it — oh,  so  gently  ! — on  a  cork  I 
The  subsequent  sensation 
Seems  to  cause  him  much  vesation, 
Which  our  ill-concealed  elation 

Only  serves  to  aggravate. 
And  my  modfst  tongue  refuses 
To  mention  his  abuses, 
Or  the  language  which  he  uses. 
While  the  tinctures  percolate. 

This  is  one  of  the  poems  published  in  the  C.  $  D. 
(April  27,  1895).  It  has  caught  the  fancy  of  a  musical 
reader  (Mr.  Henry  J.  Thomson,  Lachee,  Dundee),  who  has  se; 
it  to  the  above  attractive  air.  Thij  is  the  first  time  a 
musical  composition  has  figured  in  the  C.  $  D. 
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BRAIN  WORKERS,  I 
FOR  WORRIED  MEN, 
FOR  NERVOUS  WOMEN, 
FOR  GROWING  CHILDREN.  | 

Contains  Wheat  Phosphates. 
"CEFIEBOS  LTD.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  &  London.  I 


GOLD  MEDALS  1884- 1885- 1886-  188ft. 


TRADE 

MARKc 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 


No  2  Pure 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 


17/ 

16/ 


BEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

"N"o.  1  Finest  Pure 

FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colours 


* 

cwt 

cwt 

» /  * 

1/  cwt 


1  6 /cwt 


No  2  Pure 

FULLER'S  EARTH 


!14/o*t 


Finest  Po-e 

STARCH  POWDER 

"NoT  1  Finest'  Ligh't'Pur  " 

PRECIPITATED  CHALK 


23/ 
27/ 


cwt  .| 

cwt.l 


No.  2  Pure 

PRECIPITATED  CHALK_ 
"  WHITE  EARTH  " 

Specially  prop**r«d  for 
_  Toilet  purposes 
'  Wneat'lU'B  Sifteu 

TOILET  OATMEAL 


09  /  * 

£u/  cwt. 


19A* 

/  * . 

/  cwt  | 


I22 


•i<  CAERIAGE  PAID  to  Bailwav  Stations  within  200  miles  oi 
London  i  or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  j 
of  112  lbs.  and  up/warOB  of  tbove  articles.    Smaller  parcels  ae 
livered  free  on  reil  L<  ndon  at  above  prices. 


The  Cream  of 


wiin 

Hypophosphites  of  Lime  &  Soda, 

Has  been  accepted  and  prescribed  by  physicians  in  all 
parts  of  tire  world  for  the  past  twenty 
years,  and  considered  by  them  tin©  preparation  of 

COD  LIVER  OIL  PAR  EXCELLENCE. 


SCOTT  &  BOWNE,  Ltd., 

47  Farringdon  Street,  EX. 


DlOTFlfjTfiNfS 


"  SANITAS"   EUCALYPTUS  PREPARATIONS. 
Kingzett's  Sulphur  Candles  and  Sulphugators, 
Kingzett's  Drain  Testers, 
Presarved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Mercuric  Bactericide,     Eucalyptus  Oils. 

L.  G.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate  Pellets  ;  "  Okol "  and  "  Creocide "  Fluids  and- 
Powders ;  Chlorida  of  Zinc  ;  Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps ;  Soluble 
Carbolated  Cre  isote ;  Moth  Paper  ;  Weed  Destroyer,  Sheep  Dips,  &c. 


THE  SANITAS  09.,  LiM. 

BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON,  E. 


:Narm1£55 

anbQ)1.oui^less  (ivt  s 

leepsth^HaiflnCult 


Write  for  Showcards  and  Cash  Price  List 
STOCKED  BY  ALL  WHOLESALE  HOUSES. 

«  F.  W.  BATES,  BROOKS'S  BAR,  MANCHESTER. 
I  _.  —  — 


LLIS'S 
TABL 


"  Well  charged  with  gas,  and 
in  every  respect  of  the  very 
best  quality  for  drinking." — 
Percy  P.  Franklaud,  B.Sc, 
F.C.S. 


".Typically  Perfect." 
— Medical  Press. 


WATERS 


Sole  Address —  [1] 

R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  RUTHIN,  NCRTH  WALES. 

London  Agents  :  W.  BEST  &  SONS,  Henrietta  Street,  Cavendish  Square" 


NOTICE. 


Mr.   J.   W.   WHITWORTH  beirrg 


no  longer  in  our  employ  is  not !"  authorised  3  to 
collect    accounts   on  our  behalf. 


Sept  23rd  18W. 


THE    NEW    SULPHUR  SYNDICATE. 

In  our  issue  of  August  22  we  called  attention  to  the 
International  Syndicate  for  controlling  the  world'd  production 
of  sulphur,  which  was  then  in  course  of  formation.  The 
syndicate  has  now  been  definitely  constituted  under  tbe 
title  of  the  Anglo-Sicilian  Sulphur  Company^ (Limited),  and 
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we  are  in  a  position  to  give,  concerning  its  scope  and  policy, 
the  following  details  which  may  be  taken  as  an  accurate 
summary  of  facts. 

The  company  has  a  capital  of  1,035,0002 ,  divided  into 
1,000,000  preference  shares  of  1Z.  each  and  700,000  ordinary 
shares  of  Is.  each.  At  present,  however,  only  735.000Z. 
share  capital  has  been  issued,  and  this  money  bas 
been  subscribed  for  privately.  No  prospectus  has  been 
published,  nor  is  it  the  intention  of  the  Council  of  the  com- 
pany to  issue  one.  The  company  is  an  ADglo- French-Italian 
concern,  and  its  chief  offices  in  London  will  be  opened 
on  October  1.  The  aim  of  the  company — viz ,  to  bring 
under  one  hat,  if  we  may  use  that  expressive  Americanism 
— the  bulk  of  the  effective  sulphur  output  of  the  world, 
has  (as  will  hereafter  appear)  been  practica'ly  accom- 
plished, and  the  concern  is,  therefore,  alike  in  its 
conception,  its  extent,  and  its  probable  influence  upon 
the  chemical- market,  the  most  important  chem'eal  trading 
organisation  formed  since  the  United  Alkali  Company. 
The  "  Council "  of  the  Anglo  Sicilian  Sulphur  Company  is 
composed  of  men  whose  names  are  household  word3  in  the 
worlds  of  finance,  industry,  and  commerce,  and  the  company 
has,  so  far  as  it  is  pcs:ible  to  do  so,  secured  the  con- 
trol cf  the  sulphur  industry.  The  two  chief  centres  of 
that  industry  are  Sicily,  with  an  annual  output  of  about 
400,000  tons,  and  England,  where  the  Chance  process  for 
the  recovery  of  sulphur  from  waste  products  bas  lately 
been  worked  at  an  annual  rate  of  about  40  000  tons. 
There  is,  of  course,  plenty  of  sulphur  elsewhere,  but  it 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  it  can  be  recovered  at  com- 
peting prices,  Japan  yields  about  16.000  tons  a  year,  and 
her  output  is  therefore  tco  small  to  affect  the  market. 
Moreover,  it  is  said  to  be  dwindling.  Iceland  has  produced 
some  sulphur  in  the  past,  with  disastrous  results  upon  the 
pockets  of  those  who  attempted  to  exploit  the  deposits. 
Other  countries  have  alto  been  tapped  unsuccessfully.  The 
chieE  possibility  of  successful  ccmpetition  appears  to  exist 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  whence  sulphur  may  possibly 
be  obtained  in  paying  quantities.  At  present,  however,  the 
existence  of  a  deep  layer  of  shifting  sand  on  the  top  of  the 
known  deposits  is  said  to  prevent  the  extraction  of  the 
mineral. 

The  whole  of  the  English  production  of  recovered  sulphur 
has  been  brought  within  the  control  of  the  syndicate,  and  up 
to  the  present  over  80  per  cent  of  the  Sicilian  mines  have 
similarly  bound  themselves.  The  contracts  with  the  pro- 
ducers, we  understand,  are  for  the  term  of  five  years,  and  are 
renewable  at  the  option  of  the  company  for  a  similar 
term  at  the  expiration  of  the  first.  During  that  period 
the  mine-owners  are  bound  to  deliver  to  the  company 
the  whole  of  their  output  at  a  fixed  price.  That  price, 
we  understand,  will  be  sufficiently  high  to  give  the  mine- 
owners  a  fair  living  profit  (which  they  could  not  obtain  under 
the  system  of  cut-ttroat  competition  that  has  prevailed  of 
late),  and  enable  them  to  pay  their  unhappy  workmen  and 
child-slaves  a  sufficient  wage  to  remove  a  chief  cause  of 
the  fpresent  chronic  state  of  simmering  rebellion  which  has 
made  Sicily  the  scandal  of  Italy. 

Small  sales  of  sulphur  have  already  been  made  by  the  new 
company,  but  serious  business  will  begin  on  October  1,  when 
the  London  offices  are  opened  This  brings  us  to  the 
important  question  of  the  company's  policy  towards  the 
merchants  and  chemical-brokers  who  have  handled  sulphur 
so  far,  and  towards  the  consumers.  We  understand  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  directors  to  be  as  conciliatory  and 
regardful  of  the  established  channels  of  trade  as  they  can. 
In  this  respect  their  policy  will  be  the  antithesis  of  that 
pursued  by  the  United  Alkali  Company.    That  body,  it  will 


be  remembered,  made  many  powerful  enemies  at  the  outset 
of  its  career  by  roughly  tearing  asunder  the  complicated 
web  of  "  interests  "  which,  in  the  course  of  years,  had  grown 
around  the  heavy-chemical  industry.  "  Direct  contact 
with  the  consumer"  ard  "no  favours"  were  watchwords 
that  brocght  upon  the  United  Alkali  Company  the  hatred  of 
scores  of  men  wbcs3  incomes  were  made  up  largtly  from 
commissions  and  profits  on  intermediate  dealings  in  heavy 
chemicals.  Taught,  possibly,  by  the  United  Alkali  Com- 
pany's experience,  the  Anglo-Sicilian  Sulphur  Company 
intend,  we  hear,  to  carry  on  their  business,  wherever 
possible,  through  the  existing  channels  of  trade,  both  in 
Britain  and  on  the  Continent.  Moreover,  it  is  not  proposed 
to  increase  the  sulphur  prices  to  any  considerable  extent. 
For  two  or  three  months,  under  the  influence  of  reports  con- 
cerning the  formation  of  the  Company,  the  quotations  have 
steadily  advanced  from  SOs.  per  ton,  f.o  b.,  for  good  seconder — 
the  bottom  price  on  record — to  the  present  figure  of  73s. 
per  ton,  f.o.b.  The  price  will,  perhaps,  bo  raised  to  80s.  per 
ton  after  October  1 ;  but  beyond  that  figure  (which  will,  it 
is  thought,  secure  a  fair  return  on  invested  capital,  and  jet 
be  low  enough  to  prevent  new  mines  from  being  successfully 
worked),  we  do^not  think  that  it  will  go.  The  company  have 
the;  right  to  decree  a  decrease  of  production  up  to  18  percent, 
of  the  present  output,  upon  paying  the  producers  1  per  cent, 
extra  for  every  3  per  cent,  reduction  of  output  decreed,  while 
Mr.;  Chance  has  expressly  reserved  the  right  of  pro- 
ducing 40,000  tons  of  recovered  brimstone  annually  by  his 
process,  bat  we  understand  that  the  present  output  of 
Chance- process  sulphur  is  below  that  figure,  and  that  it  is 
likely  to  decrease  still  farther.  Nor  does  it  seem  like'y  that 
the  company  will,  for  the  present,  consider  the  question  of 
reducing  the  output  in  Sicily. 

The  formation  of  the  syndicate  is  not  only  likely  to  put 
the  sulphur-trade  on  a  sounder  footing :  it  may  also  do  much 
to  pacify  Sicily.  The  political  condition  of  that  island  has 
long  been  verging  upon  the  intolerable.  The  international 
control  now  extended  to  one  of  its  principal  products  may 
do  much  to  placate  the  elements  of  discontent.  The  Italian 
Parliament  ai  first  declined  to  pass  the  Bill  for  the  alteration 
of  the  export  duty  on  sulphur  in  a  form  acceptable  to  the  syn- 
dicate-promoters. There  was  some  danger  that  the  negotia- 
tions would  fall  through,  and  it  is  said  that  only  the  fear  of 
more  serious  disturbances  in  the  island  induced  the  Italian 
Government  to  agree  to  a  sufficiently  thorough  reform  of  the 
export-duties  to  make  it  worth  the  syndicate's  while  to 
continue  its  negotiations. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  experience  of  syndicates  come 
to  grief  through  greed  in  the  past  will  not  be  lost  upon  the 
A  S.S  C.  If  the  policy  outlined  by  us  be  adhered  to,  the 
company's  career  may  be  beneficial  to  the  industry  and 
moderately  profitable  to  the  shareholders ;  but  a  policy  of 
over-reaching  must  in  the  long  run  end  in  disaster.  It  may 
be  taken  for  granted,  however,  that  the  directors  will  try  to 
avoid  the  pitfalls  into  which  so  many  of  their  predecessors 
have  stumbled.  The  inclusion  of  the  British  recovered-sulphur 
interest  augurs  well  for  the  future  of  the  ccmpany.  The 
promoters  rightly  saw  that  there  was  the  key  of  the  position, 
and  that  the  failure  to  embrace  that  interest  bad  been  the 
principal  reason  for  the  ill-success  of  all  previous  efforts  to 
consolidate  the  industry.  The  pyrites  output,  which  in. 
certain  quarters  has  been  thought  to  be  connected  with  the 
sulphur-market,  is  not  really  within  the  scope  of  the  present 
combination.  No  pure  "  sulphur,"  as  such,  is  obtained  from 
pyrites,  or  can  be  made  from  it  at  reasonable  prices.  More- 
over, the  acid  made  from  pyrites  is  used  for  quite  other 
purposes  than  that  made  from  sulphur;  and  for  manj 
industrial  purposes  pure  sulphur  alone  can  be  used. 
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ANTI-CUTTING  COMBINATIONS. 

We  recently  reported  the  preliminary  proceedings  in  an 
action  brought  by  the  John  D.  Park  &  Sons  Company,  of 
Cincinnati,  owners  of  department  stores,  against  members 
of  the  National  Wholesale  Diuggists'  Association  of  the 
United  States,  for  conspiring  to  prevent  them  from  obtain- 
ing druggists'  goods  and  proprietary  medicines.  It  may  be 
explained  that  the  Association  referred  to  is  a  combination 
of  practically  all  the  wholesale  drug-houses  and  manu- 
facturers of  proprietary  medicines  in  the  United  States,  and 
amongst  their  objects  is  one  for  the  discouragement  of 
cutting,  they  having  an  arrangement  under  which  goods  are 
sold  upon  a  minimum-price  basis,  and  dealers  who  violate 
the  agreement  in  respect  to  any  of  the  articles  have  their 
supplies  of  all  of  them  stopped.  The  Park  Company  are  a 
cutting  house,  and  their  action  is  an  endeavour  to  defeat 
the  Association  scheme.  They  applied  in  a  New  Yoik  court 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  members  resident  in  the  State 
from  combining  as  stated,  and,  in  the  event  of  success,  they 
might  have  raised  similar  actions  in  other  States,  as  the  deci- 
sion in  New  York  would  only  apply  to  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation residing  therein.  Judge  Russell,  of  the  New  York  Su- 
preme Court,  gave  his  decision  on  September  8,  and  although 
technically  the  plaintiffs  gain  a  point,  the  real  victory  is 
with  the  defendants.  In  the  course  of  his  decision  Judge 
Russell  said : — 

The  Druggists'  Association  is  formed  for  mutual  benefit 
and  protection.  A  part  of  its  aim  is  to  enable  those  within 
its  scope  to  obtain  prices  which  shall  jield  fair  profits.  A 
large  part  of  its  line  of  action  is  unquestionably  lawful,  as 
is  also  a  great  part  of  the  individual  action  of  the  firms 
entering  into  the  combined  Association.  It  is  lawful  for  the 
Association  and  the  manufacturers  to  provide  means  for 
obtaining  information  as  to  the  acts  of  firms  violating  any 
proper  agreement  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  proprietary  drugs 
by  any  of  the  associates-,  or  the  customers  of  such  asscciates. 
It  is  also  lawful  for  the  manufacturers  individually  to  agree 
with  their  customers  that  those  customers  shall  sell  the 
particular  goods  maaufactnred  by  the  vendor  for  a  certain 
price.  It  is  lawful,  also,  for  each  manufacturer  to  refuse  to 
sell  any  customer,  for  any  reason  however  capricious,  any 
goods  manufactured  by  him. 

But  it  is  in  restraint  of  trade  and  unlawful  for  such 
manufacturer  to  become  a  party  to  a  combination  which 
shall  prevent  any  of  his  customers  from  obtaining  other 
goods  of  other  manufacturers  because  those  customers 
violate  the  agreement  with  him  in  respect  to  a  cutting  of 
prices,  and  to  make  such  violation  a  cauEe  of  a  general 
exclusion  of  such  customers  from  the  power  to  purchase  any 
kind  of  proprietary  medicines  from  any  of  the  other 
members  of  the  Association.  It  is  not  lawful  to  form  a 
combination  which  shall  make  general  the  enforcement  of 
prices  fixed  by  the  manufacturer  effective  beyond  the  reach 
of  competition,  by  the  exclusion  of  such  customers  from  a 
general  power  of  purchase  of  other  goods. 

Judge  Russell  therefore  enjoined  the  defendants  from 
conspiring  or  combining  to  prevent  the  plaintiff  from  freely 
purchasing  or  selling  proprietary  drugs  and  medicines  or 
other  goods  to  persons  who  may  desire  to  purchase.  But  he 
would  not  grant  an  injunction  against  defendants  from 
obtaining  or  imparting  information  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  Park  business  is  conducted,  or  if  they  violate  any 
agreement  with  any  manufacturer  or  wholesale  dealer ;  nor 
would  he  grant  an  in j  unction  against  any  of  the  defendants 
individually  from  making  any  agreement  with  the  plaintiff 
or  any  other  person  fixing  the  price  of  his  or  its  particular 
goods. 

This  decision  is  of  interest  to  the  British  drug-trade  at 
the  present  juncture,  when  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade 
Association  are  endeavouring  to  do  what  the  American 
Association  is  now  restrained  .from  doing— viz.,  making  the 


purchaser  of  one  article  agree  not  to  cut  the  price  of  several 
others.  This  is  the  vulnerable  point  of  the  Proprietary  Articles 
Trade  Association,  but  we  presume  that  they  have  been 
well  advised  in  the  course  of  action  which  they  have  adopted. 
It  will  be  observed  that  Judge  Russell  makes  it  clear  that 
such  conditions  may  be  made  by  the  manufacturers  or 
wholesalers  individually,  and  it  should  not  be  difficult  for 
them  to  adapt  their  scheme  to  this  advice,  making  it  as 
useful  as  it  has  been  in  getting  cutters  to  agree  to  their 
terms. 


TO  FIGHT  THE  DENTISTS. 
The  announcement  in  our  last  issue  that  the  Unregistered 
Dental  Practitioners'  Association  had  withdrawn  their  sub- 
scription of  54Z.  odd  to  our  fund  has  brought  a  quick 
response  to  make  good  the  decrease.  Correspondents  offer 
to  contribute  22/.  6j.  6d ,  thus  bringing  up  the  amount 
of  the  fund  to  132Z.  8s.  We  may  say  that  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Association  referred  to  have  as  individuals 
subscribed  to  our  fund.  The  week's  subscriptions  include 
one  of  ten  guineas,  one  of  five  guineas  from  a  subscriber  who 
previously  put  his  name  down  for  two  guineas,  three  of  one 
guinea  each,  and  the  rest  in  sums  varying  from  10s.  to 
3s.  6d.  The  subscriber  of  ten  guineas  is  a  well-known 
patent-medicine  proprietor,  who  points  out  that  the  right  of 
chemists  to  extract  teeth  ought  to  be  preserved,  and  he 
thinks  that  patent-medicine  proprietors,  whose  interests  are 
so  largely  bound  up  with  those  oE  retail  chemists,  should 
give  their  moral  and  pecuniary  support  to  this  matter.  We 
cordially  agree  with  our  correspondent,  and  whether  they 
subscribe  or  not  we  should  be  glad  to  be  assured  that  whole- 
sale and  patent-medicine  houses  take  a  practical  interest  in 
the  movement.  Another  correspondent  suggests  that  we 
should  take  in  hand  the  formation  of  a  Defence  Association 
open  to  all  interested  in  dental  work,  whether  chemists  or 
not,  the  members  only  of  the  Association  to  be  defended, 
and  the  subscription  to  be  two  guineas  per  member.  The 
time  has  scarcely  arrived  for  this  step.  Oar  first  duty  is  to 
get  a  case  carried  to  the  High  Court,  and  when  that  is 
decided  we  shall  be  better  able  to  judge  whether  such  an 
Association  as  our  correspondent  suggests  is  necessary  or 
not.  Since  our  last  issue  we  have  received  a  polite  letter 
from  the  honorary  secretary  of  the  British  Dental  Associa- 
tion, promising  to  lay  our  suggestion  in  regard  to  a  test  case 
before  his  executive  at  their  next  meeting  in  November. 
In  regard  to  this  and  other  matters,  we  shall  in  a  few  days 
consult  our  subscribers,  and  endeavour  to  be  in  a  position 
to  get  the  difficulty  settled  in  the  next  legal  sittings. 


ZANZIBAR  CLOVES. 

There  have  been  signs  lately  of  an  impending  speculative 
movement  to  force  up  the  price  oE  Zanzibar  cloves.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  month  a  Mincing  Lano  firm  of  brokers,  who 
are  currently  reported  to  act  for  a  rich  "  syndicate,"  actually 
purchased  considerable  quantities,  although  the  price  did 
not  advance  beyond  one  or  two  points.  It  is  well  known 
that  in  the  early  days  of  the  late  Colonel  North's  "  camphor 
syndicate"  the  speculators  banded  together  under  that 
sobriquet  attempted  to  corner  the  clove-market  along  with 
the  other  departments  of  the  Mincing  Lane  produce-trade 
to  which  they  turned  their  attention.  The  clove  speculation 
was  unsuccessful  from  the  beginning— as,  indeed,  it  could 
hardly  help  being,  considering  the  enormous  supplies  of  the 
spice  in  Europe  and  the  East.  It  was  quickly  and  quietly 
dropped,  but  it  is  now  said  that  the  recent  tentative  move- 
ment was  engineered  by  some  members  of  the  old  "  syndi- 
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cate"  resuscitated.^  Whatever.  |tiuth  there  may  be  in  this 
statement,  a  |  more  inopportune  time  for  an  upward  movement 
in  cloues  could  hardly  be  imagined.  Sheer  over-production 
has  forced  down  the  pi  ice  of  Zanzibar  cloves  to  almost  the 
lowest  figure  on  record.  There  is  no  prospect — barring  a  total 
failure  of  the  crop  or  a  destruction  of  the  plantations  by  a 
hurricane — that  there  will  be  any  considerable  diminution 
in  the  supply.  The  stock  in  the  London  public  warehouses 
alone  is  about  84,000  bales— equal  to  one  and  a  half  year's 
average  output  in  Zanzibar— and.there  is  no  reason  whatever 
for  assuming  that  there  will  be  a  marked  increase  in  the  con- 
sumption. It  is  rumoured,  indeed,  that  over  one-half  of  this 
enormous  London  stock  has  been  quietly  bought  up  by  the 
syndicate,  but  no  convincing  evidence  is  brought  forward  to 
bear  out  that  assertion.  Clove  oil  (the  chief  article  of  phar- 
maceutical interest)  is  now;  lower  in  "price  than  it  has  ever 
been,  and  a  halfpenny  advance  in  cloves  would  almost 
certainly  react  upon  the  oil-market. 

The  chief  reason  which  has  been  brought  forward  as  a 
possible  cause  for  a  permanent  advance  in  the  price  of  cloves 
is  that,  after  the  recent  events  in  Zanzibar,  slavery  may  be 
abolished  in  the  Sultanate.  As  the  clove- plantations,  which 
are  almost  entirely  owned  by  Arabs,  are  worked  by  slave- 
labour,  ib  is  thought  that  the  cost  of  production  of  the  spice 
would,  in  that  case,  be  much  increased.  That  may  be  so, 
but  in  the  meantime  there  is;  nothing  to  show  that  there 
will  be  any  change  in  Lthe_conditions  of  labour  in  Zanzibar 
yet  awhile. 

According  to  a  recently-published  report  of  the  British 
Consul  at  Zanzibar,  the  production  of  cloves  shows  a 
tendency  to  increase,  in  spite  of  the  low  prices  that  have 
ruled  for  some  years.  The  total  quantities  of  cloves  brought 
to  market  in  Zanzibar  during  the  past  six  years  (in  frazilehs 
of  35  lbs.)  have  been— 


Year 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1S93 

1894 

1895 

Zanzibar  cloves  .. 
Pernba  cloves 

Fraz. 
124,929 
384,933 

Fraz. 

69,388 
324,252 

Fraz. 
121.398 
236,211 

Fraz. 
108,090 
259,367 

Fraz. 
138,691 
372,999 

Fraz. 
146,397 
391,460 

Total  .. 

509,862 

393,640 

357,609 

367,457 



511,690 

537,857 

Not  much  hope  for  speculators  here.  These  figures  repre- 
sent the  actual  quantities  brought  into  Zanzibar  from  the 
"  Shambas,"  or  plantations,  between  January  1  and  Decem- 
ber 31,  although  the  proper  season  when  cloves  are  picked, 
dried,  and  brought  to  market  extends  from  September  to 
March.  They  show  that  the  production  during  1895  is  the 
largest  of  the  series.  The  continued  heavy  crops  have 
caused  a  glut  in  the  home  markets,  although  shipments  at 
the  lower  prices  are  still  being  made,  especially  to  Bombay 
Marseilles,  and  Hamburg,  which  three  ports,  indeed,  ab" 
sorbed  most  of  the  consignments  during  the  last  half  of  1895' 
London  taking  comparatively  but  a  small  quantity. 

In  1895  there  were  three  convictions  under  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  Sultan  against  the  adulteration  of  cloves.  The 
cloves,  which  were  in  these  instances  imported  by  British 
Indians  from  Pemba,  were  found  to  be  adulterated  with 
salt,  and  were  seized  and  publicly  burned  ;  and  this  action 
has  already  had  a  deterrent  effect  on  a  practice  which  was 
becoming  very  common. 


"  CHEAP   AND  NASTY." 

When  the  German  Chief  Commissioner  to  the  Philadelphia 
Exhibition  of  1876  returned  home,  he  summed  up  the 


German  Section  of  that  great  international  fair  in  the  three 
words,  "  Billig  und  schlecht "  (cheap  and  nasty).  Twenty 
years  have  passed  since  then,  and  Germany  has,  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  done  something  to  wipe  out  the  bitter 
taunt  of  her  own  countryman  by  proving  that  there  are 
branches  of  industry  in  which  her  products  can  hold  their 
own  against  the  best  of  other  nations.    But  the  object- 
lesson  in  foreign — especially  German — competition  which 
has  been  taught  for  the  past  three  weeks  in  the  room  of  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  where  samples  are  displayed 
of  the  foreign  goods  alleged  to  have  supplanted  British 
products  in  some  of  our  colonies,  forcibly  recalls  to  mind 
Mr.  Commissioner  Keuleaux's  "  winged  words  "  of  1876.  If 
these  are  the  goods  which  Britain  must  turn  out  in  order  to 
keep  the  custom  of  Earopean-apeing  West  Indian  blacks  and 
of  Australian  artisans,  who   prefer  nameless,  pretentious 
shoddy  to  honest,  wear-resistiDg  fabrics,  we  unhesitatingly 
say  that,  from  every  point  of  view,  it  is  to  Britain's  interest 
to  leave  Germany  in  possession  of  so  unenviable  a  field. 
There  must  always  be  a  market  for  decently-manufactured 
goods  at  a  fair  price.    Let  this  country  see  to  it  that  she 
deserves,  and  knows  how  to  keep,  the  custom  of  people 
willing  and  able  to  pay  for  such  articles.    She  may  then 
look  with  equanimity  upon  the  monopolisation  by  Germany 
of  the  entire  West  Indian  trade  in  scissors  at  Is.  Qd.  per 
dozen,  delivered  free  in  Barbadoes,  and  leave  her  rival 
the  national  glory  of  draping  the  nether  limbs  of  Trinidadian 
buck-niggers  in  "  moleskin  pants  at  Is.  8d.  a  pair,  duty 
paid." 

Incredible  though  it  seems,  it  is  a  fact  that  things  of  these 
prices,  described  as  "scissors"  and  "pants,"  were  among 
the  samples  of  foreign  goods  competing  with  British  fabrics, 
sent  over  from  some  of  the  West  Indian  Islands  in  answer  to 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  now  famous  despatch  of  November  last. 
As  the  goods  arrive  they  are  forwarded  by  the  Colonial 
Office  to  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  after 
being  exhibited  there  for  a  fortnight  they  are  sent  on  to  the 
various  British  centres  most  interested  in  their  production. 
The  West  Indian  collection — embracing  only  a  few  of  the 
islands — was  the  first  placed  on  show.  It  has  been  succeeded 
this  week  by  what  seems  to  us  a  most  inadequate  assortment 
of  foreign  goods  competing  with  British  articles  in  Victoria, 
and  we  understand  that  this,  in  turn,  will  be  succeeded  by 
exhibits  from  Cyprus,  N.  S.  Wales,  and  Jamaica.    The  atten- 
dance at  the  Exhibition  now  averages  about  a  hundred  a  day, 
and  it  is  satisfactory  to  see  that  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  visitors  consists  of  representative  merchants  and 
manufacturers.    It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that  the  visitors 
number  an  appreciable  percentage  of  the  agents  of  those 
very  continental  manufacturers  against  whom  the  scheme  is 
directly  aimed,  but  who  are  wise  enough  to  try  to  pick  up  a 
wrinkle  or  two  from  the  publicity  so  kindly  provided  by 
Mr.   Chamberlain.    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  colonies 
whose    goods  are    yet    to  come    will  not    only  send 
fuller  assortments    than  the  West  Indian   Islands  and 
Victoria  have  done,  but  that  they  will  also  take  the 
trouble  to  give  precise  particulars  of  the  cost  of  the 
articles,  both  in  Europe  and  with  freight  and  duty  added,  as 
well  as  of  the  reasons  why  those  goods  are  preferred  to 
British  goods.    One  or  two  of  the  West  Indian  Islands  have 
given  such  details  in  a  full  and  business-like  manner  which 
calls  for  the  highest  praise ;  others  have  sent  hardly  any 
details  at  all,  and  the  collections  therefore  lose  much  of  the 
usefulness  they  would  have  if  accompanied  by  proper  ex- 
planatory notes. 

We  cannot  say  that  the  samples  shown  at  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  offices  up  to  the  present  time  impress  us  with 
a  lively  sense  of  danger  to  British  trade.   Take  the  West 
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Indies.  Our  chief  foreign  competitors  there  are  the  United 
States  (which  enjoys  superior  geographical  advantages), 
Germany,  and  France.  America  has  taken  most  of  the  trade 
in  steel  tools,  clocks,  cheese  and  butter,  and  a  slice  of  the 
cotton-  goods  business.  France  provides  certain  food-stuffs, 
boots,  and  dress-fabrics.  In  these  cases  well-directed  efforts 
on  our  part  might  regain  a  share  of  the  market.  But 
Germany  sends  mainly  goods  so  cheap  that  they  must  have 
been  produced  by  abominable  sweating,  so  bad  that  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  how  anyone  can  buy  them  for  use, 
and,  for  the  most  part,  so  ugly  that  their  manufacture  must 
kill  every  trace  of  artistic  sense  and  self-esteem  in  the 
workman.  We  have  already  referred  to  the  grotesque 
scissors  and  trousers ;  the  bulk  of  the  other  German  goods 
is  of  the  same  calibre.  Ticket  after  ticket  bears  the 
inscription,  "Why  preferred:  on  account  of  cheapness?" 
and  yet,  says  the  Barbadoes  report,  "  very  little  displace- 
ment has  taken  place."  In  china  and  earthenware  "  British 
superiority  is  admitted,"  in  furniture  "  the  best  is  British," 
in  cutlery  "  Britain  has  a  monopoly,  except  in  cheap 
goods,"  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.  "  Drugs 
come  mainly  from  Great  Britain,  but  there  is  a  large 
and  increasing  importation  of  patent  medicines  from  the 
United  States,  probably  due  to  bold  advertisement."  Unfor- 
tunately, no  drugs  are  shown,  and  comparison  is,  therefore, 
impossible.  But  what  benefit,  we  should  like  to  know,  can 
accrue  to  any  country  from  the  possession  of  matchmaking 
factories,  such  as  certain  Belgian  and  Swedish  ones,  who 
supply  the  West  Indies  with  matches  at  Is.  2d.  and  Is.  Qd, 
per  gross  boxes,  including  freight  1  Such  goods  can  only 
be  produced  under  conditions  that  are  a  danger,  not  a  benefit, 
to  the  country  of  manufacture. 

The  Victorian  "exhibit"  is  a  very  scrappy  one,  and  in- 
cludes no  drugs  of  any  kind.  A  memorandum  on  foreign 
trade  with  the  colony,  which  should  be  read  by  all  interested 
in  Australian  business,  and  might  well  be  supplied  as  a 
leaflet  to  visitors,  has  for  some  inscrutable  reason  been 
buried  in  that  dreariest  and  most  discreditable  example  of 
official  journalism — the  Board  of  Trade  Journal.  It  is  full  of 
excellent  hints.  Unfortunately  Victoria,  like  the  West 
Indies,  sends  no  samples  whatever  of  foreign  drugs.  The 
only  things  of  any  special  pharmaceutical  interest  are  the 
"  scent-bottles  "  (save  the  mark  !)  in  which  sample-bottles  of 
■cheap  grades  of  perfume  are  put  up.  The  small  common 
sample-bottles  are  supplied  by  Germany  at  24s.  9^.  and 
27s.  8d.  per  1,000  in  bond,  including  freight  and  landing 
charges  amounting  to  3s.  3d.  and  3s.  8^.  per  1,000  respec- 
tively. Larger  bottles  are  sold  at  6s.  a  gross  in  Germany, 
equal  to  8s.  a  gross  in  bond  in  Victoria.  A  specimen  of  a 
British  scent-bottle  of  similar  size  accompanies  the  German 
article,  but  again  the  British  article  is  not  priced.  The 
notorious  scissors  are  here  again.  The  British  scissors  cost 
2c.  Id,  each,  the  American  Is.  9d.  each,  .but  you  can  buy 
German  rubbish  at  3s.  8d.  a  doz3n — dear  at  any  price. 

The  writer  of  the  memorandum  on  foreign  trade  in 
Victoria  justly  points  out  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  say 
whether  the  import  of  foreign  goods  is  increasing. or  not, 
because  a  quantity  of  articles  imported  from  England  is 
really  of  foreign  origin,  and,  having  been  repacked  or  other- 
wise handled  in  London,  is  imported  into  the  colony  as 
British.  The  great  depression  that  has  fallen  upon  Australia 
within  the  last  few  years  has  led  many  people  generally 
to  use  cheaper  continental  manufactures  in  place  of 
better  British  goods,  but  this  would  probably  be  altered 
should  Australia  prosper  again.  The  subsidies  given  to 
Germany  and  French  steamship  lines  assist  foreign  trade 
to  a  considerable  extent.  Thus,  drapery  goods  which  cost 
from  40s.  to  65s.  per  ton  from  London  to  Melbourne  by  the 


Orient  or  P.  &  O.  steamers  can  be  shipped  from  Bremen  to 
Melbourne  by  the  Norddeutsche-  Lloyd  at  35s.  per  torj,  and 
from  London  by  the  French  Messageries  steamers 
via  Marseilles  also  at  35s.  per  ton.  There  is 
an  eqnal  difference,  it  is  said,  in  the  rates  for 
all  valuable  goods  requiring  quick  despatch.  Another  injury 
to  British  trade  arises  from  the  fact  that  Belgium  and 
German  goods  are  largely  purchased  from  Britain,  where 
they  are  repacked,  and  the  marks  of  origin,  if  any,  oblite- 
rated, while  the  goods  themselves  are  sent  over  as  British. 
"  The  evasions  of  the  Trade  Marks  Act,"  says  the  report, 
are  distinctly  detrimental  to  British  trade,  as  the  words 
"  Made  in  Germany "  are  not  any  recommendation  in 
Victoria,  whilst  the  indication  that  goods  are  "Made  in 
Great  Britain"  is  generally  looked  upon  as  a  guarantee 
of  honest  workmanship.  As  regards  packing,  American, 
and  sometimes  German,  goods  are  said  to  be  more  closely 
packed  than  British,  and  in  such  articles  as  bottles  that 
disadvantage  has  told  severely  against  this  country.  It  is 
said  that  owing  to  the  presence  of  active  foreign  Consuls 
in  Australia  and  the  absence  of  British  ones,  and  of  greater 
trouble  taken  by  foreign  manufacturers,  foreign  nations  are 
actually  in  many  instances  better  acquainted  with  the  state 
of  trade  in  Victoria  than  Britain. 


ORANGE  WINE. 

To  the  satisfactory  replies  of  last  week  we  may  add  the 
following  analyses  by  Mr.  Thos.  F.  Best,  F.I.C  ,  of  Messrs. 
Lof  thouse  &  Saltmer  :— 

Two  samples  of  orange  wine,  examined  on  September  9, 
from  two  sources  on  September  8, 1896. 

No.  1,  old  stock,  contained  10  per  cent,  alcohol. 

No.  2,  fresh  sample,  contained  11  per  cent,  alcohol. 

No.  1  had  been  constantly  drawn  from  and  exposed  [to 
admission  of  air,  with  probable  evaporation,  otherwise  might 
have  been  equal  inalcoholic  strength  to  No.  2. 

These  communications  in  regard  to  orange  wine  have  been 
opportune  and  valuable.  They  show  .that  genuine  orange 
wine  is  remarkably  uniform  in  alcoholic  strength,  for  we 
place  no  weight  on  "  A  Header's  "  statement  last  week  that 
he  found  23  per  cent,  of  alcohol  in  a  specimen.  That  result 
was  obtained,  we  understand,  by  a  special  process,  not 
distillation,  which  we  have  found  to  be  misleading. 

PIL.  HYDRARG.  H.S.S. 

A  medical  reader  of  Truth  suggests  that  the  discrepancies 
in  chemists'  charges  are  explained  by  the  variation  in  the 
wholesale  price  of  certain  drugs.  Some  drugs  vary  im- 
mensely in  quality,  and  proportionately  in  price.  But  Truth 
in  recollection  of  the  effect  on  his  anatomy  of  the  10^.,  15d„ 
and  Is.  9d.  prescriptions— the  value  being  pretty  much  on 
a  par  in  all  three  cases — appears  to  accept  that  view  of  the 
matter  with  reluctance. 

Besides,  continues  Truth,  is  there  not  a  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  which  requires  all  the  more  familiar  preparations 
to  be  of  a  certain  quality  1  When  a  tradesman  supplies  the 
quality  of  article  prescribed  by  law,  he  has  done  all  that  is 
required  of  him.  If  a  chemist  wishes  to  supply  a  fancy 
quality  of  drug,  he  ought  at  least  to  give  his  customers  a 
choice  in  the  matter.  There  may  be  connoisseurs  of  physic 
(as  of  wine)  who  would  pay  half  a  crown  for  an  old,  crusted 
black  draught,  so  many  years  in  bottle,  rather  than  poison 
themselves  with  a  cheap  article,  bought  at  the  Stores  for 
fourpence-halfpenny.  But  in  the  matter  of  drugs  few  of  us 
are  connoisseurs,  and  for  my  part,  so  long  as  the  fourpenny- 
halfpenny  dose  does  its  duty,  it  is  good  enough  for  me. 

Now  we  know  what  has  been  the  matter  with  our  genial 
Carteret  Street  friend— he  forgot  to  take  the  blue  pill. 
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TRAVELLERS  MAY  BE  HAWKERS. 
One  of  Singer's  travellers  was  fined  2,1.  at  Darlington  Police 
Court  on  Monday  for  hawking  without  a  licence.  The  case 
was  brought  by  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities,  and  it  was 
admitted  that  the  traveller  disposed  of  machines  ;  but  the 
contention  was  that  he  came  under  the  exemptions  of  the 
Hawkers  Act,  as  a  commercial  traveller  for  the  oiiginal 
manufacturers  of  the  machines.  A  case  for  a  higher  Court 
was  granted,  because,  the  solicitor  explained,  the  company 
have  over  4,000  men  similarly  employed  in  various  parts  of 
the  country.  The  case  is  of  interest  to  all  employers  of 
travellers,  and  we  may,  therefore,  explain  that  a  "  hawker" 
means  any  person  who  travels  with  a  horse,  or  other  beast, 
bearing  or  drawing  burden,  and  goes  from  place  to  place  or 
to  other  men's  houses  carrying  to  sell  or  exposing  for  sale 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  exposing  samples  or 
patterns  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  to  be  after- 
wards delivered,  and  includes  any  person  who  travels  by  any 
means  of  locomotion  to  any  place  in  which  he  does  not 
usually  reside  or  carry  on  business,  and  there  sells  or  exposes 
for  sile  any  goods,  &c,  in  or  at  any  house,  shop,  room, 
booth,  or  other  place  whatever  hired  or  used  by  him  for  that 
purpose.  The  exemption  of  those  who  sell  goods  to  persons 
who  deal  therein,  and  who  buy  to  sell  again,  is  provided  for 
the  protection  of  ordinary  commercial  travellers;  but  as  the 
Inland  Revenue  authorities  indicate  that  the  above  is  only 
the  first  step  they  are  taking  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
hawker's  licence,  it  would  be  well  for  all  interested  to 
assure  themselves  that  they  do  not  in  any  of  their  dealings 
violate  the  Act. 

CATERPILLARS  ON  FRUIT-TREES. 
The  Board  of  Agriculture  is  issuing  a  seasonable  leaflet 
on  the  means  to  be  taken  to  prevent  wintcr-moth  caterpillars 
'striking  on  fruit-tree.  Copies  of  the  leaflet  may  be  obtained 
post-free  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Board,  4  Whitehall 
Place,  S.W. ;  but  we  may  state  its  contents  briefly.  After 
figuring  and  describing  the  winter  moth  and  the  great 
winter  moth,  and  their  caterpillars,  the  leaflet  points  out 
that  the  surest  means  of  prevention  is  to  keep  the  wingless 
female  moths  from  getting  up  the  trees,  the  best  means  of 
doing  so  being  to  put  bands  of  sticky  composition  round  the 
trees.  The  Board  recommends  greased  paper  and  various 
other  devices  ;  but  it  strikes  us  that  the  makers  of  sticky  fly- 
papers have  an  opportunity  here  of  developing  a  winter  trade. 
Various  forms  of  moth-guards  are  described,  and  should  all 
these  prove  ineffectual,  and  the  caterpillars  develop,  the 
Board  recommends  spraying  with  any  of  the  following  solu- 
tions : — 

1.  The  extract  of  7  lbs.  of  quassia,  obtained  by  boiling 
quassia-chips  in  water,  to  100  gallons  of  water,  and  6  lbs.  of 
soft-soap. 

2.  The  extract  of  4  lbs.  of  quassia-chips  to  100  gallons  of 
water,  with  5  lbs  of  soft-soap  and  5  pints  of  paraffin. 

3.  The  extract  of  4  lbs.  of  quassia-chips  to  100  gallons  of 
water,  with  4  lb3.  of  soft-soap  and  4  pints  of  carbolic  acid, 
Calvert's  No.  5 

4.  Six  pounds  of  soft  soap,  and  2  lbs.  of  finely-ground 
hellebore  and  a  quart  of  paraffin,  boiled  and  well  stirred. 
This  is  sufficient  for  100  gallons  of  water. 

"  Paris  Green  "  ia  also  recommended,  with  reservations,  its 
poisonous  nature  beiDg  against  it.  It  costs,  says  the  Board, 
lOd.  to  Is.  per  lb.  The  paste  is  to  be  preferred,  1  lb.  of  it 
being  mixed  with  200  to  280  gallons  of  water  for  spraying 
the  trees ;  but  it  should  not  be  used  when  the  trees  are  in 
blossom.  "  London  Purple  "  may  b3  used  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. 

A  LITERARY  OUTRAGE  OR  A  GOOD  AD. 
The  Times  and  other  morning  papers  printed  on  Wednes- 
day a  poem  by  Sir  Edwin  Arnold,  entitled  "  Qaeen's  Day." 


It  was  placed  as  the  centre-piece  of  a  page  of  advertisements, 
and  that  day  Sir  Edwin  wrote  an  indignant  letter  to  the 
evening  papers,  in  which  he  said  that  the  poem  is  "  the  reprint 
of  one  written  by  him  for  a  monthly  magazine.  The  poem," 
he  proceeds,  "  is  printed  in  intimate  connection  of  manner, 
type,  and  place  with  advertisements  of  bovril,  patent  medi- 
cines, and  other  articles,  useful,  but  not  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  the  august  subject  of  the  poem."  To  be  strictly 
correct,  the  frame  of  the  poem  consisted  of  bovril,  tobacco, 
life-insurance,  carpets,  stout,  the  Gentlewoman,  and  sewing- 
machines.  Sir  Edwin  proceeds,  "  This  has  been  done  without 
my  knowledge,  and  for  motives  beyond  my  comprehension  ; 
and  I  have  given  instructions  to  my  lawyers  to  take  im- 
mediate proceedings  against  the  advertising-agent  and  the 
magazine  for  which  the  poem  was  composed,  with  a  view  of 
restraining  a  manner  of  publication  which  seems  tD  me  in 
the  highest  degree  injurious  and  unworthy."  The  Times 
puts  rather  a  different  complexion  on  the  matter  by  explain- 
ing that  "  the  chief  of  our  advertisement  department "  had 
seen  correspondence  which  showed  tha1;  the  advertisement- 
agent  who  ordered  the  poem  had  written  to  Sir  Edwin 
Arnold  as  follows :—"  Of  course,  it  is  understood  that,  as  I 
mentioned  in  my  previous  letter,  on  receiving  your  poem 
and  paying  you  cash  your  price,  I  become  the  absolute 
propristor  of  the  copyright  of  this  poem,  and  I  am  at  liberty 
to  use  it  as  I  like,  whenever  and  wherever  I  like."  To  this 
Sir  Edwin  Arnold  had  replied,  "  I  accept  in  full  the  condi- 
tions which  you  attach  to  your  payment."  The  author  of 
the  "Light  of  Asia"  may  now  be  sorry  he  spoke. 

PHOTOGRAPHERS  AND  POISONS. 
Some  people  who  take  photographs  still  advocate  free 
trade  in  poisons.  A  discussion  on  the  matter  has  been 
going  on  in  the  British  Journal  of  Photography,  and  the 
erudite  editor  of  tha'  paper  hai  once  more  expressed  his 
views.  We  are  glad  to  find  that  he  has  been  reading  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1888  ;  but  he  makes  the  astounding  blunder 
of  declaring  that  only  pharmaceutical  chemists  may  sell 
poisons.  In  the  same  paragraph  he  quotes  schedule  A  of 
th8  Act  as  the  entire  list  of  poisons,  in  ignorance  of  the 
fact  that  several  important  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
schedule.  There  is  other  evidence  in  the  article  to  show 
that  our  contemporary  has  misread  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and 
it  is  desirable  that  it  should  get  a  copy  of  the  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  and  study  it 
bafore  it  ventures  to  give  instruction  on  this  subject  again. 
The  explanations  given  in  the  book  make  the  purpose  of  the 
Act  clear  to  the  most  humble  mind,  and  the  historical  data 
are  ample  justification  of  the  legislation  in  respect  to  the 
sale  of  poisons. 

DOCTORS   AND  PHARMACISTS. 
■  Under  this  title  the  Medical  Press  comments  upon  Dr 
Bateman's  article  on  the  subject  which  we  printed  last 
month.    Oar  contemporary  deplores 

the  existence  of  circumstances  which  seem  to  make  it  im- 
possible that  doctors  shall  strictly  abstain  from  dispensing 
medicines  to  their  own  patients,  and  that  chemists  shall 
similarly  abstain  from  prescribing  for  doctors'  patients. 
We  unhesitatingly  assent  to  the  proposition  that,  were  it 
attainable,  there  should  be  an  absolute  divorce  between 
prescribing  and  dispensing,  and  we  think  it  anything  but 
respectable  that  medical  practitioners  should  be  in  the  habit 
of  making  a  large  profit  out  of  the  drugs  which  they  find  it 
necessary  to  prescribe  for  their  patients.  Such  a  system  is 
vicious  in  principle  and  degrading  in  practice,  and  ought  not 
to  continue  a  moment  longer  than  it  is  avoidable. 

This  is  a  fine  spirit,  and  we  agree  with  the  Medical 
Press  that  the  best  way  to  bring  about  reform  is  for  the 
general  practitioner  and  the  chemist  to  mutually  agree  to 
restrict  themselves  each  to  his  own  legitimate  sphere  of 
action.    They  have  done  it  in  Scotland  with  success. 


496 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


September  26,  1896 


A  Chemist's  Experience  in  Prison. 


IT  was  my  fortune  to  spend  several  months  at  Holloway  as 
a  first-class  misdemeanant,  in  consequence  of  having 
inadvertently  offended  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  connection 
with  a  civil  lawsuit.  I  was  accordingly  adjudged  guilty  of 
"contempt  of  Court,"  and  persuaded  to  accompany  the  tip- 
staff, in  order  to  "  purge  my  contempt "  at  the  above-named 
place  of  retirement.  Thanks  to  an  attack  of  bronchitis  I 
soon  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  two  doctors  and  the 
dispenser ;  and  having  no  other  means  of  "  killing  time " 
than  reading  novels  or  walking  in  the  garden  (oh,  yes,  there 
is  a  very  nice  garden),  I  asked  and  obtained  permission  to 
assist  the  dispenser.  I  thus  obtained  a  first-hand  knowledge 
of  a  prison  dispenser's  duties  and  position,  but  without  the 
privilege  of  drawing  his  salary.  As  a  result,  I  formed  the 
opinion  that  his  lines  are  cast  in  rather  pleasant  places — if 


measured  in  and  drunk  from  Proctor's  earthenware  mea- 
sures, and  prisoners  must  not  be  fastidious  enough  to  object 
to  take  cough- mixture  from  a  measure  which  has  just  been 
used  for  mist,  copaibse  co.,  and  not  washed  since  I  The 
dispenser  orders  all  drugs  and  appliances,  but  only  from  the 
particular  firm  contracting  to  supply  all  her  Majesty's 
prisons,  and,  curiously,  goods  must  be  ordered  only  twice  a 
year,  so  that  a  dispenser  has  to  calculate  ahead  for  a  six 
months'  supply  when  giving  each  order.  If  he  should  order 
too  little  of  an  article  so  as  to  want  a  further  supply  inter- 
mediately, it  takes  many  days.and  yards  of  red  tape,  before  the 
requisite  authoiisation  can  be  obtained.  Fortunately,  how- 
ever, common  sense  takes  the  reina  and  drives  the  proverbial 
coach-and-four  through  the  absurd  official  network.  The 
dispenser  and  the  contracting  house  simply  agree  that  any 
article  required  between  the  half-yearly  orders  shall  be 
supplied  without  an  official  order,  and  all  such  goods  are 
iocluded  in  the  next  six-monthly  list. 

Among  the  medicines  most  in  demand  in  a  prison,  mist, 
copaibse  co.  stands  facile  princeps,  the  deserters  from  the 
army  temporarily  detained  at  Holloway  being  the  best 


the  expression  be  allowable  in  reference  to  such  an  environ-  | 
ment.  His  hours  of  duty  are  from  9  to  6,  with  occasional 
late  duty  up  to  8  or  9  p.m.,  but  on  such  days  a  corresponding 
amount  of  leisure-time  is  allowed.  The  work  is  not  by 
any  means  hard  or  continuous,  and  the  rough  parts  are  done 
by  prisoners.  Although  the  dispenser  has  to  prepare  and 
administer  medicines  to  the  sick  of  a  community  ranging  j 
on  an  average  from  600  to  800  persons,  the  duty  is  rendered 
much  less  onerous  by  the  fact  that  each  prison  patient 
does  not  get  a  separate  bottle  of  medicine.  About  a  dozen 
different  "  stock "  mixtures,  suitable  for  all  ordinary  cases, 
arte  kept  ready,  and  it  is  only  in  exceptional  instances  that  ! 
special  medicines  are  prepared  for  individual  prisoners. 
Eight  ounce  bottles  of  the  stock  remedies  are  placed  in  a 
basket  divided  into  compartments,  like  a  syphon-basket,  and 
the  dispenser,  who  is  provided  with  a  set  of  keys  the  same 
as  a  warder,  goes  round  the  prison  visiting  and  dosing  each 
sick  prisoner  in  his  cell  if  the  illness  be  slight,  or  in  his  cot 
in  the  hospital  if  the  case  b3  serious.  He  carries  a  book  | 
with  a  list  of  patients,  and  the  remedy  for  each  against  the 
prisoner's  name  and  number,  whilst  he  is  accompanied  by  a 
prisoner  bearing  the  basket  of  medicines.    The  mixtures  are 


customers  for  this  remedy.  Next  comes  mist,  stimulans, 
containing  ammon.  carb.,  ether,  and  tinct.  nuc.  vom.,  which 
is  generally  given  to  steady  the  nerves  of  the  numerous  D.T. 
patients  who  have  often  to  be  put  in  a  padded  cell,  so  that 
the  task  of  administering  mist,  stimulans  is  not  always  one 
of  the  dispenser's  most  safe  or  agreeable  duties. 

On  the  "  female  "  side  of  the  prison  1-oz.  packets  of  pulv. 
alum  for  injection  seem  to  be  the  leading  article,  whilst 
cooling-powders  for  infants  make  a  good  second,  strange 
though  it  may  seem.  The  fact  is  that  many  children  are 
born  in  prison,  and  often  when  a  woman  who  has  a  very 
young  child  is  sentenced  she  takes  it  to  prison  with  her. 
On  the  female  side  it  is  the  women  warders  who  give  the 
medicines  to  the  prisoners,  an  arrangement  for  which  the 
dispenser  is  profoundly  grateful. 

Only  one  more  point  regarding  a  dispenser's  duty  occurs 
to  me :  it  is  that  he  often  has  to  take  charge  of  criminal 
lunatics  on  their  way  to  Broadmoor  or  other  asylum,  but 
for  every  such  journey  he  gets  a  fee  of  10*.  Of  course,  the 
party  also  includes  a  couple  of  warders  to  do  the  muscular 
part  of  the  business,  if  any  should  be  necessary. 

Altogether,  a  prison  dispenser  might  be  much  worse  off  than 
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he  is,  and  many  a  chemist?"  assistant,  working  some  twelve 
or  fourteen  hours  a  day,  would  gladly  change  places  with 
him. 

In  regard  to  the  life  of  a  first-class  misdemeanant  in 
Holloway,  journalists  appear  to  be  generally  not  very 
accurately  informed.  Some  reports  describa  a  first-class 
misdemeanant's  position  at  Holloway  as  a  bed  of  rosea; 
others  would  make  it  out  to  be  the  abode  of  anguish  and 
despair.  It  is  neither.  Lire  there  mein3  simply  a  dull, 
dreary,  monotonous  vegetation.  "  A  blooming  round  of 
Sundays,"  was  the  definition  given  by  ono  prisoner,  not  a 
"  first  class"  one.  The  gardens  were  almost  filled  with  sun- 
flowers, and  to  me  the  plant  and  the  prisoner  seemed  to  live 
not  greatly  dissimilar  lives.  The  sunflower  opens  in  the 
morning,  keeps  still  all  day,  and  closes  up  in  the  evening, 
but  never  moves  out  of  tha  same  spot. 

It  has  been  sa'd  that  a  firjt-class  misdemeanant  is  free 
from  the  personal  degradation  of  meaial  work,  as  inflicted 
on  criminal  prisoners.  That  i3  true;  but  only  if  you  can 
afford  to  pay  for  it,  Unless  jou  can  pay  for  a  room  and 
attendance,  you  are  put  into  an  ordinary  cell,  12  feet  by 
7  feet ;  you  have  to  scrub  the  floor,  scour  the  utensils,  and 
do  everything  that  is  exacted  of  a  burgle  or  pickpociet ;  and 
unless  you  can  buy  food  from  ontside,  your  diet  is  the  same 
as  that  of  criminal  prisoners.  I  knew  two  solicitors  and  an 
estate  agent,  all  there  for  that  mysterious  offence,  "con- 
tempt of  Cou  t,"  and  who  had  been  ruined  by  law-costs. 
Being  thus  unable  to  hire  a  room  or  to  buy  their  own  food, 
these  gentlemen  were  each  kept  for  many  months  in  an 
ordinary  call,  wh'oh  they  had  to  clean  daily,  and  they  had 
to  subsist  solely  on  prison  fare.  What  is  meant  by  this 
dietary  will  be  seei  from  the  following: — There  are  three 
meals  daily — breakfast,  dinner,  supp?r.  For  breakfast  and 
supper,  every  day,  6  oz.  of  dry  brown  bread  and  ^  pint 
of  cocoa  (without  milk),  or  1  pint  of  skilly  (gruel)  is 
allowed.  Dinners. —  Monday:  6  cz.  brown  bread,  £  oz,  fat 
bacon,  6  oz  haricot  beans,  6  oz.  potatoes  (unpeeled).  Tues- 
day, Thursday,  and  Sa'urday  :  f  pint  soup  (not  bad  tasting, 
but  very  indigestible),  6oz.  brown  bread,  6  oz.  potatoes  (un- 
peeled)— 6  oz.  is  about  one  and-a  half  potato.  Wednesday  : 
4  oz.  brown  bread,  6  oz.  potatoes  (unpeeled),  6  oz.  suat- 
pudding  (commonly  called  "  pomatum,"  and  evidently  a 
mixture  o£  brown  flour  and  malted  grease) ;  the  latter  con- 
coction is  evidently  a  purely  Christian  food,  for  I  have  seen 
it  refused  by  a  lean  and  hungry  cat,  a  drg,  and  a  Polish  Jew. 
Friday  (the  feast  d^v) :  3f  cz.  tinned  foreign  beef,  6  oz. 
potatoes  (unpeeled)  6  cz  brown  b:ead. 

The  total  retail  va'ue  of  one  week's  food,  as  above,  for  one 
person  is  Is.  9d ,  cr  3d  per  day. 

The  substantial  accuracy  of  the  above  food-list  and  value 
cannot  be  questioned;  the  quality  of  the  articles  is  not  bad, 
except  the  suet-poddicg  (which  I  have  never  known  to  be 
eaten  except  by  a  solitary  Welshman)  and  the  saup  (which 
is  almost  as  difficult  to  get  rid  of  as  a  bad  character).  But 
the  quantify  and  total  nutritive  power  of  the  dietary  are 
quite  insufficient  to  sustain  an  adult  in  health,  an  opinion 
which  has  been  confirmed  by  recent  official  inquiry. 

A  first-class  misdemeanant  on  entering  the  prison  is 
deprived  of  his  money,  letters,  penknife,  tobacco,  penci1, 
notebook,  &c. ;  indeed,  everything  he  possesses,  except  his 
clothes  and  his  handkjrchief.  He  is  put  into  an  ordinary 
cell,  with  concrete  floor,  faintly  lighted  with  one  small 
barred  window  placed  high  in  the  wall.  It  is  furnished 
with  iron  bedstead,  Esparto  grass  mattress,  coarse  blanket 
and  sheets,  Esparto  grass  pillow,  the  stuffing  of  which  is  not 
unlike  rad.  sartre  inc  ,  and  leaves  an  indented  pattern  on  the 
cheek  which  is  pressed  against  it.  There  is  a  fixed  corner 
shelf,  called  a  "  table,"  a  wooden  Windsor  chair,  a  pewter 
washbasin,  tin  utensil,  drinking- tin,  water-can,  dustpan, 
wooden  spoon,  earthenware  food-plate,  and  a  wooden  salt- 
cellar. There  are  besides  a  penny  comb  and  a  small  brush 
without  a  handle.  The  prisoner  rises  at  6  A.m  ,  folds  his 
bedclothes  into  a  neat  roll,  cleans  out  his  cell  and  utensils, 
and  gets  ready  for  his  breakfast  at  7.30.  If,  however,  he 
can  afford  to  pay  6s.  a  week  for  a  double  cell  and  attendance, 
he  need  not  rise  until  about  7  o'clock,  in  time  for  his  7.30 
breakfast,  his  cell  being  cleaned  out  by  a  fellow- prisoner, 
who  is  generally  a  debtor,  and  who  is  Daid  2d.  per  day  by 
the  authorities.  Each  alternate  day  at  8  30  A  M.  he  goes  to 
chapel  for  half  an  hour,  where  he  is  placed  in  a  part  sepa- 
rated from  and  invisible  to  the  adult  criminal  prisoners,  but 


along  with  the  debtors,  deserters,  and  boys.  When  I  was 
there  one  criminal  prisoner  was  allowed  to  sit  beside  the 
first-class  misdemeanants,  by  special  order  of  the  Home 
Secretary.  This  was  Jabez  Balfour,  who  for  months  sat 
just  before  me,  and  whose  devout  attitude  and  earnest 
responses  were  most  exemplary. 

From  10  to  11.45  a.m.  there  is  exercise  in  the  yards  or 
gardens,  in  sight  of  the  debtors,  but  not  mixing  with  them  ; 
then  dinner,  and  locked  in  cells  until  2  o'clock,  when  again 
there  is  exercise  up  to  4.45  p  m.  At  that  time  all  go  in  to 
"  supper,"  and  as  soon  as  this  is  served  the  cell3  are  double- 
locked  for  the  night  until  6  o'clock  next  morning,  being 
thirteen  and  a  quarter  hours,  during  which  the  prisoner  is 
entirely  alone,  not  being  visited  even  by  a  warder.  At 
8  p.m.  all  lights  are  extinguished  by  means  of  taps  in  the 
corridors,  and  everyone  must  be  in  bed  by  that  time. 

No  tobacco  or  spirits  are  allowed  within  the  prison. 
Half  a  pint  of  wine  or  ons  pint  of  beer  is  allowed  per  day, 
if  you  can  afford  it,  bat  it  must  be  brought  in  with  a  meal. 
Correspondeaca  is  strictly  limited,  being  usually  confined  to 
one  letter  per  week  sent  and  received,  and  every  letter  is 
subject  to  the  Governor's  inspection.  Books  can  be  borrowed 
from  a  very  limited  library,  mostly  of  the  Sunday  at  Home 
or  Good  Words  type;  one  daily  newspaper  may  be  ordered 
in  at  prisoner's  expense,  and  he  may  also  purchase  some  of 
the  leading  magazines.  One  vbitor  per  week  is  the  standard 
allowance,  but  it  must  always  be  the  same  visitor,  unless 
special  permission  be  applied  for  to  the  Magistrates  and 
obtained — a  process  which  takes  over  a  week  usually.  The 
last  point  on  which  I  would  like  to  correct  the  newspaper 
reports  is  as  to  "working  at  trades"  by  prisoners.  The 
rule  allowing  this  is  a  deid  letter,  and  no  misdemeanant  is 
allowed  to  work  at  his  trade.  During  all  the  time  I  was 
there,  I  wa3  the  only  person  who  could  in  any  sense  be  said 
to  be  allowed  to  do  so,  and  I  did  it  merely  by  favour  of  the 
dispenser,  and  for  my  own  amusement. 

Such  are  some  of  the  conditions  of  the  life  of  a  first-class 
misdemeanant  —a  life  that  is  fairly  tolerable  to  a  person 
who  has  money  to  spend,  but  to  the  poor  prisoner  who  has 
nothing  to  eat  but  prison  fare  and  nothing  to  read  but  prison 
literature,  the  position  is  far  from  enviable.  Even  money 
fails  to  make  pleasant  the  period  of  complets  solitude 
between  4.45  P.M.  and  6  o'clock  next  morning.  Men  U3ed 
to  going  to  bed  at  11  or  12  p.m.  cannot  sleep  when  com- 
pelled to  retire  at  8.  Yet  the  only  alternative  is  to  sit  or 
fie  in  total  darkness,  thinking  probaoly  of  ycur  friends,  just 
then  enjoying  themselves  at  the  theatre  or  discussing  the 
supper  bill  of  fare  at  the  Cafe  Monico.  It  is  at  such  times 
that  good  resolutions  are  born  and  nurse 5  ;  your  respect  for 
the  High  Court  of  Justice  and  her  Majesty's  Judges  becomes 
overpowering,  and  you  decide  that  henceforth  you  will 
promptly  obey  their  injunctions,  even  if  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
should  order  you  to—lead  an  expedition  against  the  Trans- 
vaal from  Mafeking  to  Johannesburg  ! 


Compressions. 

Chewing-gum  costs  Americans  4,000,OOOZ.  a  year,  it  is 
said. 

Anti  nausea  for  sea-sickness  is  described  by  the  Pliar, 
Zcit.  as  being  simply  a  preparation  of  cocaine. 

"  But,  Mary,  you  never  told  me  why  you  left  the  Jones's." 
"  Well,  mum,  the  place  was  all  right,  but  the  master  he  took 
to  photography,  and  used  to  photograph  the  joints  when  they 
left  the  table ;  so,  of  course,  mum,  as  I  couldn't  stand  that, 
I  left.  " 

Citbonellal. —  la  the  existence  of  this  body  in  citro- 
nella  oil  has  been  doubced,  we  call  attention  to  a  paper  by 
Barbier  and  Bouveault,  in  Comptes  Rend  us,  in  which  they 
describe  its  preparation  from  that  oil  and  give  an  account  of 
its  properties. 

Which  Killed  Him  ? — The  latest  device  of  a  Paris  paper 
for  attracting  readers  is  the  engagement  of  two  eminent 
physicians  to  attead  gratuitously  upoa  ids  yearly  subscribers. 
Recently  the  manager  of  tha  paper  gave  notice  to  one  of  the 
physicians  "not  to  prascriba  for  X.  any  more  ;  his  subscrip- 
tion has  expired."    The  doctor  replied:  "  So  his  X." 
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1*ew  Companies  ano  Comvmt 
•ftews. 


G.  &  F.  Milthoep  (Limited). — Capital  35,000?.,  in  51. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  take  over  a9  a  going  con- 
cern the  business  of  printing-ink  manufacturer,  now  carried 
on  by  Francis  Milthorp  at  the  Vicarage  Street  Works,  Wake- 
field, Yorks,  to  enter  into  aa  agreement  with  him  for  the 
purpose,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  ink,  colour,  varnish, 
composition,  and  general  chemical  manufacturers  and 
merchants.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than 
three  nor  more  than  seven)  are  Francis  Milthorp,  Henry 
Pawson,  George  Walker,  John  Whitlow,  and  William  H. 
Milnes.  Qualification,  250Z.  Remuneration,  2?  2s.  each  per 
beard  meeting  attended, 

Mrs.  Pomeroy  (Limited). — Capital  2,000?.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  and  take  over  as  a  eoing  concern  the 
business  carried  on  by  Jeanette  S.  Scale,  under  the  stjle 
or  firm  of  "  Mrs.  Pomeroy,"  at  29  Old  Bond  Street, 
London,  W.,  to  carry  on  hygienic  complexion-treatment, 
electrolysis,  manicure,  chiropody,  massage,  and  the  treat- 
ment of  the  scalp  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  hair- 
dressers, manufacturers  and  purveyors  of  toiltt  requisiles, 
perfume",  dentists,  chemists,  druggists,  scapmakers,  &c. 
None  of  the  signatories  apptar  to  be  connected  with 
pharmacy.  Registered  without  articles  of  association. 
Registered  office,  29  Old  Bond  Street,  London,  W. 

Gittings,  Hills  &  Boothby  (Limited). — Capital  39,000?., 
in  1?.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire,  take  over  as  going 
concerns,  amalgamate,  and  carry  on  the  businesses  of  pairit 
and  varnish  manufacturers  carried  on  by  (1)  Jo3eph  J. 
Gittings  and  John  Boothby  at  Park  Lane,  Aston,  Warwick, 
and  (2)  Malcolm  H.  Hills  end  Douglas  Hills,  at  Long  Acre, 
Nechells,  near  Aston,  and  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
the  said  vendors.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer 
than  three  nor  more  than  five)  are  the  r-aid  four  vendors. 
Qualiocation,  500?.  Registered  office,  Tower  Varnish  works, 
Long  Acre,  Nechells,  Birmingham. 


Parke's  Drug  stores  (Limited). — The  directors  of  this 
company  decided  on  Wednesday  to  recommend  payment  of 
a  final  dividend  for  the  year  ended  Jane  30  of  3  per  cent, 
on  the  ordinary  and  preference  shares,  making  6  per  cent, 
with  the  interim  dividend  paid  in  March. 

Sine  Cera  Soap  Company  (Limited). — The  voluntary 
winding-up  of  this  company  is  notified.  Claims  against  ic 
should  be  sent  in  to  Mr.  James  Todd,  3  Winckley  Square, 
Preston,  the  liquidator,  by  October  30.  A  meeting  will  be 
held  at  3  Winckley  Square,  Preston,  on  October  30,  at 
4.30  p.m.,  for  an  account  of  the  winding-up. 


IN  Natal,  native  pbysicans  are  divided  into  two  classes,  says 
a  Pall  Mall  Gazette  writer,  medicine-men  and  herbalists. 
The  former,  known  to  their  fellows  as  "  Izioyanga  zo  kwe 
lapa,"  are  especially  proficient  in  the  healing  art ;  while  the 
latter,  rejoicing  in  the  name  of  "  Izinyanga  zemeti,"  effect 
their  cures  through  the  medium  of  medicinal  herbs,  of  which 
there  are  over  100  species  known  to  the  natives.  One  of 
the  most  frequent  cases  with  which  a  native  doctor  has  to 
deal  is  snake  bite,  and  for  this  there  are  at  least  a  dozen 
herbal  antidotes,  the  chief  of  which  is  the  root  of  the  aster 
asper,  a  small  plant  somewhat  like  the  daisy,  with  lilac 
coloured  flowers.  It  has  been  used  with  success  by  hunters 
on  their  dogs  when  snake-bitten,  but  the  secret  of  the 
infallible  remedy  for  the  deadliest  snake-bite  is  said  to  have 
died  with  Cetew.iyo,  who  had  a  grey  powder  which  never 
failed  to  cure.  Herbs  for  cattle-diseases  are  plentiful,  but 
so  far  none  of  them  has  stemmed  the  onslaughts  of  rinder- 
pest. The  isi  nw*zi  is  a  favourite  remedy  for  "  red  water  "  in 
cattle,  and  is  also  employed  as  an  emetic.  The  nm-belebale 
is  very  valuabla  as  an  eye  salve,  and  to  it3  milky  sap  th a 


late  Sir  Theophilus  Shepstone  was  indebted  for  the 
prf  servation  of  a  valuable  horse  which  had  got  some  of  the 
blinding  juice  of  the  eupherbia  into  its  eje.  The  most 
popular  plant,  however,  is  the  u-mondi,  whose  aromatic  roots 
act  as  a  very  wholesome  tonic.  It  is  on  the  point  of  extinc- 
tion in  the  colony,  and  a  large  price  is  now  paid  for  its  roots. 
When  called  in,  the  doctor  receives  a  fee  known  as 
,;  ulugxa,"  varying  from  3s.  to  half  a  gainea,  according  to  his 
standing.  Should  a  cure  result  a  lurtherfeeis  claimable, 
but  failure  to  cure  is  unrewarded  by  payment  beyond  the 
call  fee.  Every  doctor  has  to  take  out  a  licence  to  practise 
from  the  magistrate  or  administrator  of  native  law  in  the 
district,  which  must  be  favourably  endorsed  by  the  chief  of 
his  cr  her  (for  lady-doctors  have  existed  from  time  imme- 
morial among  the  Kaffifs)  kraal.  For  this  licence  a  pavment 
of  3K  is  made,  and  the  holder  is  immediately  removed  fiom 
the  list  of  practising  physicians  if  so  rash  as  to  sell,  or  profess 
to  possess  love-philtres  or  charms  to  soothe  the  savage  breast. 
In  the  code  of  native  Uw,  male  and  female  diviners  and  other 
quacks,  such  as  rain  or  lightning  doctors,  are  expressly  for- 
bidden to  practise  the  black  art. 


Ht  tbe  Counter. 


"  I  want  a  churchjaid,  please,  for  the  flies." 


"  A  brush  what  you  clean  baby's  pipes  oui  with." 


"Pennerial  and  steal  pills,"  "  setlez-powder,''  '  leak 
wars  oil,"  "  bourasic  asid." 


"  Please,  this  little  boy  seams  tenible  rough:  can  you 
give  bim  a  tmoothing-powder  ? " 


A  Nova  Scotia  subscriber  sends  us  an  order  for  "each 
ointment  "  handed  in  over  his  counter. 


"  1  oz.  Popery"  was  a  written  order  received  from  an 
educated  Inoy  by  a  Suffolk  chemist.  It  was  her  way  of 
writing  "  Pot-pourri." 


A  Stirlingshire  chemist  sends  us  orders  he  has  had  for 
"  i  adii  of  pot  ash,"  "  gon  maco,"  "opium  delduck,"  and  "  some- 
thing for  a  sore  hedd  just  a  week  after  having  a,  baby." 


"  Sixpen'orth  of  paint  to  pa;nt  the  parson."  Person  was 
intended,  iodine  tinct.  supplied. — "Hit  jou  please  will  jou 
supply  me  with  one  bottle  of  Mr.  Scrabbs's  Cloudless  House- 
hold Harmony?" — Woburn  Sands  Chemist. 


From  Kelso  we  hare  orders  for  "  Humilington  pills,' 
"dark  cut  bay  dye"  (cudbear  apparently),  "oil  avoil,'' 
"gutty  parky  for  putting  in  tbe  teeth,"  "  nenian  powder1' 
(bloom  of  Ninon) ;  and  little  note3  foe  "  2  morphine  deposits 
like  Dr.  last  ordered,"  and  "  cosmeiique  6d.,  give  some- 
thing to  turn  the  rats,"  tbe  veinun  in  this  case  being 
apparently  waits. 


An  Edinburgh  firm  contribute  some  characteristic  orders. 
"  Magnesia "  has  been  nationalised  to  •'  McNesia,"  and  a 
popular  perfume  with  a  French  name  into  "Edoglone." 
"  Camile-oil  flowers,"  "  Brassick  ointment,"  "  Caskcarie  for 
indigesting,"  "  Cashaneil,"  and  "  Sarcarsa  degrada,"  are 
among  other  drugs  required. 


From  C.  O.  (163/45).— "  Please,  do  you  sell  effervescing 
saline  draught,  and  how  much,  please  1  I  want  one." 
Chemist  produces  tumbler,  water,  aid  mixing  saline,  stirs, 
and  during  effervescence  offers  it  to  customer,  who  coolly 
replies,  "  It  is  not  for  me ;  it's  for  someone  at  home." 
Another  :  "  Please,  I  want  2d.  of  loosely-conducted  oil " 
(eucalyptus  oil  supplied). 
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42  CANNON  STBEET,  E.G.,  September  21. 

THERE  has  been  a  fair  amount  of  business  all  round  in  the 
Mincing  Lane  markets  this  week,  but  the  drug-trade, 
which  is  usually  quickly  affected  by  improved  business  ia  the 
staple  articles  of  trade,  has,  up  to  the  present,  scarcely  felt  the 
effect  of  the  improvement.  Among  the  principal  alterations 
in  price  are  the  following  : — Japanese  aconite-root  is  dearert 
and  German  very  scarce.  Crude  camphor  slightly  firmer. 
Asafcetida  has  told  at  good  prices.  Colocynth  steady.  Gum 
acacia  neglected  ;  gum  tragacaath  firmly  held.  In  c  id-liver 
oil  more  business  is  reported,  at  a  slight  improvement. 
Opium  is  very  dull.  Orris- root  firmly  held  ;  but  scammoDy-root 
lower.  Senega  has  advanced.  There  have  been  considerable 
arrivalscf  cardamoms.  Balsam  toluvery  firm  Peruvian  balsam 
easier.  Chamomiles  higher.  Gentian  root  firm.  Ipecacuanha 
selling  at  steady  prices.  Chilian  and  Californian  honey 
scarce.  Star-anise  oil  is  again  dearer.  Japanese  peppermint 
sold  at  easier  rates.  American  HGH  a  shade  better.  In 
chem'cils  we  have  to  report  a  sUghtly  we3ker  market  in 
quinine.  Podophyllin  is  firmer.  Refiaed  camphor  steady. 
Icdide  of  potassium  has  been  offered  in  second- 
hand at  a  slight  reduction.  Qiicksilver  has  ad- 
vanced, bat  mercurials  are  not  affected.  With  regard  to 
spices,  drysalteries,  &c  ,  the  chief  alterations  have  been  in 
shellac,  which  is  weaker.  Tarmeric  remains  very  low  in 
price.  Chinese  galls  keep  firm  at  the  advance.  White 
pepper,  chillies,  and  cassia  lignea  are  dearer,  while  cloves 
are  neglected,  and  nutmegs  easier.  Fine  Cochin  ginger  dearer. 
Japan  wax  has  advanced  farther.  Glycerine  is  a  trifle  weaker. 
At  to-day's  auctions  of  varnish-gums  a  vary  considerable 
quantity  of  Kowrie-gam  was  partly  sold  at  firm  rates,  the 
prices  obtained  being  generally  much  bstter  than  had  been 
expected.  Copal  gum  was  neglected,  bat  animi  was  ex- 
extremely  well  competed  for,  aad  realised  firm  to  dearer 
p;ices.  Linseed  oil  is  easier  on  the  spot  (15s.  6d.  to  16.9.  3d. 
per  cwt.  landed),  bat  slightly  s tear ier  for  future  shipment 
Crude  raps  oil  firmer,  at  21s.  to  21s.  6d. ;  reSned  steady,  at 
25s.  6d.  to  26*.  per  cwt.  Crnde  cotton-seed  oil  lower,  at 
13s.  t\\d. ;  reSned,  15s.  6d.  to  16s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Ceylon 
cocoanut  oil  steady  on  the  spot,  but  dearer  for  shipment 
(23s.  3d.  to  26s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c  i.f ).  Cochin  higher, 
at  28s.  per  cwt.  Palm  and  olive  oils  unaltered.  Ter- 
pentine, 9d.  dearer.  American  spirits,  spot,  19s.  6d. ; 
October-December,  19s.  10%d.  to  20s  ;  January-April,  20s  l\d- 
per  cwt.  Petroleum  also  a  shade  firmer  :  ordinary  American, 
b\d.  to  5%d. ;  water  white,  6^d. ;  Russian,  b%d  to  5{-,d.  per 
gallon.  The  Bank- rate  was  raised  from  2|  to  3  per  cent, 
to-day.  Bar  silver  is  }d.  lower  on  the  week,  and  now  stands 
at  30~d.  psr  cz. 


At  noon,  on  Wednesday,  the  Commercial  Sale  Rooms  in 
Mincing  Lane  were  unusually  crowded,  word  haviDg  been 
passed  that  the  NaHonal  Anthem  would  be  sung  in  celebra- 
tion of  the  entry  of  the  Qaeen  upon  the  longest  reign  in 
Eaglish  history.  The  first  stanza  of  "  God  Save  the  Qieen" 
was  sung  with  much  enthusiasm,  cheers  were  given  for  her 
Majesty,  and  the  Union  Jack  was  unfurled.  Later  in  the 
day  a  similar,  but  somewhat  less  imposing,  demonstra- 
tion was  made  on  'Cbange.  It  was  inaugurated  by 
Mr.  Horace  Biker  and  Mr.  John  Mullett.  The 
lait-named,  from  the  base  of  tho  new  statue  of  the 
Qae-sn,  announced  that  demonstrations  of  loyalty  had  been 
made  that  day  in  Mincing  Lane,  on  the  Stock  Exchange, 
and  so  forth,  and  summoned  the  frequenters  of  the  Royal 
Exchange  to  do  likewise.  Whereupon  the  midmost  men  in 
the  throng  began  to  ting,  while  those  in  the  outer  ring  un- 
easily fingered  the  br'ms  of  their  hat?,  atxious  to  show 


their  loyalty,  yet  afraid  to  compromise  their  habitual 
decorum  by  counten  ancing  an  unofficial  demonstration  not  pro- 
ceeding from  the  acknowledged  "  leaders"  of  the  trade.  Still, 
by  the  time  the  first  stanza  of  "  God  Save  the  Queen  "  was  half 
finished  most  heads  were  bared,  end  the  audience  loyally 
responded  to  the  cheers  at  the  end.  We  understand  that  a 
prominent  chemical-broker  and  an  equally  prominent  whole- 
sale druggist  had  been  asked  to  start  the  demonstration,  but 
declined.  Everyone  who  knows  the  gentlemen  in  question, 
howeeer,  is  aware  that  lack  of  genuine  loyalty  to  the  dynasty 
cannot  have  been  the  reason  of  their  refusal. 


New  York 
Cablegram. 


Our  American  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday  night :  — 
Acctanilid  has  been  advanced  here  2c.  per  lb.  Balsam  tolu 
is  very  scarce  and  in  a  strong  position,  although 
not  quo! ably  higher  this  week.  Castor  oil  may 
be  quoted  |c.  per  lb.  lower  all  round.  Balsam 
Peru  weaker,  owirg  to  somewhat  heavy  arrivals.  New- 
foundland, cod-liver  oil  active,  at  from  85c.  to  $1  per  gallon, 
according  to  brands.  Mandrake  root  sesree  and  inquired 
for,  at  flj-o.  per  lb.  Senega  root  has  advanced  He.  since  my 
message  of  last  week,  and  Beeswax  is  2c.  per  lb.  higher  for 
good  bleached  qualities. 


Our  Hamburg  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday  after- 
noon : — American  oil  of  peppermint,  HGH,  is  rather  steadier, 

aid  inclined  to  advance  somewhat.  Castor  oil 
Teieora'mbUrS  of  a'l  grades  is  also  advancing,  while  Refined 

camphor  remains  unchanged.  The  Turpentine 
matkst  is  very  firm. 


Messrs.  Brnnner,  Mond  &  Co.,  of  Northwich,  have  acquired 
the  Trelogan  lead-mine,  situate  near  Llarasa,  Flintshire. 
The  The  iue  has  beea  lying  disused  for  some  time 

Flintshire  past  having  been  abandoned  owing  to  the 
Lead-  quantity  of  water  met  with.    Messrs.  Bronner, 

industry.  Mend  &  Co.  intend  to  re-open  the  mine  for  the 
purpose  of  obtainirg  blende,  or  "black  jack,"  as  it  is 
locally  known,  which  ihey  require  for  the  purposes  of  their 
chsmical  trade.  Extensive  new  plant  and  machinery  are 
now  being  put  dojtr^ 


Acid  (Citbic). — Dull  cf  sale  with  a  somewhat  easier 
tendenc? ;  Is  2d  per  lb.  would  buy  oa  the  spot.  Concen- 
trated juice  still  offers  at  \3l.  per  pipe,  f.o.b. 

Acid  (Tartaric).— Quiet,  at  from  Is.  \\d.  for  foreign 
brands. 

Aconite  — In  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  the  German 
root,  Japanese  continues  in  good  request  at  higher  rates ; 
30s.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid  this  week. 

Alcohol. — There  is  a  better  feeling  in  German  potato 
spi.it  and  prices  are  inclined  somewhat  higher. 

ARiROBA. — There  have  lately  been  arrivals  of  several 
parcels  of  Ooa  ponder,  some  of  tbern  o3  good  quality,  aDd 
at  the  present  moment  a  lot  of  about  250  lbs  ,  believed  to 
contain  from  50  to  60  per  cent,  of  Chrysarobin,  is  available 
at  from  7s  6d.  to  8s.  per  lb  The  Eagl  sh  manufacturers 
still  quote  Chrysarobin  at  25s.  per  lb  ;  but  sales  have  been 
made  ia  secondhand  of  good  quaHty  at  23s.  6d.  per  lb., 
while  an  ordinary  let  was  late  y  offering  and  can  possibly 
still  be  had  at  18s.  per  lb. 

As afcetida. — Small  sales  have  been  made  priva'ely  at 
steady  prices.  T^e  quotations  run  from  30s.  for  common 
stony  mass  up  to  70s.  per  cwt.  for  fine  pinky. 

Balsams. —  Copaiba  balsam  of  good  quality  is  scarce  and 
firmly  held.  Tolu  firm  at  2s  9d.  to  2s.  lOd.  per  lb.  for  good 
genuine,  and  it  is  said  that  there  are  only  2  ca=es  of  fine 
quality  now  in  first-hand  in  London.  Peru  balsam  tending 
lower,  at  7s.  per  lb.  for  good  genuine  of  direct  import  on  the 
spot. 

Bleaching-powder  — Unaltered,  at  11  15s.  per  ton  on 
the  spot,  11.  f.o.b.,  Liverpool  and  the  Tjne,  and  51.  10*. 
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f.o.b.  for  shipment  to  the  Continent.  For  delivery  next 
year,  5s.  per  ton  less  is  quoted. 

Camphor  (Ckude)  — Steady.  Last  week  the  spot  market 
closed  with  small  sales  of  Japan  camphor  at  130s.,  and  of 
Formosa  up  to  125s.  per  cwt.  For  September-November 
steamer  shipment  Formosa  has  offered  at  easier  rates — viz., 
101s.  to  102s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  which  is  a  decline  of  about  6s 
on  the  previous  quotations,  but  to  day  104s.  c.i.f.  is  asked 
for  October-November.  Sales  of  a  few  hundred  piculs 
Japan  camphor  to  the  Continent  at  112s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  c.i.f. 
October-November  are  reported. 

Camphor  (Refined). — Unchanged,  at  Is.  5ld.  per  lb.  for 
English  refined  bells  in  J-tou  lots. 

Cardamoms. — Our  stock  was  reinforced  some  days  ago 
by  a  considerable  arrival  of  about  400  packages. 

Chamomiles  are  again  from  2s.  to  3s.  dearer  on  the  week. 
Best  Belgian  flowers  of  the  new  crop  are  now  quoted 
at  from  60s.  to  62s.  Qd. ;  second  qaality  at  50s.  to 
52s.  6*7 ;  and  third  quality  at  40s.  to  42s.  6d.  per  cwt. ; 
whilst  last  year's  flowers,  fair  to  brown,  offer  at  44s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.  It  is  said  that  this  year's  crop  in  Belgium  amounted 
to  only  160  Ions,  against  an  average  crop  of  220  tons  last 
year,  and  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  there  were  only 
20  tons  of  old  flowers  left  in  Belgium. 

Cinchonidine  has  been  in  improved  demand  lately,  and 
it  is  now  scarce  at  3}d.  per  oz  for  German  brands. 

Coal-tar  Products  — Benzols  still  continue  to  advance, 
90-per-cent.  for  prompt  delivery  being  quoted  to  day  at 
4s.  9d.  to  4*.  10(7,  October-December  at  4s.  l\d.,  January- 
June  at  4s.  3d.  per  gallon  ;  50-per  cent,  for  prompt  delivery 
3s.  4|(7.,  October-December  3s.  4(7.,  and  January-June 
3s.  l^d.  per  gallon.  Sulphate  of  ammonia  is  steady  ;  sales  of 
2,005  tons  of  Becltton  make  for  January-June  delivery  are 
reported,  at  11.  15s  per  ton.  Beckton  terms  are  quoted  at 
11.  8s.  Qd,,  London  11. 12s.  Qd.  per  ton.  Refined  tar  is  quoted 
at  10s.  Qd.  per  barrel.  Crude  at  l£d.  to  Id  per  gallon.  Pitch 
firm,  at  31s.  Qd.  f.o  b.    Toluol,  2s.  2(7.  to  2s.  3d.  per  gallon. 

Colocynth  remains  firmly  held  for  Syrian  apple,  fair  to 
good  quality  being  quoted  at  2s.  Qd.  to  2s.  9d.  per  lo.  No 
business  is  reported,  however. 

Copper  (Sulphate). — Unchanged,  at  from  151.  lis.  Qd.  to 
167. 15s.  per  ton,  according  to  brand.  The  Liverpool  quota- 
tion is  rather  easier,  at  10Z.  f.o.b.,  but  January-March  ship- 
ment remains  quoted  at  167.  7s.  Qd.  f.o.b.  " 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Rather  weaker ;  best  white  French 
crystals  may  be  had  on  the  spot  at  81s.  to  85s. ;  powder  at 
87s.  to  88s. 

Galangal — New- crop  root  has  been  arriving  in  small 
parcels  lately,  but  quotations  remain  high,  and  there  seems 
to  be  very  little  in  China. 

Galls  — Persian  are  quiet,  and  the  stock  has  lately  been 
accumulating  to  a  considerable  extent.  Importers,  however, 
are  not  prepared  to  accept  lower  rates,  and  a  small  business 
has  been  done  in  blue  Bassorah  at  50s  to  51s.  per  cwt., 
while  green  galls  are  offering  at  42s.  to  45s ,  and  white,  for 
which  there  has  been  some  inquiry,  at  37s  Qd.  to  42s.  Qd.  per 
cwt.  Smyrna  galls  are  fairly  steady.  The  blue  variety  is 
the  only  kind  offering,  and  smaU  sales  are  reported  at  44s. 
tier  cwt.  for  good  quality.  Chinese  remain  extremely  firm  ; 
58s.  has  been  repeatedly  paid  for  fair  quality  on  the  spot. 
Early  in  the  week  about  200  ca3es  of  Chinese  sold  at  high 
prices  for  shipment  to  the  Continent.  It  is  reported  from 
Hankow  that  the  crop  is  30  per  cent,  below  the  average. 

Gentian-root  is  in  good  demand,  and  in  some  quarters 
higher  prices  are  asked.  Some  of  the  importers  have  none 
to  offer,  others  ask  prohibitive  rates ;  from  20s.  to  22s  per 
cwt.,  f  o.b.,  is  required  for  good  root/but  we  believe  some  might 
still  be  had  on  the  spot  at  18s.  Qd.  to  19s.  per  cwt. 

Glycerine. — No  change  has  been  made  in  the  makers' 
quotations  for  double-distilled  sp.  gr.  1 260.  The  market 
for  crude  glycerine,  however,  is  easier,  and  this  together 
with  the  slackness  of  trade  in  America,  which  is  a  large 
customer  for  this  article,  causes  second-haad  holders  to  be 
somewhat  easier. 

Gum  Acacia. —  111  varieties  of  Turkish  gum  are  very 
quiet,  while  Soudan  sorts  are  tending  easier,  good  hard 


slightly  soft  mixed  having  lately  changed  hands  at  65s.  per 
cwt.  Persian  gum  has  been  arriving  in  some  quantity 
lately,  but  the  firmness  of  holders  restricts  business.  Good 
pale  picked  is  quoted  at  20s.  to  21s. ;  sorts  at  13«.  to  16s  ; 
red  picked  at  16s.  to  17s.,  and  block  at  from  8s.  to  10s. 
per  cwt. 

Gum  Euphorbium. — There  have  been  two  arrivals,  together 
74  serons,  of  this  drug  from  Mazagan  this  week. 

Gum  Tragacanth. — The  recent  improved  demand  has 
caused  several  lots  that  had  been  temporarily  withdrawn 
from  the  market  to  be  offered  again,  bat  the  quotations 
asked  are  so  high  that  business  is  restricted.  Best  white 
fir*t  Persian  is  quoted  at  from  14?.  to  147.  15s. ;  seconds  at 
12Z  15s.  to  137.  10s.;  thirds  at  from  117.  to  127.  per  cwt  ,  and 
common  to  medium  qualities  at  from  35s.  up  to  107.  10s. 
There  is  a  large  stock  of  Hog  gum,  and  some  Persian  of  fair 
second  quality  has  been  sold  at  60s.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — In  good  demand,  especially  for  Californian, 
which  is  rather  scarce  at  37s  Qd  for  good  candied  yellow, 
and  for  Chilim,  of  which  25s  pe:  cwt.  is  now  the  bottom 
price  for  fair  quality.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
more  obtainable  of  Chilian  honey  such  as  was  sold  at  a 
sacriSce  at  a  recent  auction. 

Indigo  — The  October  auctions  will  include  about 
7,000  chests  of  Fast  Indian  indigo.  Reports  from  Calcutta 
state  that  the  new  crop  prospects  have  much  improved 
latelv,  and  that  the  total  crop  is  expected  to  reach 
140,000  maunds. 

Ipecacuanha. —  Sereral  sales  of  Brazilian  root  are  re- 
ported ah.  5s  Qd.  to  5s  10(7.  per  lb.  for  fair  quality  ;  one  of 
the  importers,  however,  holds  for  6s.  per  lb.  Carthageia 
root  is  held  at  from  4s.  6*7.  to  4s.  9i.  per  lb.,  according  to 
quality. 

Jalap. — Quiet,  but  with,  perhaps,  a  slightly  firmer 
tendency :  G^d.  per  lb.  is  the  limit  of  good  Vera  Cruz  in 
importers'  hands. 

Kola-nuts. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  2  barrels  (about 
350  lbs.)  of  mouldy  West  Indian  (Grenada)  sold  cheaply  at 
4(7.  to  4^<7.  per  lb. 

Liquorice- root. — Tending  rather  firmer  on  account  of 
the  comparative  scarcity  of  the  Russian  drug.  Fair  decor- 
ticated Persian  is  held  from  20s.  to  22s.  6*7. ;  common  rough 
has  sold  at  7s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Matico — Good  leaves,  said  to  be  genuine,  are  scarce,  and 
held  for  Is.  6a!.  per  lb. 

Oil  (Cod  liver)  — A  fair  amount  of  business  has  been 
done  in  Norwegian  oil  this  week  at  fully  steady  prices,  and 
importers  are  inclined  to  ask  an  advance  of  from  3$.  to  5s. 
per  barrel.  We  hear  from  Bergen  that  in  the  week  ending 
September  19  business  has  been  small,  and  that  quotations 
remain  unaltered  at  160s.  per  barrel  for  b^st  non-congealing 
Lofoten,  and  155s  ,  f  o  b  ,  for  ditto  Finnmarlten.  The  exports 
from  Bergen  since  the  beginning  o£  tiae  season  have  been 
3,773  barrels,  against  4,104  at  the  same  date  of  last  year, 
and  the  stock  or  oil  in  the  whole  of  Norway  is  now  esti- 
mated at  about  6,000  barrels.  A  considerable  parcel  of  cod- 
liver  oil,  which  has  been  through  a  fire  in  one  of  tha 
public  warehouses  some  months  ago,  but  is  partly  very 
little  injured,  will  be  offered  at  next  week's  drug-sales. 

Oils  (Essential)  — American  oil  of  peppermint  is  a  shade 
firmer  to-day,  and  it  is  said  that  it  would  now  be  difficult  to 
buy  HGH  at  7s.  Qd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  We  believe,  how- 
ever, that  some  supplies  could  still  be  procured  at  that 
figure,  although  7s.  9(7.  is  generally  asked.  A  sale  of 
5,000  lbs.  JDementholised  Japanese  oil  is  reported  to  have 
been  made  a  few  days  ago  at  the  extremely  low  price  of 
2s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  shipment  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Now, 
however,  nothing  is  to  be  had  at  that  figure,  2s.  Qd.  per  lb  , 
c.i.f,  being  asked.  Eucalyptus  oil  is  tending  somewhat 
firmer,  good  qualities  being  rather  scarce.  Star- anise  oil  has 
also  advanced ;  9s.  4^(7.  per  lb.  has  been  paid  on  the  spot, 
and  9s.  M.  is  asked,  but  there  is  very  little  to  be  had,  and  it 
is  said,  in  fact,  that  the  last-named  figure  has  actually  been 
paid,  and  that  the  price  is  likely  to  be  10s.  before  the  week 
is  out.  For  arrival  sales  have  been  ma-le  at  8s  per  lb.,  c  i  f. 
for  September- October  shipment,  and  8s.  to  8s.  3d  ,  c.i.f.,  for 
August- October  shipment.    For  October  Dsc?mber  8s.  3(7, 
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c.i.f.,  is  also  asked.  Oil  of  cassia,  is  slightly  easier.  On  the 
spot  70-per-cent.  to  75-per-cent.  oil  offers  at  Is.  9d.  per  lb., 
while  for  October- November  shipment  6s.  10±d.  to  7s.  per  lb., 
c.i.f ,  is  asked  for  the  same  quality.  Lemongrass  oil  is 
quoted  at  \\d.  per  oz.,  c.i.f.  Citronella  oil  shows  a  slightly 
better  tendency  at  the  close.  There  are  buyers  at  9fd.  and 
probably  at  \0d.  per  lb.,  c  i.f.,  for  drums,  shipment  next  six 
months,  but  holders  generally  ask  10J d.  On  the  spot  the 
quotation  runs  from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Opium  Dull  and  tending  easier.    New  Soft-shipping 

opium  is  now  arriving,  but  high  rates  are  asked  for  it.  The 
following  are  the  current  quotations  : — Good  to  fine  Soft- 
shipping,  lis.  6d.  to  13s. ;  ditto  Druggists',  9s.  6d.  to 
10s  3d. ;  seconds,  8s.  3d.  to  8s.  9d.  Manufacturing ,  9s.  to 
9s.  9*2.  per  lb.  Fine  Persian  opium  is  firmly  held  at  lis. 
to  lis.  9d.,  but  common  grades  are  rather  easier,  at  from 
9s.  6d.  to  10s.  per  lb.  We  hear  of  business  in  fair  soft 
shipping  at  lis.  6d.  to  12s.  per  lb.,  but  for  good  Salonica 
opium  12s.  6d.  per  lb.  is  asked. 

Oreis-ROOT.— A  fairly  brisk  business  (although  mostly  in 
small  lots)  has  taken  place  in  Italy  lately  at  high  prices,  but 
the  trade  generally  are  looking  forward  to  the  arrival  of  the 
bulk  of  the  new  root,  which  will  be  due  about  the  end  of 
September,  and,  notwithstanding  the  reported  damage  by 
rain,  is  expected  ultimately  to  be  available  at  lower  prices. 
The  current  quotations  from  Leghorn  are  65s.  per  cwt.  for 
picked  Florentine  and  60s.  for  Florentine  sorts,  f.o.b.,  while 
Verona  root  is  quoted  at  from  58s.  to  60s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  On 
the  spot  in  London,  however,  Florentine  root  remains  scarce 
and  dear,  at  70s.  per  cwt.  for  fine  picked. 

Podophyllin-root  has  advanced  considerably,  and  more 
money  is  also  asked  for  the  Resin.  English  B  P.  is  quoted 
at  9s.  6d.  per  lb.  by  the  manufacturers,  but  some  American 
resin,  not  guaranteed  B  P.  standard,  may  still  be  had  at  7s. 
per  lb.  Recently  sales  of  this  variety  wtre  made  at  6s.  9d. 
per  lb.    The  demand  is  good. 

Potash  salts —The  combination  price  of  Iodide  of 
potassium  in  1- cwt.  lots  remains  at  lis.  6d.  per  lb.,  but  an 
outsider  has  been  offering  this  week  at  lis.  Hd.  per  lb.,  and 
it  is  said  that  he  has  effected  sales.  Chlorate  very  quiet,  at 
<\\d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  at  <\d.  per  lb.  f.o.b.  Liverpool, 
for  1897  delivery.  Cyanide  offers  very  cheaply,  at  Is.  to 
Is.  0\d.  per  lb.  for  95-per-cent.  to  98-per-cent.  on  the  spot. 

Quicksilver. — On  Wednesday  the  importers  raised  their 
price  by  2s.  6d.  per  bottle— viz.,  from  61. 10s.  up  to  61. 12s.  6d. 
They  are  now  very  firm  at  that  price.  In  second  hand  the 
quotation  to-day  is  61.  12s.  per  bottle. 

QaiNiNE  is  rather  easier  this  week  owing,  it  is  said,  to 
the  fact  that  a  considerable  secondhand  parcel  is  offering  on 
the  spot ;  10^d.  per  oz.  is  still  the  nominal  quotation  for 
secondhand  German  bulk,  but  it  would  probably  be  possible 
to  buy  at  lOfd.  per  cz. 

Scammont. — Turkish  resin  is  extremely  quiet,  virgin 
quality  being  more  or  less  nominal  at  30s.  per  lb.  Root  is 
offering  rather  plentifully  at  lower  rates;  30s.  per  cwt. 
would  be  accepted  by  the  importers,  but  there  is  no 
demand. 

Senega- root  Again  Id.  per  lb.  dearer,  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

being  to-day's  spot  quotation. 

Senna. — Alexandrian  leaves  steady,  but  very  quiet,  at 
from  3d.  to  11  Id.  for  fair  to  good  picked,  and  from  3hd.  to 
t\d.  for  sorts.  Senna  pods  quiet,  at  from  5d.  to  Id.  per  lb., 
according  to  quality. 

Shellac — The  strong  market  position  noticed  last  week 
has  not  been  maintained,  although  a  fair  business  has  been 
done  on  the  spot  in  second  Orange.  At  auction  the  rather 
large  quantity  of  994  cases  was  offered,  of  which  639  cases 
sold  at  irregular  rates,  second  Orange  being  about  2s.  lower 
at  the  beginning  of  the  sales,  and  gradually  rising  to  the 
equivalent  of  the  previous  week's  auctions,  which  is  still 
from  2s.  to  3s.  below  the  prices  privately  paid.  Button  lac 
is  held  for  very  high  rates,  but  no  sales  were  effected,  and 
Garnet  was  not  offered.  The  prices  paid  for  Orange  ran 
from  80s.  to  82s.  for  good  pale  cakey  to  bright  red  free ;  77s. 
to  79s.  for  ordinary  red  to  good  strong  ditto,  rather  blocky  ; 
72s.  to  76s  for  bard  red  blocky  to  good  bright,  partly  mixed 
with  hard  block.   A  parcel  of  57  cases  water- damaged  sold 


at  from  61s.  to  71s.  per  cwt.  The  spot  quotation  for  fair  TN 
is  80s.  per  cwt.  Since  the  auctions  the  market  has  been 
quiet.  Garnet  AC  is  quoted  at  81s.  to  83s.  per  cwt ,  accord- 
ing to  terms.  For  arrival  the  market  is  falling,  and  sales  of 
about  800  cases  of  TN  Orange  at  75s.  to  76s ,  October- 
December  shipment,  are  reported.  A  considerable  business 
has  been  done  at  the  close  at  easier  prices,  some  900  cases 
of  Orange  TN  having  changed  hands  at  from  76s.  to  75s. 
per  cwt.,  c  i.f.  terms,  October-December  shipment. 

Soda  Salts  — Crystals  unchanged,  at  42s.  6d.  in  London, 
47s.  6d.  fo.b.  Liverpool,  and  42s.  6d.  f.o.b.  Tyne.  Caustic 
soda  may  be  had  on  the  spot  at  71  15s.  for  70  per  cent.  On 
the  Tyne  the  quotation  is  31.  17s.  6d.,  f.o.b.,  for  76  per  cent. ; 
and  in  Liverpool,  31. 17s.  6d.,  f.o.b.,  for  76  percent. ;  31.  Is.  6d. 
for  74  per  cent. ;  11.  Is  6d.  for  70  per  cent. ;  61.  7s.  6d.,  f.o.b., 
for  60  per  cent.  Nitrate  offers  at  from  8s.  to  8s.  3d.  per  cwt., 
according  to  quantity.  Bicarbonate  in  kegs  offers  at  11.  5s. 
per  ton  ex  warehouse,  while  the  price  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  ac- 
cording to  packing,  runs  from  61.  5s.  to  61.  15s.  per  ton. 

Spices — Cassia  lignea  remains  strong  at  the  recent 
advance  in  price.  Sales  have  been  made  at  35s.  per  cwt.  on 
the  spot.  Chillies  are  also  dearer,  with  fair  sales  on  the 
spot  up  to  47s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  red  Zanzibar.  At  auction 
310  bales  of  Chillies  were  bought  in,  with  the  exception  of 
8  bales  low  brown,  which  sold  without  reserve  at  30s.  per 
cwt.  Fine  bright  red  picked  Japan  chillies  were  bought  in 
at  55s.  per  cwt.,  and  common  dull  mixed  Sierra  Leone  at 
38s.  per  cwt.  Fifty-one  bales  of  ordinary  East  Indian 
capsicums  were  bought  in  at  16s.  per  cwt.,  and  13  cases  thin 
red  Japan,  off  the  stalks,  at  26s.  per  cwt.  Fair  stout  Cassia 
Vera  quill  sold  at  22s.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar  cloves  are  quite 
flat ;  132  bales  were  bought  in  at  auction.  For  delivery 
October- December  has  sold  at  2^zd.  and  November-January 
at  2^d.  per  lb.  Fifteen  cases  fair  good  picked  Penang  cloves 
realised  6%d.  per  lb.  Jamaica  ginger  was  not  offered  at 
auction.  Sixty-one  bags  medium  limed  Japan  realised  15s. 
per  cwt.  Cochin  ginger  sold  at  rather  easier  rates  for  small, 
while  good  cut  realised  extreme  prices.  Of  456  packages, 
137  sold  as  follows :— Fine  bold  native  cut,  75s.  6d. ; 
medium,  partly  dull,  45s.  to  47s.  6d. ;  very  small  and  ends, 
partly  cut,  35s.  to  36s. ;  rough  ordinary  small  and  ends, 
24s. ;  shrivelled  pickings  and  cuttings,  15s.  6d.  to  21s.  per 
cwt.  Since  the  auctions,  fair  sales  of  rough  washed  Cochin 
ginger  at  29s.  to  30s.  have  been  made.  Pimento  is  quiet, 
with  sales  at  auction  of  125  bags  at  steady  prices— viz.,  2\d. 
to  2f  d.  for  medium  to  good.  Mace :  Dull  West  Indian  sold 
at  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  <\d. ;  ordinary  thin  red  Penang  at  Is.  3d.  per 
lb.  The  demand  for  Nutmegs  has  fallen  off,  and  only  a 
small  proportion  of  those  offered  at  auction  sold  at  some- 
what easier  rates.  Black  Pepper  is  quiet ;  ordinary  to  fair 
Alleppy  at  2\d,  to  2\d.  per  lb.  White  pepper  steady,  and  in 
rather  small  supply  at  auction.  Fair  Singapore  realised  Hd. 
to  4£rf. ;  ditto  Penang  3^d.  Privately  the  market  is  slightly 
firmer,  with  sales  of  50  tons  Penang  at  from  3~d.  to  3~d., 
shipment  September  to  December. 

Sulphur — Firm,  at  51. 15s.  for  foreign  flowers,  and  51. 10s. 
for  roll.  Recovered  sulphur  is  quoted  at  5/.  7s.  6d.  per  ton, 
f.o.b. 

Tea. — The  tea  market  is  about  steady  for  common  teas, 
though  no  dearer,  but  for  qaality  teas  there  is  a  strong 
demand  and  full  prices  have  been  paid  both  for  Assam  and 
Ceylon.  Tippy  broken  Assam  Pekces  are  wanted  for  Ireland 
and  show  an  advance  of  2d.  per  lb.  in  some  cases  for  finest 
sorts.  On  Tuesday  common  leaf  Ceylon  could  be  bought  at 
5^d.  to  5\d.,  but  the  medium  teas  were  rather  dearer. 

Turmeric.— Q  diet,  and  offering  at  very  low  prices— 6s  6d. 
to  7s.  per  cwt.  for  Bengal.  Good  Madras  finger  has  lately 
been  sold  at  10s.  6d.  per  cwt.  At  auction,  80  bags  Madras 
were  bought  in  at  9s.  for  good  bright  bulbs,  and  9s.  6d.  for 
fair  bright  but  wormy  finger  mixed  with  bulb. 

Vanilla. — The  present  stock  in  the  London  warehouses  is 
246  tins.  The  new  crop  is  now  arriving ;  in  fact,  the  bulk 
of  the  supply  at  last  auctions  was  new  vanilla.  In  all 
probability  prices  will  show  a  slight  decline  for  some  time, 
but  the  prospects  for  the  winter  trade  are,  on  the  whole, 
very  good. 
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Wax  (Bees'). — Quiet,  and  rather  easier  for  Madagascar, 
■which  has  been  sold  lately  at  61.  10s.  for  good  bright  yellow 
mixed. 

Wax  (Japan)  — Vary  firmly  held  at  43s.  9d.  per  cwt.  on 
the  spot.  Business  has  been  done  lately  for  arrival  near  at 
hand  at  37s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for  fair  pale  squares,  but 
39s.,  c.i.f.  Octobsr-November,  is  to-day's  quotation. 


The  Heavy-chemical  Market. 

There  is  no  material  change  to  notice  in  the  condition  of 
the  heavy- chemical  market  during  the  past  week.  Business 
continues  rather  quiet,  but  fairly  steady,  a  very  moderate 
inquiry  being  noticeable  for  home  consumption.  Bookings 
for  delivery  over  next  year  have  not  been  very  heavy,  but 
inquiries  are  beginning  to  be  more  numerous.  Benzole, 
which  have  been  steadily  advancing  during  the  past  few 
weeks,  are  at  present  practically  without  change  from  the 
figures  mentioned  in  our  last  report,  the  only  alteration 
being  for  90  per  cent.,  January- June  delivery,  fcr  which 
quotations  have  advanced  from  4s.  to  4*.  l^d.  In  Sulphats 
of  ammonia  also  there  is  no  change  to  report.  Recovered 
sulphur  is  still  in  brisk  request  at  late  ratts,  and  continues 
very  scarce,  whilst  South  Durham,  salt  remains  steady  and 
in  good  demand.  Inquiries  for  Mineral  carbonate  of  barytes 
are  on  tte  increase,  and  higher  percentages  are  difficult  to 
obtain  for  prompt  shipment.  Precipitated  96-98  per  cent 
Carbonate  of  barytes  moves  briskly,  and  the  other  Barium 
compounds  a>e  in  fair  request.  Yellow  Prussiate  of  potash 
continues  steady,  and  there  has  been  considerably  more 
business  passing  ii  Chlorate  of  soda.  Chlorate  of  potash  dull 
at  <\\d.  per  lb. ;  present  quotation  for  next  year  <W.  per  lb. 
Bleaching  powder  dull.  Ammonia  alkali  and  Caustic  soda 
in  fair  demand.  Soda  crystals  are  dull.  Sulphate  of 
alumina  in  steady  demand  Alum  and  Arsenic  unchanged. 
Green  copperas  not  quite  so  firm.  Sulphate  of  copper  fairly 
steady — Anchor,  162.  15s.;  Liverpool,  16Z  ;  January- March, 
111.  Is  6d.  Brown  Acetate  of  lime  has  improved  slightly, 
and  Aniline  oil  and  silts  maintain  an  advancing  tendency. 
Hyposulphite  of  ioda  firmer,  and  rather  better  inquiry. 
Bichromates  of  potash  and  soda  steady.  Acetates  of  lead 
quiet.  Nitrate  of  lead  dull.  Sal  ammoniac  firsts  and 
seconds  in  moderate  demand.  Phosphorus  meets  with  good 
in  qui.' y. 

The  Hamburg  Drug  market. 

Our  Hamburg  correspondent  writes  on  September  22: — 
The  position  of  our  diug-market  has  not  changed  very  much 
lince  last  week.  Cape  aloes  is  steady,  at  tOm.  to  52m.  per 
100  kilos.  Citric  acid  a  little  lower,  best  pure  quality  can 
be  bought  at  255m.  per  100  kilos.  Tartaric  acid  is  quiet, 
at  252oo.  pfr  100  kilos.  Borax  unchanged,  at  36m.  per 
100  kilos.  Balsamcopaiba  is  firmer  for  Maracaibo,  at  3  30m. 
to  3  65m.  per  kilo.  JJalsam  Peru  continues  quiet,  at  14|m. 
to  15m.  per  kilo.  Cassia  lignea  very  firm,  new  crop  is 
offeriog  at  67m.  to  68m.  per  1C0  kilos.,  while  old  Cassia  is 
scarce  and  dearer.  Cinnartion  is  also  very  firm,  usual  assort- 
ment October- November  shipment  is  sold  at  a  force  equal 
to  about  6]g'Z.  to  9\d.  per  lb.  Balsam  tolu  very  firm,  at 
7m.  per  kilo.  Camphor  (refined)  sterns  a  little  easier,  prices 
vary  from  330m.  to  340m.  per  100  kilos.  Cardamoms  are 
very  scarce  and  firm.  Cubebs  still  neglected  and  without 
demand.  Cantharides  (Russian):  ten  1896  flies  are  quiet, 
andofftricg  at  375m.  to  390m.  per  100  kilos.  Coca-leaves 
(Boliviar>)  are  unchanged,  quiet,  at  150m.  to  175m.  per 
100  kilo3.  Cumin  seed  (Maltese)  is  quoted  at  48m.  per  100 
kilos.  Glycerine  is  still  unchanged.  Gum  acacia  shows  but 
little  business,  prices  are  very  little  changed  since  last  week. 
Money  is  st;ady  ;  low  grades  of  Chilian  and  Peruvian  hurjey 
at  low  prices  are  in  demand.  Menthol  is  again  lower,  at  15m. 
to  16m.  per  kilo  Castor  oil  scarce  ;  French  oil  of  first  press- 
ing has  been  sold  at  46m.  per  100  kilos,  iu  barrels.  Bape  oil 
is  very  firm  and  dearer.  Linseed  oil  very  flat ;  English  oil 
can  be  bought  at  33m.  per  100  kilos,  in  ba-rels.  Refined 
cotton-seed  oil  neglected,  at  3lm.  per  1C0  kilos,  in  barrels. 
Cod-liver  oil  unchanged,  at  165m.  to  170m.  for  non-cng;al- 
ing  oil.  Oils  (essential). — Peppermint  oil  very  deoressedand 
lower;  Japanese  oil  for  shioment  was  soH  at  5  75m.  to  6m. 
per  kilo;  HGH  is  quoted  7±rr\  to  8m.;  Todd,  7£m.  par  lb. 
Star-anise  oil  is  firm,  at  20|m.  to  21m.  per  kilo.  Cassia  oil 
firm:  80-35  per  cent.  19m".,  50-55  p?r  cent,  at  ll|m  per 


kilo.  Citronella  oil  is  quiet,  at  2  40m.  per  kilo.  Spirits  of 
turpentine  advancing;  spot,  40m.  to  40|m.  per  100  kilos, 
delivered  here.  Quinine  is  unchanged,  quiet  at  32m  per 
kilo.  Japan  wax  is  very  firm  and  higher,  at  77m.  per  100 
kilos.  Carnauba  wax  is  dull ;  grey  at  140  m.  medium,  163m. 
to  168m.  per  100  kilos. 

The  Amsterdam  Drug-market. 

Our  Amsterdam  correspondent  reports  that  the  public 
auctions  to  be  held  on  October  1  will  include  5  128  bales  and 
237  cases,  weighing  together  498,539  kilos.,  of  Java  cinchona 
bark.  The  total  quantity  of  sulphate  of  quinine  represented 
is  28  616  kilos  ,  giving  an  average  of  5  83  per  cent,  for  tte- 
Manufacturing  bark.  The  supply  includes  14,288  kilos,  of 
Druggists'  baik,  with  4C2  kilos,  of  sulphate  of  quinine. 

The  Smyrna  Opium-market. 

Our  Smyrna  corresponded  writes  on  September  12 : — 
"  Our  sales  this  week  amount  to  150  cases,  of  which  50  were 
bought  by  the  Dutch  Government.  The  prices  paid  ranged 
from  9s.  Id.  to  9s  3d.  for  old  fair  Manufacturing  and  Terl'i 
talequale,  and  from  8s.  lid.  to  9s  Id.  for  new  ditto,  while 
old  picked  Karahissar  talequale  realised  9s  3d.,  and  selected 
Karahissar  for  the  Dutch  Indies  9s.  6d.  per  lb.  f.o.b.  Tte- 
market  closes  firmly,  with  an  upward  terdency  and  very  few 
sellers,  the  bier  holders  asking  the  equivalent  of  10s.  per  lb. 
for  fair  Manufacturing,  and  declare  that  they  will  not  part 
with  a  case  until  they  can  get  that  price.  The  arrivals  since- 
the  beginning  of  the  season  are  1.2i0  cases,  against  2,271  at 
the  same  time  last  jear." 

The  New  York  Drug-market. 

Our  New  York  correspondent  writes,  onl2thinst. : — "Very 
little  of  interest  has  transpired  during  the  past  two  weeks. 
Curacao  Aloes  :  Buyers  appear  disinclined  to  negotiate  at 
the  present  price  asked  by  the  importers.  Speculators, 
however,  would  buy  if  a  10  per  cent,  concession  were  made. 
The  rx  arket  in  first  hands  is  2§  cents  to  2£  cents  per  lb.,  while 
jobbing  parcels  are  quoted  at  2f  cents  to  3  cents  for  ordinary 
quality.  'Livery'  stock  is  extremely  scarce  at  5  cen's> 
per  lb.  Balsam  Copaiba:  All  grades  aie  firm.  The  only 
arrival  worthy  of  mention  is  31  packages  Pa'  a,  which  has 
so'd  at  42  cents  per  lb.  Peru  is  held  at  $1.90  by  dealers. 
Importers'  price  is  steady.  Tolu  remains  strong  at  58  cents 
to  60  cents,  as  to  package.  Cascara  Sagrada  moved  rather 
freely  from  San  Francisco  at  about  3  cents  per  lb.  for 
stipment  to  Bu'ope.  Spot  price  from  3\  cents  to  5  cents,  as 
to  age.  Gum  Chicle  weak,  due  to  absence  of  demand,  but 
selling  freely  to  day  at  irregular  prices.  In  a)),  about  75.000 
lbs.  changed  hands.  The  price  i  were  between  26  and  29 
cents,  and  the  inside  rate  was  quoted  at  the  close  for  large 
lots.  Jaborandi-leaves  :  No  prime  qual  ty  available ;  fair 
green,  12  cents.  Star  Anise  oil:  $2  10  is  lowest  on  the 
spot,  wltn  small  supplies.  Oil  of  Peppermint :  More  interest 
is  manifes'ed  in  the  primary  market ;  values  fairly  steady. 
Jalap  :  Importers  ask  9  cents,  jobbiDg  10  cents.  Mexican/ 
Sarsaparilla  commands  no  attention.  Stocks  large,  and 
piice  low;  5^  cents  will  buy  Tampico.  Honduras  Sar- 
saparilla is  under  good  contro1,  and  no  important  arrivals 
are  due  before  nexo  month.  Prices  rather  higher.  Senega- 
root  rules  strong,  and  the  primary  markets  report  no 
important  arrivals  from  the  digging  distric's.  Heavy  stocks 
left  over  from  laet  year  alone  stood  in  the  way  of  an  im- 
proving market,  but  now  that  several  large  shipments  have 
been  mar!e.  a  stronger  matket  may  be  looked  forward  toi 
Opium  $225;  market  dull.  Beeswax:  Demand  contitu°s- 
very  moderate,  and  market  weaS  at  23  cents  to  24  cents 
per  lb.  Honey  :  Offerings  are  liberal,  and,  with  very  little 
trade,  market  is  quiet  and  somewhat  nominal,  though 
desirable  stock  is  beid  steady.  Califorcian  extracted,  5.^  to 
6  cents  per  lb.,  and  Southern,  in  bulk,  45  to  50  cents  per 
gallon." 


A  Champion  Collector. — At  a  recent  sale  of  a  druggist's 
stock  in  New  York,  115,C00  prescriptions,  which  he  had 
accumulated,  were  sold  for  $2,300.  So  says  an  American 
medical  paper.  If  he  dispensed  them  all,  whaj  a  nice* 
fortune  he  must  have  made  1 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  view 
as  concisely  as  possible. 

Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 
separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 

The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 
with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume . 


Practical  Gratitude. 

Sir, — I  enclose  copies  of  a  few  ordinary  recipes  which  I 
have  found  useiul  and  profitable.  I  have  so  often  utilised 
jour  hints  and  formulae  that  I  am  glad  to  return,  in  a  very 
small  degree,  your  experienced  aid.  Theyare  all  in  constant 
use  by  me.  Yours  faithfully, 


Per  Ardua.  (175/36.) 

Neuralgia-  mixture. 

Tr.  gelseuiii    lv. 

Pot.  bromid.      ..       ..    Sviiss. 

Tr.  bellad.   3iiss. 

Qain.  sulph.       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3j. 

Ac.  hydrobrotn.  dil   3iiss. 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad  . .    Jcxx. 

3ss.  parv.  2  vel  3  lior. 
Eacl»  dose  should  be  held  in  the  mouth  before  swallowing. 

Toothache-tincture. 

Chloroformi    3ij. 

Camphors*        ..       .,       ..       ..       ..  Jss. 

01.  oaryoph   3ss. 

Ac.  carbol.  pur.  ..       ..  ..  Jss. 

S.V.R   3ij. 

U.S.A. 

Children's  Cough-mixture. 

Arn.  bron.    3"j- 

Aq.  chlorof   3iv. 

Vin.  ipecic  ,  3j. 

Syr.  pruni  virg.  ..       ..       ..       ..  Jij. 

Syr.  tolutani      ..    Jij. 

Syr.  ribes  nigr   3iv. 

Aq.  cinnam.  ad  ..       ..    3xvi. 

M. 

5j .  for  child  of  4  years. 


Makes  a  pleasant  and  thoroughly  effective  mixture,  which 
is  suitable  for  whooping-cough  as  well  as  ordinary  cough. 

Teeth  ing-poivder. 

Calomel    ..    3j. 

Powdered  white  sugar   Jxj. 

Dry  e  sugar,  mix  very  well,  and  sift  several  timji.  Put  up  in  2-gr 
powders.  Half  for  a  child  under  6  months  ;  the  whole  for  that  age  up,  to 
2  years. 

Infants'  Preservative. 

Msg.  carb.  pond   5ij. 

Sacch   ..  ..  5vj. 

01.  anisi   nvxij. 

Tr.  asafoetidoe     . .       . .    3ss,  ' 

Ammom  brom.  ..       ..  5ij. 

Aq.  ad    3xij. 

3c8.  ad  3j.  every  hour  or  two. 

Healing- ointment. 

Urjg.  ac.  boric,  B.P.  (coloured  any  colour),  can  practically 
be  applitd  to  anything. 


Savaresse's  Capsules. 

Mr.  William  C.  Alpers,  of  Bayonne,  N.J.,  who  made  the 
curious  error  regarding  Savaresse's  capsules  in  his  paper 


communicated  to  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
has  written  to  Messrs.  Evans,  Lescber  &  Webb  that  "  the 
error  got  into  the  manuscript  by  cutting  down  a  long  de- 
scription of  the  capsules  to  a  few  lines,  and  was  not  dis- 
coveied  in  time  to  alter  the  reprint  as  presented  to  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association  at  the  Montreal  meet- 
ing. He  is  well  aware  that  the  improvements  In  these 
capsules  made  them  a  valuable  medicine,  ordered  and  used 
by  many  physicians." 


Booking-fee,  2d. 

Sir, — I  suppose  this  item  at  the  foot  of  an  invoice  is 
familiar  to  many  of  your  readers,  and  a  very  irritating  charge 
it  is,  seeing  that  it  often  takes  away  the  profit  on  a  little 
transaction. 

I  have  often  wondered  why  such  a  charge  should  be  made 
by  the  London  carriers  and  by  no  others.  A  parcel  from  a 
provincial  town  to  London  is  not  subject  to  any  such  charge. 
In  my  opinion  "booking  '  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  transac- 
tion of  receiving  atd  forwarding  a  parcel,  and  it  is  surely 
covered  by  the  amount  received  for  the  conveyance  thereof. 
I  think,  indeed,  if  the  matter  were  properly  tested  it  would 
be  found  to  be  illegal. 

The  London  merchants  ought  to  take  up  this  matter  on 
behalf  of  their  provincial  clients.  There  is  a  fine  opening  for 
a  company  to  take  up  the  conveyance  of  small  parcels  at 
fair  rate3  of  carriage,  and  do  away  with  this  objectionab'.e 
impost.  Yours,  &c , 

September  16.  Provincial.  (171/38.) 


Assistant  Wanted. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Moore,  chemist,  286  Stapleton  Eoad,  Bristol,  states 
that  an  assistant  he  has  recently  employed,  who  gave  the 
name  of  George  Talbot,  has  absconded  with  a  large  sum  of 
money,  and  Mr.  Moore  alleges  that  he  has  been  robbing  him 
during  the  three  months  he  has  been  with  him.  He  is  about 
5  feet  6  inches  in  height,  fair  complexion  and  hair,  and  a 
slight  fair  moustache.  Mr.  Moore  says  he  gave  forged 
references,  one  on  a  piinted  memo-form  professing  to  be 
from  "  W.  H.  Nicholson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  70  Brixton 
Road,  London,  S.W ,"  and  the  olber  on  plain  note  from 
"  A.  Westbury,  8  Draper  Street,  Walworth,  London,  S.E." 
Neither  of  these  names  appears  on  the  register.  Mr.  Moore 
and  the  local  police  believe  the  handwriting  cf  the  so-called 
George  Talbot  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  "James  Ingham" 
and  "  H.  Walton,"  a  facsimile  of  which  we  published  in  our 
Summer  issue,  1895.  If  it  is  the  same  man,  he  charges  his 
name  with  facility  and  has  a  good  stock  of  testimonia's  on 
hand.  He  is  described  as  an  excellent  counterman,  pr<  - 
scriber,  and  dispenser.  A  wan  ant  for  his  arrest  has  been 
issued  from  Bristol,  and  we  learn  that  another  was  issued 
from  Lichfield  last  year.  la  a  later  letter  our  correspondent! 
states  that  Talbot  is  the  T.  W.  Taafe  whose  portrait  we  printed 
in  our  issue  of  February  9,  1895.  Taafe  is  his  correct  name. 
He  was  then  wanted  on  a  charge  of  robbery. 


The  Truth  about  Prices. 

Sir, — Probably  "  Truth,"  in  the  course  of  his  terrestrial' 
career,  has  had  occasion  to  consult  medical  men,  and  pro- 
bably, again,  the  differences  of  their  fees  may  have  been  the 
object  of  his  keen  observation.  He  may  obtain  advice  and 
medicine  for  Is.  or  he  may  pay  20s ,  or,  indeed,  as  many 
guineas.  Medical  men  have  no  fixed  standard  to  charge 
by,  and  they  charge  what  they  estimate  their  skill  is 
worth  to  the  patienr,  and  rot  the  intrinsic  value  of  their 
time  and  labour.  I  think  it  is  fair,  seeing  that  we,  by  virtue 
of  our  qualifications,  are  on  the  professional  platform,  tr>- 
argue  fjom  that  that  we  chemists  are  at  liberty  to  charge 
whatsoever  deem  our  skill  to  be  worth,  totally  apart  from 
what  may  be  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  piescriptionary 
icgiedients.  If  the  public  appreciate  our  skill,  they  will' 
pay  our  price  without  grumbling;  if  not,  they  will  go 
somewhere  else,  where  skill  is  cheaper.  It  may  so  happen 
that  the  shilling  doctor  will  do  as  much  good  as  the  guinea 
one ;  so,  also,  the  medicine  of  the  tecpenr  y  chemist  may  be  as 
good  as  that  of  the  one-ar  d-cirepe nny.  When  extra  care  is- 
taken  and  superior  skill  used  in  the  ccmpounding  of  medir 
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cine,  the  public  ought  willingly  to  pay  the  full  value  of  such 
skill. 

As  to  the  differences  in  price  of  identical  articles,  those  are 
every  day  occurrences  in  every  trade ;  and  were  it  not  so 
trade  would  be  a  dead  article,  for  is  not  competition  the  life 
of  trade  2  Yours  sincerely, 

Febyllydd.  (177/5.) 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediate  information  on  pharmaco-legal  matters  is  available  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  Alpe's  "Sandy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty,"  and  Thb  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaby. 


168/35.  Kino. — The  law  does  not  limit  the  quantity  of 
morphia  you  may  supply  to  a  customer.  You  must  exercise 
your  discretion.  Sometimes  it  is  advisable  to  communicate 
with  friends  of  the  patient. 


168/29.  BuoTiu. — An  unregistered  person  may  sell  linseed, 
liquorice  and  chlorodyne  lozsnges  which  contain  no  poison. 
It  is  possible  that  he  mia;ht  be  convicted  by  some  Magis- 
trates under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  if  the  lozenges 
are  not  what  they  profess  to  be. 


176/56.  Amyas. — Beforeyou  putupany  compound  for  sale  in 
which  methylated  spirit  is  an  ingredient,  you  had  better  sub- 
mit the  formula  to  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  for  approval. 
They  will  certainly  not  allow  you  to  sell  a  methylated 
solution  of  camphor  in  a  liniment  unless  some  of  the  other 
ingredients  render  it  impossible  to  be  used  internally  as  a 
medicine. 


172/58.  Salicylic. — It  is  an  offence  under  the  Indecent 
Advertisements  Act  to  publicly  exhibit  any  indecent  adver- 
tisement, and  among  the  definitions  of  indecent  advertise- 
ments are  "any  relating;  to  syphilis,  gonorrhoea,  nervous 
debility,  or  other  complaint  or  infirmity  arising  from  or 
relating  to  sexual  intercourse."  We  do  see  that  there  could 
be  any  objection  to  "  debility  "  or  "general  debility  "  being 
on  the  label. 


173/3.  T.L. — Either  of  the  additions  you  propose  to  your 
label  would  render  the  powder  liable  to  medicine  stamp- 
duty.  Your  name  in  the  possessive  case  indicates  a  claim  oE 
proprietary  right,  and  the  recommendation  for  a  specific 
ailment  also  necessitates  the  stamp.  A  statement  that  the 
article  is  prepared  according  to  the  B.P.  wo  aid  make  no 
difference. 


177/11.  Amused  wants  to  know  the  moral  difference 
between  chemists'  endeavours  to  wrest  from  the  grocer  and 
draper  the  right  to  sell  any  non-poisonous  chemicals  and 
preparations,  and  the  Dental  Association's  endeavours  to 
wrest  from  the  chemists  the  right  to  practice  the  dental  art 
when  not  registered  by  law.  [None,  as  far  as  we  can  see ; 
they  are  both  equally  unwarrantable  proceedings.  All  that 
sensible  chemists  want  is  that  the  law  in  respect  to  the  sale 
of  poisons  shall  be  respected  by  unqualified  dealers — viz , 
that  they  shall  not  take  the  titles  safeguarded  by  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  nor  sell  scheduled  poisons.  The  Dental 
Association  goes  a  step  further  if  its  object  is  as  "  Amused  " 
puts  it.  The  Dentists  Act  only  protects  titles,  and  places 
no  restriction,  other  than  the  lack  of  specified  titles  or  their 
equivalents,  upon  the  practice  of  dentistry  by  unregistered 
persons.] 


177/41.  L.  J.  S. — An  unqualified  person  may  call  his  shop 
"  drug-stores." 


176/12.  Ignorance. — No  one  who  has  not  obtained  a 
petroleum-licence  for  his  premises  may  sell  benzine  in 
pennyworths  poured  out  at  the  time  of  sale.  You  will  find 
he  law  on  the  matter  on  page  175  of  our  Diaey. 


170/47.  Apiol. — (1)  Belladonna  plaster  cannot  be  sold 
by  an  unregistered  person.  The  other  articles  which  you 
name  may  be.  (2)  The  label  would  not  render  the  prepara- 
tion liable  to  stamp-duty.  Doses  are  not  considered  a 
recommendation  unless  when  put  as  "  for  this  "  or  "  for 
that."  b«-'" 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


N.B. — All  queries  should  be  accompanied  by  the  business  card  of  a  subscriber, 
or  the  address  label  from  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  wrapper.  We 
destroy  anonymous  letters.  We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind  here 
dealt  with  by  post.  We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 
separate  sheets  of  paper. 

No  S  iMPLES  will  be  analysed  and  reported  upon  unless  the  sender  labels  the 
sample  with  his  name  and  the  name  of  the  article,  and  informs  us  (not 
necessarily  for  publication)  by  whom  the  article  is  made,  for  what  pur- 
pose and  how  it  is  used,  and  any  further  particulars  of  interest.  We  do 
not  undertake  analyses  which  are  of  interest  solely  to  senders  of  samples. 

Back  numbers  containing  formulae,  educational  or  other  specific  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 


170/14.  Subscriber.— Slimy  Sponges. — Knead  them  well 
in  warm  water  to  which  some  ammonia  solution  has  been 
added.  See  also  note  on  page  207  of  our  issue  of  February  1. 


26/2.  J.  A.  Bell.  —  The  new  edition  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  is  expected  next  year ;  but  not  even  those 
who  are  editing  it  can  say  when. 


170/5.  Iodoform.— (1)  A  good  thing  for  removing  the 
tenderness  of  the  skin  after  shaving  is  powdered  oleate  of 
zinc  and  violet  powder,  equal  parts,  used  as  a  dusting-powder. 
(2)  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing,"  3s.  6d.,  by  post  3s.  Qd. 


170/22.    Star. — For  cheap  camphor-ice  see  reply  last  week. 


170/24.  F.  J.  (1)  White  Polishing-paste.— White 
kieselgubr  and  soft  soap  oE  each  equal  parts,  water  to  bring 
the  mixture  to  the  desired  consistency.  (2)  We  do  not 
know. 


176/45  {Capsicum')  and  171/64  (Zsoti).— Chillie-paste  :— 

Capsicum  in  powder  Jviij. 

Olive  oil..      ..       ..      ..  •     ..      ..  Jxxxij. 

Macerate  for  three  days,  stnin,  press,  filter  (if  necessary),  and  in  the  oil 
melt  6  oz.  of  spermaceti  by  the  aid  of  heat.   Stir  until  cold. 

Ung.  oleo-resinas  capsici,  B.P.C.,  is  another  imitation.  It  is 
a  mixture  of  capsicin  2  oz.,  yellow  was  1  oz.,  and  benzoated 
lard  8  oz.,  and  is  excessively  strong. 


174/34.  C.  E.  (Wiesbaden)  —The  best  English  pharma- 
ceutical manual  which  you  can  have  is  Squire's  "  Companion 
to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia"  (Churchill,  12s.  6d  )  See  the 
advertisement  in  our  issue  of  September  12,  page  34.  Is  it 
the  kind  of  book  you  require  1 


219/96.  An  Australian  Subscriber  wishes  to  know  the 
composition  of  the  Gelatine  Capping  used  for  Bottlos. 
We  quote  the  formula  once  more : — 

Gelatine   ..     7  lbs. 

Water  ..      ...    ..      ..  ••    60  oz- 

Glycerine   10  oz. 

Magenta  solution  to  colour 

Mix  the  liquids,  and  steep  the  gelatine  in  the  mixture  until  soft ;  then 
heat  on  a  water  or  steam  bath  until  dissolved.  Add  a  sufficiency  of  aqueous 
solution  of  magenta  to  colour ;  or  any  other  aniline  colour  may  be  used. 
When  required  for  use  liquefy  the  gelatinous  mass  and  dip 
the  corks  and  part  of  the  neck  into  the  solution. 


173/53.  Buck—  You  will  find  a  description  of  the  embalm- 
ing of  corpses  in  our  Summer  Number,  J nly  25. 
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174/23.  Gamete,  — There  is  a  good  f  ormula  for  Furniture- 
cream  in  our  issue  of  May  18, 1895,  page  702.  See  that 
you  use  pure  beeswax  in  making  it,  as  failures  in  making 
furniture-cream  ate  largely  due  to  paraffin  in  the  wax  used. 


171/33.  A.B.—(1)  You  will  find  a  formula  for  Petroleum 
Emulsion  in  oar  issue  of  December  22.  1894,  page  898,  also 
in  that  of  October  26,  1895,  page  642.  We  prefer  the 
former.  Please  consult  the  numbers.  (2)  The  reply  has 
appeared. 


170/46.  Laboratory :  —  (1)  There  is  no  English  work 
dealirig  with  the  manufacture  of  tinctures  on  a  large  scale, 
except  the  "  Art  of  Pharmacy,"  which  contained  a  chapter 
on  the  subject,  but  it  is  out  of  print.  It  was  the  treatise  of 
our  1887  Diary.  A  French  book,  by  Adrian,  contains  the 
most  liberal  information  on  the  subject,  but  it  is  the  prepara- 
tion of  extracts  which  is  chiefly  dealt  with  in  it.  Most  of  the 
practical  pharmacy  manuals,  such  as  Proctor's  and  Reming- 
ton's, contain  chapters  on  the  subject,  but  they  are  all 
written  from  the  retailer's  point  of  view,  and  if  you  reflect  a 
little,  you  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  wholesale 
expert  is  not  a  likely  person  to  put  his  experience  in  a  book 
from  which  he  might  derive,  at  the  most,  IQQl.  (2)  See  reply 
to  "  Pharmacist "  on  September  19. 


173/69.    Rogo. — Nursery  Hair-lotion:— 


Vinegar  of  stavesacre    2iss. 

Glycerine    ..       ..  Siss. 

Oil  of  rosemary    ir|xv. 

Oil  of  lavender        ..       ..       >.       ..  lllxv. 

Rectified  spirit    3ij. 

Concentrated  infusion  of  quassia  ..  ..  sxx. 
Mix  and  filter. 


Vioegar  of  stavesacre  is  made  by  digesting  1  part  of  the 
powdered  seeds  in  6  parts  of  acetic  acid  for  several  days, 
and  filterirg. 


173/20.  C.  -P.  — Syr.  Calcii  Chloridi.  —  Perhaps  the 
syrup  which  Dr.  Coghill,  of  Ventnor,  prescribes  is  the  one 
originated  by  the  late  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson;  it  is  80  grains 
of  calcium  chloride  B.P.  to  the  ounce  of  syrup.    Dose,  5j. 


173,66.  L.  C.  M.,  a  colonial  assistant,  asks  us  how  he 
can  get  any  of  the  situations  advertised  in  our  Supplement. 
His  object  is,  apparently,  to  come  home  in  order  to  read  and 
pass  the  Minor — in  short,  he  wants  to  get  a  part-time 
situation.  It  is  quite  unlikely  that  an  assistant  so  remotely 
situated  would  be  successful  in  his  application.  Such 
vacancies  are  filled  up  within  a  few  days  of  their  advertise- 
ment, and  by  those  on  the  spot.  Oar  correspondent's  only 
chance  is  to  come  to  London,  but  he  should  not  do  that 
without  being  prepared  for  six  months'  residence. 


169/16.  F.  T. — Kieselguhr  comes  from  Scotland,  Norway, 
and  other  parts.  Its  principal  outlet  is  in  the  manufacture 
of  dynamite,  and  it  is  also  used  for  making  disinfecting- 
powders. 


170/72.  H.  D.  T.—  You  will  find  the  formula  for  Bouillle 
Bordelaise  in  our  issue  of  April  25,  page  601. 


174/68.  Soda — You  will  find  full  particulars  regarding 
the  registration  of  trade-marks  in  oar  Diary.  The  cost  of 
registration  is  25s.  if  there  is  no  opposition.  The  applica- 
tion-form (obtainable  at  any  money-order  office)  costs  5s , 
and  nothing  further  is  paid  until  the  mark  is  accepted  and 
registered,  when  the  fee  is  11. 


160/59.  R.  S.  P.  (Ohio).— We  tave  waited  a  few  weeks 
before  acknowledging  yours,  hop;ng  tha  the  sxmp'.e  would 
turn  up,  but  it  has  not. 


175/53  X.  Rays. — Please  refer  to  our  issue  of  April  25, 
page  615,  where  you  will  find  a  formula  for  a  similar 
ointment. 


175/31.  G.  G — Liquor  Podophylli  to  mix  with  acids 
without  precipitating  must  be  made  direct  from  the  root, 
with  a  proof-spirit  menstruum.  We  have  not  what  is  called 
a  "  working  formula,"  but  you  should  have  little  difficulty  in 
making  a  suitable  l-in-2  preparation.  Sometimes  acid, 
hydrochlor.  dil.  5j.  is  added  to  each  pint  of  such  prepara- 
tions a  few  houia  before  final  filtration. 


165/66.  PembroJte. — (1)  Ceratum  Galeni  is  cold-cream 
or  Galen's  cerate.  (2)  You  will  find  the  terms  for  advertising 
in  the  Exchange  column  at  the  top  of  it. 


175/60.  H.  S.  F.  B. — We  are  always  pleased  to  supply 
copies  of  back  numbers  at  the  published  price  (J\d.),  and  we 
cannot  repeat  formula:  as  long  as  numbers  containing  them 
are  obtainable. 


176/21.    H.  Sawyer. — Eau  Sedative  (Raspail's)  :— 


Liq.  ammon   3j. 

Sal.  marin.    3iss. 

Spt.  camphor   Jiss. 

Aq.  dest.  ad      ..    Jx. 

M. 


176/50.  H.  S — Dusart's  Syrup  is  a  well-known  French 
preparation,  obtainable  from  any  patent-medicine  or  whole- 
sale house.    It  is  a  hypcphosphite  syrup. 


176/29.  Ashbourne  —  Lin.  Capsici  JEtbereale  is  made  by 
Messrs.  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay,  and  is  supposed  to  be 
of  the  same  strength  as  tr.  capsici  (B.P.),  but  made  with 
ether. 


171/17.  Interested. — The  Female  Botanic-mixture  (of 
which  a  6-cz.  bottle  was  charged  lis  )  consists  of  dec.  aloes 
cone,  sine  croco.  If  we  may  judge  from  the  samples  of  this 
nature  which  we  have  recently  examined  some  of  the 
widely-advertised  remedies  for  irregularities  are  compara- 
tively harmless  preparations  ;  and  it  is  not  surprising  that 
women  who  use  them  for  bad  purposes  are  disappointed. 


170/36.     Homocea. — The    Breeches-paste  is  made  as 


follows  : — 

Pipe-clay   .,    lb.  j. 

Powdered  pumice       .,       ..  .. 

Oil  of  citronella. .                ..  ..him. 

Oil  of  verbena  ..       ..       ..       ..  ir|v. 


Mix  the  perfumes  with  the  powders,  and  tint  with  a  trace  of  malachite 
green  ;  then  sift,  and  rnaka  into  a  Etiff  paste  with  equal  parts  of  glycerine 
and  water. 


170/37.  Gallus. — We  make  your  Roup-powder  to  be  like 
the  following  formula  : — 


Potass,  chlor.      ..       „"  Jsg. 

P.  grana;  parad   Jss. 

P.  anisi   3ij. 

P.  glycyrrh.       ..       ..  ..  Jii. 

M. 


165/29.  TV  S — Liquid  for  Rendering  Vegetables  used 
in  Pickles  CriBp  appears  to  be  a  solution  of  formaldehyde 
in  vinegar.  As  you  do  not  say  what  quantity  is  used  we  can 
only  say  that  small  quantities  of  formaldehyde  are  said  to 
be  harmless. 


170/68.    Lign  (Lanes.)  writes  that  carmine  and  rose-pink 
as  tinting  for  carbolic  dentifrice  are  not  satisfactory  ;  the 
coloar  cban^s  in  time  to  a  heliotrope.    Probably  an  aniline 
|  dye  such  a?  fuchsine  (magenta)  would  answer  better. 
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173/56.  Alius.—  Filter  the  hair-wash  bright.  The  for- 
mula was  the  result  of  an  analysis  of  a  sample  S3nt  by  a 
subscriber. 


171/62.  Underexposed. —  Uranium  Intensifler. — See 
1896  Diary,  page  394. 


169/50.  H.  II — Cycle  lamp  Oil  consists  of  a  good  co'za 
oil  with  a  sma.ll  proportion  of  paraffin.  It  is  tinted  pink  to 
hide  the  fluorescence  of  the  paraffin. 


A  Correspondent  sends  us  a  part  of  a  Concretion  passed 
£>y  a  Horse.  The  diameter  of  tbe  concretion  is  about  3  inches. 
It  is  hollo  w  in  the  centre,  and  §  inch  thick.  Such  concretions 
are  formed  in  the  stomach  and  intestines  of  the  animal. 
They  are  common  in  the  goat,  cow,  horse,  monkey,  and 
other  animals,  and  under  the  name  "bjzoar"  were  at  one 
time  used  in  this  country  as  a  medicine,  the  piice  of  monkey 
bezoar  being  as  much  as  8s.  a  drachm.  It  is  still  used  by 
the  Chinese  and  others,  who  pay  a  high  price  for  it.  The 
composition  of  these  concretions  varies  greatly.  Some  are 
of  the  nature  of  calculi,  phosphate  of  lime  being  their 
principal  ingredient ;  but  they  also  contain  various  organic 
matters,  and  appear  to  b3  started  by  indigestible  matter 
forming  in  the  stomach  as  a  ball,  which  gradually  takes 
upon  itself  deposits  of  several  substances  to  form  a  hard 
stony-like  coating,  as  in  our  correspondent's  specimen.  In 
it  the  formation  is  distintly  striated.  The  medicinal  bszoars 
are  composed  of  organic  matter  chiefly,  and  to  the  peculiar 
acids  the  reputed  medicinal  properties  of  bezoar  appear  to 
foe  due.  The  concretion  from  the  horse  his  not,  as  far  as 
we  are  aware,  been  used  medicinally. 


110/34.  A  Foreign  Subscribsr. — Hair-dyes. — We  do  not 
•think  that  para-phenylene- diamine  has  been  used  as  a  hair- 
dye,  because  it  yields  blue  colours.  Oa  the  other  hand, 
meta-phenylene-diamine  yields  by  nitration  brown  dyes 
(Bismarck  brown  and  the  like),  and  this  fact  suggested  its 
use  as  a  hair-dye.  Frehse  suggested  that  hydrogen  p pr- 
eside should  be  added  to  the  aqueous  solution  of  the 
diamine,  but  this  is  a  mistake,  a  3  the  brown  dyes  are 
•triamines,  and  are  formed  through  the  action  of  nitrous 
aeid.  You  might  try  a  solution  of  meta-pheaylene-diamine, 
5  gr.  to  1  oz.  of  water,  acidutated  with  hydrochloric  acid, 
this  to  be  applied  to  the  hair  first,  and  followed  by  a  solu- 
tion of  sodium  nitrite,  4  gr.  to  1  cz.  Try  it  first  on  some 
hair  not  on  the  head. 


'29/70.  Micro. — After  cleaning  the  specimens  with  carbolic 
acid  you  should  wash  in  several  waters,  mount  in  glycerine 
jelly,  and  use  a  mixture  of  gold-size  2  parts  and  indiarubber 
in  benzol  1  part,  as  a  cement. 


165/56.  Bismuth. — Greek  Pitch  is  an  old  name  for  black 
p'ich. 


172/13.  E.  P.  (Fiji)  _(l)  Curing  of  Vanilla. -  After  the 
pods  are  plucked  they  are  dipped  in  boiling  water.  Next 
they  are  packed  in  hardwood  cases,  6  feet  long,  4  feet  wide, 
and  2  feet  deep.  A  blanket  is  first  put  in  the  box,  then  the 
beans  to  about  the  depth  of  a  foot,  and  a  double  thickness 
of  blanket  on  the  top  of  them.  The  box  is  then  covered 
with  glass,  and  placed  in  the  sun  for  a  fortnight,  during 
which  time  the  beans  ferment,  or  sweat.  Only  experience 
can  tell  when  that  process  is  complete,  and  the  beans  are 
ready  for  the  dry  shed.  This  should  be  an  airy  shed,  well 
protected  from  rain,  and  not  too  mu3h  exposed  to  the  sun. 
It  should  have  a  series  of  wire  shelves  all  round  it,  and  on 
ihe  top  shelf  the  beans  ara  placed  in  single  layer,  not  too 
crowded.  They  are  turned  over  every  day  or  second  day,  and 
in  the  coarse  of  ten  days  removed  to  the  second  shelf,  then 
*o  the  third,  where  they  remain  until  they  are  quite  dry  and 
fit  for  picking  (2)  All  that  we  can  tell  you  about  the 
Manufacture  of  Papain  is  that  the  juice  is  pressed  out  of 
the  fruit,  clarified  by  filtration  throngh  a  twill  bag,  and  th9 
ferment  precipitaed  by  alcohol.    It  is  then  dried,  but  is 


sometimes  purified  by  treatment  with  water.  The  supply  of 
papain  is  more  than  equal  to  the  demand,  and  we  do  net 
think  it  would  pay  you  to  manufacture  it,  alohough  it  seems 
probable  that  it  should  be  more  plentifully  used  by  Indian 
natives,  whose  caste  prejudice  prohibits  them  from  ucing 
pepsin. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


168/72  Phytolaoc*  Tablets.  —  The  trituration-tablet 
form  of  medication  is  becoming  popular  with  some  homoeo- 
pathic practitioners.  Any  manufacturing  homoeopathic 
chemist  will  supply  tablets  of  Phytolacca  or  of  any  other 
homoeopathic  remedy.  C.  S  Ashton. 

Messrs.  E.  Gould  &  Sod,  59  Moorgate  Street,  E  C,  Keene 
&  Ashwell,  74  New  Bond  Street,  W.,  and  Leath  &  Ross, 
9  Vere  Street,  W.,  supply  the  tablets.  The  first-named 
write: — (1)  Phytolacca  tablets  are  manufactured  by  many 
chemists  from  an  imported  American  tincture  of  the  fresh 
root  of  phytol.  decandra.  Each  tablet  represents  half  a  minim 
of  tincture.  (2)  Phycolacca-berry  tablets. — Each  tab'et 
represents  two  drops  of  the  juice  of  the  fresh  berries.  Made 
by  a  New  York  firm;  imported  by  ourselves  and  others.  Are 
used  as  an  anti-fat. 

165/31.  Herfla  — The  Salisbury  Cure. — Your  correspon- 
dent probably  refers  to  the  treatment  of  dyspepsia,  by  means 
of  hot  water,  &c,  of  a  certain  Dr.  Salisbury,  of  New  York 
City,  an  account  of  which  is  given  in  the  work,  "  What  Must 
I  Do  To  Get  Well?  and  How  Can  I  Keep  So?  "by  Elma 
Stuart,  price  5s.  net. 

Liverpool.  John  Gowee. 

The  Salisbury  treatment  was  originated  by  a  Dr.  Salisbury 
in  America,  who  made  a  special  study  of  food  in  its  rela- 
tion to  disease.  He  came  to  the  conclusion  that  two  parts 
animal  to  one  part  vegetable  food  by  bulk  was  the  proper 
proportion  for  a  healthy  person,  and  that  by  cutting  down 
the  quantity,  or  for  a  time  entirely  stopping  the  vegetable 
foods,  many  diseases  arising  from  imperfect  digestion  might 
be  cured.  He  wrote  a  book  which  goes  very  fully  into  the 
subject.  There  is  a'so  a  book  written  for  the  public  by  a 
lady  who  was  cured  of  chronic  rheumatism  by  this  treat- 
ment. My  father,  who  has  suffered  from  chronic  rheumatism 
for  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  and  had  tried  almost  everything 
in  the  way  of  drugs  and  health-resorts,  getting  gradaaliy 
worse  all  the  time,  has,  since  commencing  this  treatment, 
improved  wonderfully,  feels  well  himself,  has  no  pain,  all 
that  is  left  being  th3  stiffness  due  to  the  rheumatism.  I 
should  also  say  that,  as  well  as  taking  the  above  diet,  the 
patient  drinks  about  a  pint  of  hot  water  before  each  meal 
(so  as  to  be  finished  an  hour  before)  and  an  hour  before 
going  to  bad.  The  object  of  this  is  to  wa?h  out  the  stomach 
and  leave  it  cleat  so  as  to  prepare  for  the  next  meal. 

Bownesson-Windermere.  C.  W.  Birkett. 

Parozone. — In  la3t  week's  issue,  in  reply  to  "J.  B.  B.," 
you  state  that  parozone  is  a  solution  of  chlorinated  lime. 
The  proprietor^ — the  Parczine  Company  (L'mited),  11  Both- 
well  Street,  Glasgow — guarantee  that  it  is  not  such,  and 
this  is  borne  out  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Milne.  Ph.D.,  F.I.C.,  G'asgow, 
who  certifies  "  it  is  quite  free  from  lime  in  any  form." 

Dablin,  September  22.  J.  H.  Boakdman. 

[Bat  it  is  not  denied  that  it  is  a  hypochlorite  solution  — 
Ed.  C.fD] 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers,  postcard  replies  to  tht 
following : — 

170/54.    Would  "  H.9  Dil."  please  communicate  with  us  ? 

174/58.  Pynka  polishiDg-tablets  :  addiejs  of  makrrs  ir 
wholesale  agents  ? 

173/33.    Laugheld's  anti-microbia :  where  obtainable  ? 

172/53.  Formula  for  German-sausage  glaze;  one  that 
will  not  crack. 


